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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #534, October 18, 2013
OCTOBER 23 - REVISED EQUALIZATION AID CERTIFICATION: Under Special Session Senate Bill 1 (SS SB 1), the Legislature has recommended increasing general school aids by $40 million in 2013-14 and $60 million in 2014-15.  Governor Walker has indicated he will sign SS SB 1 this weekend.  The new legislation requires the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) to calculate a new 2013-14 October School Aid Certification by October 31, 2013.   If the legislation is signed into law, DPI will update the general school aids information on October 23, 2013.  
The 2013-14 October 31 School Aid Certification will be available on October 23. The General Aid Certifications will be loaded to the web as soon as they are available on October 23.  The General Aid Worksheet (Excel file) will be available at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aid_worksheets.

2013-14 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: A revised version of the pre-populated 2013-14 revenue limit worksheets is available and can be accessed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.   PLEASE NOTE: Line 12.A. (Certified General Aid) has intentionally been left blank on this version of the worksheet. Line 12.A. will be populated as soon as practicably possible.  However, the revised 2013-14 October 31 School Aid Certification will be available on October 23.
Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES LEVY – FUND 80 CHANGES – Special Session Senate Bill 1 (SS SB 1) will amend the 2013 Wisconsin Act 20 limitations on community programs and services levies.  The Act 20 provisions are described at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv.  Governor Walker has indicated he will sign SS SB 1 this weekend.  

SS SB 1 will allow a school board to use its 2011 community programs and services levy as its limit if both of the following applies:  (1) the 2011 community programs and services levy is more than the 2012 community programs and services levy; and (2) either the 2011 or 2012 community programs and services levy was less than $1,000,000. 
Questions may be directed to Erin Fath, SFS Team Assistant Director (608-267-9209), or Bruce Anderson, School Administration Consultant (608-267-9707).

PI-401 TAX LEVY REPORT IS OPEN:  The PI-401 Tax Levy Report is open and can be accessed at the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks.   Special Session Senate Bill 1 extends the time a school board has to determine its levy from November 1 to November 6.  Governor Walker has indicated he will sign SS SB 1 this weekend.  Please note the school district clerk is required to certify the levy on or before November 10.  The PI-401 is due on Friday, November 8, 2013.  
NEW HIGH COST PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AID PROGRAM:  2013 Wisconsin Act 20 (Section 121.59, Wisconsin Statutes) created a new categorical aid program that provides additional funding to school districts in Wisconsin that have higher per pupil transportation costs when compared to the statewide average per pupil transportation cost.  Each district with a per pupil transportation cost that exceeds one hundred and fifty percent (150%) of the statewide average per pupil transportation cost will receive a share of this categorical aid.  The $5,000,000 appropriation will be dispersed in June, 2014 and the aid payment will be based on audited information from the previous fiscal year (2012-13).
New information is available on the SFS Team web site at the link to “Aid Information” or go to http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aid_info_all_types.  The new information is a description of the program and aid calculation and an estimate of the school districts that could have been eligible as projected by the Legislative Fiscal Bureau at the time the legislation was discussed. 
Questions may be directed to Bruce Anderson, School Administration Consultant (608-267-9707).

PER PUPIL CATEGORICAL AID OUTSIDE THE REVENUE LMITS:  Please remember the new per pupil categorical aid that is outside the Revenue Limits:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/perpupil.  
In summary, your district will receive $75 per revenue limit member in 2013-14 and $150 “in each year thereafter” (the “additional $75” for 2014-15).  Act 20 does not sunset this aid program – presumed to be law going forward unless otherwise modified by the Legislature.  A district’s eligibility for aid under this program will NOT be affected if the district chooses to under-levy (for 2012-13, the “Per Pupil Adjustment Aid” was directly affected by a district’s utilization of its levy authority).  This Per Pupil Aid will be paid to districts on the 4th Monday in March, 2014.  This is a sum-sufficient appropriation (aid will not be pro-rated).

FUND 73 OPEB BENEFITS UPDATE:  An e-mail with Fund 73 OPEB updates was sent to all districts currently using Fund 73 for OPEB benefits valued in an actuarial study.  The letter included information about: (1) the updated implicit rate subsidy calculation; (2) a reminder to use Object 994 for the implicit rates subsidy expenditure from Fund 73 back to the district for FY14;  (3) the Special Education Categorical Aid Eligibility Worksheet updated for FY 14;  (4) new accounts for recording unrealized gains and losses for Fund 73 only; and (5) how to account for the contribution and implicit rate subsidy when there are no longer any active employee plan members.

A copy of the October 14, 2013 letter can be found on the Benefit Trust Fund page of the SFS website under Recent Communications at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_emp_benefit_trust_fund.  If you have questions relating to OPEB or Fund 73, please contact Michele Tessner at michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9218.

NEW SCHOOL FINANCE CONSULTANT: The SFS Team is welcoming a “new” School Finance Consultant.  Karen Kucharz will be joining us on Monday, October 28.  Karen will work on general school aids, revenue limits, and general school finance questions.  Her contact information will be karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464.

