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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #546, February 19, 2014
ACTION ALERT: ACADEMIC STANDARDS:  State Superintendent Tony Evers has asked for concerted efforts regarding legislation being voted on TOMORROW (February 20, 2014).  A bill before the Legislature on Thursday would not only set in process the scrapping of the Common Core but also amounts to a partisan takeover of what kids learn in school, giving legislators final votes on the floors of each house on  academic standards in Wisconsin.

 

“As a grandfather, I am losing lots of sleep over the idea that somehow legislators on the floor of the Assembly and the Senate will actually be crafting and creating standards for our kids and our schools,” State Superintendent Tony Evers said in a video message released today (www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7fNt5HocvY). “I think that’s just a horrible idea.”

 

“Please contact your legislators and Governor today to express your strong opposition to this legislation that puts politics before our kids and puts the Legislature and special interests in charge of writing standards,” Evers wrote in a letter to the education community today (http://dpiconnected.dpi.wi.gov/files/dpi-connected/pdf/2014-02-19-evers-action-alert.pdf). 

 

While also warning that the past few years of hard work and millions expended implementing the Common Core State Standards would “go for naught” if the bill passes, Evers wrote that the long-term ramifications beyond the Common Core are “vast.”

 

“Are we ready for our legislators to debate and legislate academic standards related to evolution, creationism, and climate change when they take up the science standards? What about topics like civil liberties and civil rights, genocide, religious history, and political movements when they take up social studies? All of this and more is now on the table with this legislation.” 

 

The bill amendment was introduced today and will be voted on Thursday – without a public hearing. Ultimately, the bill creates a legislative process where the legislature can write standards into statute. 

 

SCHEDULED DPI PRESENTATIONS: 

[February 24 - 25 WASBO-WCASS-DPI Wisconsin Federal Funding Conference, Wisconsin Dells.]  
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[February 24 - 25 WASBO-WCASS-DPI Wisconsin Federal Funding Conference, Wisconsin Dells.]  
UPCOMING WASBO/WASDA WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:  Register at wasbo. com [WASBO] / wasda.org [WASDA]
[February 24 - 25 WASBO-WCASS-DPI Wisconsin Federal Funding Conference, Wisconsin Dells]  
[March 13: WASBO Transportation & Bus Safety Conference, Wisconsin Dells]

[March 13-14: WASBO Facilities Management Conference, Wisconsin Dells]

[April 1: Certified School Risk Manager Program, Funding School Risks

 HYPERLINK "http://m360.wasbo.com/event.aspx?eventID=95223" \t "_blank" 


 HYPERLINK "https://m360.wasbo.com/event.aspx?eventID=95222" , Oshkosh]
[April 2: Certified School Risk Manager Program, Measuring School Risks, Oshkosh]
[June 17: Certified School Risk Manager Program, Administering School Risks, Oshkosh]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Gundrum, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.gundrum@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #545, February 14, 2014
YOUTH CHALLENGE ACADEMY (YCA) NOW OPEN: The PI-1563YCA, the Youth Challenge Academy Report, is to be completed by each district that had students attending in either the Fall 2013 or current Spring 2014 semesters. The report is due March 14, 2014. The YCA is a program for at-risk youth operated by the Department of Military Affairs at Fort McCoy. Districts with residents enrolled should have received a letter from Fort McCoy identifying the residents that have been enrolled. 

Resident districts are able to count for membership and revenue limit purposes the students that attend this program, as the district is financially responsible for the cost of this program for these students. The final equalization aid payment in June, 2014, is adjusted for the per-pupil cost.

To access the PI-1563 YCA report, log into your district’s SAFR portal at http://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/sfssafr/default.aspx and go to either the “Status and Due Dates” or the “Non-Financial Data Home.” For each semester and for each resident listed, please answer the questions for the student names presented. Sometimes, these students will be in your seats on the count dates AND also attend the Academy. To ensure the students are not double-counted, we ask for additional information regarding each student’s enrollment dates in your school. 

If any of the students listed are incorrectly listed as your residents or if you have any questions, please contact Erin.Fath@dpi.wi.gov or (608) 267-9209.
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