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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #507, March 12, 2013
REMINDER FOR 2012-13 REVENUE LIMIT ENERGY EXEMPTION:  Districts that levied for an energy efficiency expenditure under s. 121.91(4)(o) Wis. Stats. must publish an evaluation of the identified energy performance indicators as an addendum to the published budget summary document under 65.90, and insure that information is included in the school district’s newsletter or in the published minutes of the school board meeting.  The budget hearing and adoption link on the left scan bar of the SFS web page will be updated to include such language. 

2013-14 Exemption: Districts evaluating whether to use the energy efficiency exemption in the 2013-14 fiscal year are reminded that all projects funded by an increase to the levy resulting from this increased revenue authority are required to be governed by a performance contract in accordance with s. 66.0133 Wis. Stats.
For additional information refer to the revenue limit energy exemption website located on the left hand scan bar of the SFS web page or directly at http://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/sfsdash/enrgyrevlim.aspx.  Contact a School Finance Consultant with questions about the revenue limit exemption.

SPECIAL EDUCATION CATEGORICAL AID PAYMENT: The 2012-13 Special Education Aid computation worksheets for the March 18, 2013 State Special Education Aid payment are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. (You can also access them from the SFS homepage by clicking “Special Education Aid” in the left-hand bar, and the “Categorical Aid Payments & Worksheets” link on the resulting page.) Questions regarding these computations should be directed to Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212.

SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS: 
[March 20 – Spring Finance Workshop at WASBO Accounting Conference, Wisconsin Dells]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[March 18 – Special Education Aid

[March 25 – Aid payment: High Poverty, Equalization Aid, Special Adjustment Aid]

UPCOMING WASBO WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES: Register at wasbo. com [WASBO Accounting Conference, March 20-22 – Wisconsin Dells] 

[WASBO Spring Conference, May 7-10]

 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Consultant: 608-266-3464  
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  
daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson: 608-267-9707  
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Deb Brown, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov]

[Jerry Landmark, Director: 608-266-6968   jerome.landmark@dpi.wi.gov]

PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #506, February 27, 2013:

2013-14 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEET AVAILABLE: The SFS Team has prepared a pre-populated revenue limit worksheet for the 2013-14 school year for district use in budget forecasting.  This version of the 2013-14 worksheet reflects the Governors' proposed 2013-15 Wisconsin State Budget (note that the Governor's proposal contains no changes in the revenue limit calculation as compared to current law [under 2011 Act 32] for 2013-14 or 2014-15).

 Any changes to the components of the 2013-14 revenue limit calculation will be determined in the 2013-2015 Wisconsin State Budget, which will be finalized upon passage by the Legislature and approval by the Governor (likely in June or July, 2013).  The SFS Team will work to keep school districts updated on changes to the 2013-14 revenue limit calculation during the state budget process.
The worksheet can be found under “School District Budget Development and Planning” on the SFS Team website at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/ or directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.
SPECIAL EDUCATION CODING AND BUDGETING: SFS has been reviewing a number of questions on coding and budgeting at the request of our Special Education team, as they work to resolve data issues for Maintenance of Effort (MOE) determinations. Coming out of those questions, we have a few reminders on reporting:

· IDEA FUNDS: With IDEA flow-through and preschool funds no longer being transited through CESAs starting this year, districts should be coding IDEA revenues under source 730 and expenses under project 340. Source and project 517 are now used only for a few specific special education grants administered through CESAs—districts should have little or no revenue/expenditure coded to 517.

· MEDICAID: How a Medicaid receipt is coded and budgeted depends on who issues the check. If a check is received directly from the Medicaid administrator, ForwardHealth, it should be coded under source 780. However, if the check is received from another entity transiting those funds, it should be coded under source 581 (from CESA/CCDEB) or 381 (from another district). Medicaid receipts should never be coded under source 517—new Medicaid source codes were part of the 2011 WUFAR revision.

· OPEN ENROLLMENT: As of this year, districts are no longer allowed to code flat rate open enrollment expenditures or revenues in fund 27. The base flat rate cost of open enrollment or tuition agreement should be in fund 10; expenditures are coded to function 435000 and revenues to source 345. Only the excess cost of special education services provided through open enrollment or tuition agreement should be in fund 27; expenditures are coded to function 437000 and revenues to source 347. Form PI-2092 (http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/files/forms/xls/f2092.xls) is available for districts to determine excess special education costs, and the Special Education team has prepared a technical assistance document for districts concerned about the impact on MOE (http://sped.dpi.wi.gov/files/sped/pdf/moe-oe-calculator.pdf).

Districts may need to update their 2012-13 PI-1504 and PI-1504-SE budget reports to resolve these issues. Contact Daniel Bush (daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov, 608-267-9212) with any questions.

SPRING FINANCE WORKSHOP AT WASBO ACCOUNTING CONFERENCE: The DPI School Finance Team will again be conducting the Spring Finance Workshop at the WASBO Accounting Conference, held at Chula Vista in Wisconsin Dells on March 20 - 21. We urge you to attend the conference in person if you are able, but if not, the workshop will be taped via Mediasite and archived for viewing at a later date. Details and links to the presentation will be provided at a later date via this listserv and on the SFS Team web page. More information about the WSBO Accounting Conference can be found at wasbo.com.

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
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