SCHEDULED DPI PRESENTATIONS: 
[October 18:  WASDA “Getting It Right” Workshop – Stevens Point]
[October 21:  WASDA “Getting It Right” Workshop – Madison]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[November 8 – Report Due: PI-401 Tax Levy]

[December 2 – Report Due: PI-1504 Budget]
[December 2 – Report Due: PI-1504 SE Budget]

UPCOMING WASBO/WASDA WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:  Register at wasbo. com [WASBO] / wasda.org [WASDA]
[October 18:  WASDA “Getting It Right” Workshop – Stevens Point]

[October 21:  WASDA “Getting It Right” Workshop – Madison]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Tessner, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 

bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #533, October 11, 2013
OCTOBER 15 EQUALIZATION AID CERTIFICATION UPDATE: The 2013-14 October 15 School Aid Certification will be available on October 15. The General Aid Certifications will be loaded to the web as soon as they are available on October 15.  The General Aid Worksheet (Excel file) will be available at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aid_worksheets.

Please note Governor Walker has called a special legislative session.  The Legislature is planning to discuss how to distribute an additional $40 million in 2013-14 and $60 million in 2014-15 as part of the Governor’s proposal to decrease property taxes in the Fall of 2013 and Fall of 2014.  In addition, the initial proposal calls for a delay from November 1 to November 6 as the date by which school boards must determine their levies.  We will update you as the proposals become final.
2013-14 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: A revised version of the pre-populated 2013-14 revenue limit worksheets will be available on October 16, 2013.  This version of the 2013-14 worksheet will include the October 15 Certification of General School Aid.  The worksheets can be accessed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.  Please complete any revisions to your pupil count forms before noon on Monday, October 14, to allow DPI to include those changes in your pre-populated 2013-14 revenue limit worksheet. 

Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.

“GETTING IT RIGHT” WORKSHOP: WASDA and the SFS Team are presenting two identical workshops for new and experienced administrators, business staff, and others who complete and present the revenue limit and equalization aid to their boards and public. The workshops, October 18 in Stevens Point and October 21 in Madison, discuss in detail the revenue limit worksheet from the base to the final levy, and uses district-specific numbers for participants. It is designed so participants are comfortable they are “getting it right” when presenting their recommendations to the board to certify the levy. It also provides basic information about how a district’s equalization aid is calculated, and other school finance issues. Contact WASDA at http://www.wasda.org/ or 608-242-1090 for registration information.

PI-1804 PUPIL COUNT SUMMER SCHOOL:  Please remember to finish up your PI-1804 Pupil Count Summer School Report.  The summer school counts impact your revenue limit calculation and any changes after noon on Monday, October 14, will not be reflected in your pre-populated 2013-14 revenue limit worksheet. 
2013-2014 WUFAR UPDATES: An update to the WUFAR Chart of Accounts effective for the 2013-14 fiscal year has been posted to the finance team’s website. Also available is a summary of changes which is located in Appendix B—Revision #22 and the updated allowable account classifications by fund. All documents are available under the “WUFAR” link on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_wufar .   Please review the changes highlighted in Appendix B as these changes are effective in the Fall Budget Report.

This information has been made available to accounting software vendors. 

NEW FUND 27 MATRIX AVAILABLE: An updated version of the Fund 27 Matrix has been posted on the SFS WUFAR page (http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_wufar). The matrix shows valid project codes available for each WUFAR account in Fund 27. This update includes notation on account codes not permitted by the DPI IDEA claim software, as well as all the new 290000-series functions. Districts and other LEAs should use the updated matrix when preparing their PI-1504-SE budget reports.

2013-14 PI-1504 BUDGET and SE BUDGET REPORTS OPEN OCTOBER 14:  The PI-1504 Budget and PI-1504 SE Budget open on Monday, October 14.  Both reports will be due on December 2, 2013.  Go to the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks to access the reports.
PI-401 TAX LEVY REPORT OPENS MONDAY, OCTOBER 14:  The PI-401 opens on Monday, October 14.  Go to the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks to access the report.  The PI-401 will be due on Friday, November 8, 2013, unless changes are made in the special legislative session next week.  We will let you know of any changes. 

NEW HIGH COST PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AID PROGRAM:  2013 Wisconsin Act 20 created a new categorical aid program that provides additional funding to local education agencies (LEAs) in Wisconsin that have higher per pupil transportation costs when compared to the statewide average pupil transportation costs per member.  Each LEA with a pupil transportation cost per member that exceeds one hundred and fifty percent (150%) of the statewide average per pupil transportation cost will receive a share of this categorical aid.  The $5,000,000 appropriation will be dispersed in June, 2014 and the aid payment will be based on audited information from the previous fiscal year (2012-13).  We will have additional detailed information available next week.
PI-1547 PUPIL TRANSPORTATION “AID ELIGIBILITY” UPDATED:  The PI-1547 Pupil Transportation “Aid eligibility” now reflects the increased rate for the “Over 12 miles” categories as established in the 2013 Wisconsin Act 20.  To see how this impacts your district go to the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks, login using your individual ID and Password, go to the “Non-Financial Data Home” site, select “Pupil Transportation (PI-1547)”, click on “2012-2013” Fiscal Year, under “Helpful Links”, select “Aid Eligibility” (bottom of the right column) and then scroll down to see the impact of the rate increases for you district.  This information may allow your district to increase the budgeted pupil transportation aid payment in January.
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