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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #515, May 21, 2013
FINAL SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Final payment amounts for 2012-13 Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid have been determined and worksheets are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. The final proration rate (percentage of eligible costs reimbursed) is 27.47%, higher than expected due to an overall trend of 2011-12 costs coming in below budgets. Special education aid transits for open enrollment and tuition agreements should be based on this rate. Payments of eligible agencies’ remaining 25% of aid plus an additional amount reconciling the final proration rate will be made on June 17. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

PI-1505 CALENDAR REPORT OPEN: Districts can submit days of instruction and other calendar information for the 2012-13 school year. The report is due July 26.

PI-1547 TRANSPORTATION REPORT OPENS MAY 24: The Pupil Transportation (PI-1547) report has been re-designed. The report collects ridership data for the ‘Regular School’ and/or ‘Vocational Programs’.  The Portal will open on May 24and  close on June 28, 2013.  Each school district that provides free pupil transportation to their students from their residency to the school of attendance is encouraged to submit the ridership data for the 2012-2013 school year. Access to the report and instructions can be found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pupiltran1.
TRANSFER OF SERVICE REPORT OPENING DELAYED: The PI-5000 Transfer of Service report is being re-designed and will be open soon. A listserv message will be sent when the report is ready to be opened. 

FINAL 2012-13 GENERAL AID ELIGIBILITY: General Aid Eligibility for 2012-13 has been calculated using audited 2011-12 Annual Report data and final state guarantees. On October 15, 2012, estimated 2012-13 aid eligibility was calculated based on district PI-1506-AC reports. Differences that result from comparing the October 15, 2012 estimated aid eligibility and the recalculated final aid eligibility are 2012-13 aid adjustments. By statute, 2012-13 aid adjustments are added to or subtracted from a district’s 2013-14 September equalization aid payment (payment date is September 16) and will be incorporated into your October 15, 2013 estimate of 2013-14 General Aid. The adjustments are considered 2013-14 revenue. 

Each district's “Final Calculation of 2012-13 General Aid” worksheet and the “2012-13 General Aid Eligibility Adjustments Summary” worksheet are found on the team’s website under “Worksheets” on the left hand scan bar or at directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aid_worksheets.
Membership FTE used to calculate the final aid eligibility is found on your district’s SAFR home page at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks. Contact a school finance consultant if you have questions about the calculation. 

BUDGET HEARING/ADOPTION FOR 2013-14:  The finance team has a number of resources to use as you prepare for your budget hearings and annual meetings.  They are located under “Budget Hearing & Adoption” on the left hand scan bar of the team’s home web page or directly at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/budhear.html.  Also on this page is a link to an updated pre-populated budget hearing and adoption workbook.  Select your district from the pull down menu and you will see that audited 2010-11 data has already been pre-populated.  Note the tabs at the bottom of the workbook page for other resources available for district use.

An addendum is available for districts that added revenue limit authority via the revenue limit exemption for energy conservation under s. 121.91(4)(o), Wis. Stats. in 2013-14. Districts are required to report energy efficiency measures for the year and how performance indicators were met. For additional information refer to the revenue limit energy exemption website located on the left hand scan bar of the SFS web page or http://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/sfsdash/enrgyrevlim.aspx   Questions can be directed to a consultant listed below.

SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS: 
[None scheduled at this time]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[May 24 – Foster Group Home report opens]

[May 24 – PI-1547 Pupil Transportation report opens]

[June 10 – Aid payments: 4-K grant aid; Sp. Ed aid; SAGE aid]

[June 17 – Aid payments: Supplemental Transportation; High Cost SPED aid; Equalization/Special Adjustment aid; CCDEB aid] 

[June 24 – SAGE debt service aid]

UPCOMING WASBO WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES: 

[None scheduled at this time]

 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Consultant: 608-266-3464  
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  
daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson: 608-267-9707  
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Deb Brown, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov]

[Jerry Landmark, Director: 608-266-6968   jerome.landmark@dpi.wi.gov]

PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #514, May 14, 2013:

NEW SFS DIRECTOR ANNOUNCED: The last day for the current director, Jerry Landmark, will be May 31. Jerry is retiring after 18 years at DPI, the last three as Director of the SFS Team. The new SFS Director will be Bob Soldner, who will start June 3. Bob has worked at DPI for the past fourteen plus years and is currently Director of the School Management Services Team at DPI, a role he has held since 2000.  His DPI experience also includes serving as a School Administration Consultant on the SMS Team from 1998 through 2000.  In addition, Bob previously worked for eight years as a fiscal and policy analyst at the non-partisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau (LFB), the last three of which he served as the LFB’s “school aids analyst”.   

Bob possesses a Master’s of Arts Degree in Public Policy and Administration from UW-Madison with a concentration in financial administration and a Bachelor’s of Science from UW-Madison in Political Science.  He has a Wisconsin School Business Administrator License (08) and is a member of the Wisconsin Association of School Business Officials (WASBO).  

2012-13 BUDGET REPORT REVISIONS:  Districts are reminded to update 2012-13 budgets by June 14. At that time the budget report will be closed so finance staff can calculate the July 1 aid estimate. The membership report will also be closed. Both will be re-opened after July 1. Updated budgets will provide a more accurate 2013-14 equalization aid estimate.

SPRING SCHOOL DISTRICT CERTIFICATION OF 2012 VALUES – SCHOOL AID: School district "Spring School District Certification of 2012 Values - School Aid” are located on the finance team’s website under “Property Valuation” on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_propval.
Twice a year, the Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) certifies equalized values to the department for distribution to school districts. In the fall, DOR certifies values to be used by school districts in the tax apportionment of school levy.  In the spring, DOR certifies equalized values for the purpose of the next fiscal year’s equalization aid computation. Districts should use the value in the column entitled, TID OUT COMBINED VALUE, for 2013-14 equalization aid projections. This is the value the department will use to calculate the July 1 Aid Estimate and October 15, 2013  Certification of 2013-14 Equalization Aid.

STATE TUITION: Payments of 2012-13 state tuition have been finalized based upon audited data. Total claims did not exceed the appropriation this year, so all claims will be paid in full. Details and final payment amounts are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_tuit_st. Payments will be made on June 3. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

SUPPLEMENTAL SPECIAL EDUCATION AID ELIGIBILITY: 13 districts have been determined to be eligible for supplemental special education categorical aid. Details are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_supspedaid1. As a reminder, a district may not receive both supplemental and high cost special education aid; districts eligible for both programs will be contacted to confirm which aid they will receive. Payments will be made on June 17. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
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