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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #533, October 11, 2013
OCTOBER 15 EQUALIZATION AID CERTIFICATION UPDATE: The 2013-14 October 15 School Aid Certification will be available on October 15. The General Aid Certifications will be loaded to the web as soon as they are available on October 15.  The General Aid Worksheet (Excel file) will be available at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aid_worksheets.

Please note Governor Walker has called a special legislative session.  The Legislature is planning to discuss how to distribute an additional $40 million in 2013-14 and $60 million in 2014-15 as part of the Governor’s proposal to decrease property taxes in the Fall of 2013 and Fall of 2014.  In addition, the initial proposal calls for a delay from November 1 to November 6 as the date by which school boards must determine their levies.  We will update you as the proposals become final.
2013-14 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: A revised version of the pre-populated 2013-14 revenue limit worksheets will be available on October 16, 2013.  This version of the 2013-14 worksheet will include the October 15 Certification of General School Aid.  The worksheets can be accessed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.  Please complete any revisions to your pupil count forms before noon on Monday, October 14, to allow DPI to include those changes in your pre-populated 2013-14 revenue limit worksheet. 
Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.
“GETTING IT RIGHT” WORKSHOP: WASDA and the SFS Team are presenting two identical workshops for new and experienced administrators, business staff, and others who complete and present the revenue limit and equalization aid to their boards and public. The workshops, October 18 in Stevens Point and October 21 in Madison, discuss in detail the revenue limit worksheet from the base to the final levy, and uses district-specific numbers for participants. It is designed so participants are comfortable they are “getting it right” when presenting their recommendations to the board to certify the levy. It also provides basic information about how a district’s equalization aid is calculated, and other school finance issues. Contact WASDA at http://www.wasda.org/ or 608-242-1090 for registration information.

PI-1804 PUPIL COUNT SUMMER SCHOOL:  Please remember to finish up your PI-1804 Pupil Count Summer School Report.  The summer school counts impact your revenue limit calculation and any changes after noon on Monday, October 14, will not be reflected in your pre-populated 2013-14 revenue limit worksheet. 
2013-2014 WUFAR UPDATES: An update to the WUFAR Chart of Accounts effective for the 2013-14 fiscal year has been posted to the finance team’s website. Also available is a summary of changes which is located in Appendix B—Revision #22 and the updated allowable account classifications by fund. All documents are available under the “WUFAR” link on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_wufar .   Please review the changes highlighted in Appendix B as these changes are effective in the Fall Budget Report.

This information has been made available to accounting software vendors. 

NEW FUND 27 MATRIX AVAILABLE: An updated version of the Fund 27 Matrix has been posted on the SFS WUFAR page (http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_wufar). The matrix shows valid project codes available for each WUFAR account in Fund 27. This update includes notation on account codes not permitted by the DPI IDEA claim software, as well as all the new 290000-series functions. Districts and other LEAs should use the updated matrix when preparing their PI-1504-SE budget reports.

2013-14 PI-1504 BUDGET and SE BUDGET REPORTS OPEN OCTOBER 14:  The PI-1504 Budget and PI-1504 SE Budget open on Monday, October 14.  Both reports will be due on December 2, 2013.  Go to the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks to access the reports.
PI-401 TAX LEVY REPORT OPENS MONDAY, OCTOBER 14:  The PI-401 opens on Monday, October 14.  Go to the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks to access the report.  The PI-401 will be due on Friday, November 8, 2013, unless changes are made in the special legislative session next week.  We will let you know of any changes. 
NEW HIGH COST PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AID PROGRAM:  2013 Wisconsin Act 20 created a new categorical aid program that provides additional funding to local education agencies (LEAs) in Wisconsin that have higher per pupil transportation costs when compared to the statewide average pupil transportation costs per member.  Each LEA with a pupil transportation cost per member that exceeds one hundred and fifty percent (150%) of the statewide average per pupil transportation cost will receive a share of this categorical aid.  The $5,000,000 appropriation will be dispersed in June, 2014 and the aid payment will be based on audited information from the previous fiscal year (2012-13).  We will have additional detailed information available next week.
PI-1547 PUPIL TRANSPORTATION “AID ELIGIBILITY” UPDATED:  The PI-1547 Pupil Transportation “Aid eligibility” now reflects the increased rate for the “Over 12 miles” categories as established in the 2013 Wisconsin Act 20.  To see how this impacts your district go to the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks, login using your individual ID and Password, go to the “Non-Financial Data Home” site, select “Pupil Transportation (PI-1547)”, click on “2012-2013” Fiscal Year, under “Helpful Links”, select “Aid Eligibility” (bottom of the right column) and then scroll down to see the impact of the rate increases for you district.  This information may allow your district to increase the budgeted pupil transportation aid payment in January.
SCHEDULED DPI PRESENTATIONS: 
[October 18:  WASDA “Getting It Right” Workshop – Stevens Point]
[October 21:  WASDA “Getting It Right” Workshop – Madison]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[October 14 – Report Opens:  PI-401 Tax Levy] 
[October 14 – Report Opens:  PI-1504 Budget] 

[October 14 – Report Opens:  PI-1504 SE Budget] 

[November 8 – Report Due: PI-401 Tax Levy]

[December 2 – Report Due: PI-1504 Budget]
[December 2 – Report Due: PI-1504 SE Budget]

UPCOMING WASBO/WASDA WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:  Register at wasbo. com [WASBO] / wasda.org [WASDA]
[October 18:  WASDA “Getting It Right” Workshop – Stevens Point]

[October 21:  WASDA “Getting It Right” Workshop – Madison]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Tessner, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 

bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #532, October 2, 2013
ANNUAL REPORTS CLOSE AT MIDNIGHT ON OCTOBER 3:  The PI-1505 Annual Report and PI-1505-SE Special Education Annual Report will be closed at midnight on October 3, 2013.  If you have questions about the annual reports or need to modify the PI-1506 AC, please contact one of the SFS Team auditors as soon as possible.

OCTOBER 15 EQUALIZATION AID CERTIFICATION UPDATE: The 2013-14 October 15 School Aid Certification will be available on October 15. The PI-1506 AC will be closed from October 4 to October 14 while the SFS Team evaluates and checks district data to determine aid allocations. The General Aid Certifications will be loaded to the web as soon as they are available on October 15.  We will send a notification via the listserv with a link to the certified amounts for each district. 

PI-1563 SEPTEMBER PUPIL COUNT REPORT DUE OCTOBER 4:  The PI-1563 Pupil Count Report is due Friday, October 4, 2013.  The pupil count date was Friday, September 20.  

The Pupil Count Report has been modified to reflect changes in state law pertaining to the counting of certain pupils, as a result of the passage of 2013 Wisconsin Act 20 (2013-2015 biennial budget).  

Districts can access this report from the School Financial Services home page at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/, by selecting the “School Finance Reporting Portal” link and then “Log In to View or Submit Data” link.  After logging in, from the district’s home page, you may select either the “Status and Due Dates” or the “Non-Financial Data Home” link to access the PI-1563 (September) Pupil Count Report. Resources are available to assist districts in generating the pupil count data. Pupil count report instructions and a worksheet are available on the team’s website at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_membrpt2.

FALL SCHOOL DISTRICT CERTIFICATION OF 2013 VALUES – OCTOBER 4: The Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) certifies two versions of equalized property values to the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) for each calendar year. The property values are provided to the DPI for distribution to school districts.  In the fall, DOR certifies values to be used for the tax apportionment of the school levy and DPI uses these values for the 2013-14 revenue limit worksheet.  In the spring, DOR certifies equalized property values for the purpose of the general school aid computation for the following school year.

On October 4, the Fall School District Certification of 2013 Values - Tax Apportionment for each district will be located on the team’s website under “Property Valuation” on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_propval.  The Fall 2013 values will be used by school district clerks to certify the 2013-14 school district tax levies to municipal clerks.  Districts should use the values with TID excluded (TID-Out) for apportionment of the school levy. 

DPI SCHOOL MANAGEMENT SERVICES TEAM RECRUITMENTS:  The School Management Services (SMS) Team is recruiting for two positions:  (1) a school finance auditor; and (2) a school administration consultant. 

The school finance auditor will work with private schools participating in the three voucher programs: the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP); Racine Parental Choice Program (RPCP); and Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP).  In addition, this individual may provide advanced and highly technical consultation and direction to practicing certified public accountants, department staff, local educational agencies (LEAs), independent charter schools, private schools and other recipients of grant and aids programs.  For additional details please go to: http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=69099&jobid=68614&org=255&class=00600&index=true.

The school administration consultant will work on the private school choice (voucher) programs and the position details are posted at:  http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=69235&jobid=68750&org=255&class=59490&index=true.  
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