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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #548, March 4, 2014
2nd CALL TO ACTION:  ACADEMIC STANDARDS:  With a public hearing coming up this Thursday, March 6, at 10 a.m., State Superintendent Tony Evers details how the academic standards legislation is bad for kids.  It would set up the repeal of the Common Core and launch a legislative power-grab over what children learn in school, creating a process for legislators to shape and debate academic standards on the floor of the Senate and Assembly. Please share this message with your communities:  http://youtu.be/l9MOmiuNmII
SCHEDULED DPI PRESENTATIONS: 

[March 19-20 WASBO Foundation Accounting Conference, Marriott Madison-West, Middleton]  
[May 20-23, WASBO Spring Conference, Wisconsin Dells]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[March 19-20 WASBO Foundation Accounting Conference, Marriott Madison-West, Middleton]  
UPCOMING WASBO/WASDA WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:  Register at wasbo. com [WASBO] / wasda.org [WASDA]
[March 13: WASBO Foundation Transportation & Bus Safety Conference, Wisconsin Dells]

[March 13-14: WASBO Foundation Facilities Management Conference, Wisconsin Dells]

[March 19-20 WASBO Foundation Accounting Conference, Marriott Madison-West, Middleton.]  
[March 27-28, WASSA (Wisconsin Association of School Superintendent Assistants) Spring Conference, Madison]
[April 1: WASBO Certified School Risk Manager Program, Funding School Risks

 HYPERLINK "http://m360.wasbo.com/event.aspx?eventID=95223" \t "_blank" 


 HYPERLINK "https://m360.wasbo.com/event.aspx?eventID=95222" , Oshkosh]
[April 2: WASBO Certified School Risk Manager Program, Measuring School Risks, Oshkosh]
[May 20-23, WASBO Spring Conference, Wisconsin Dells]
[June 17: WASBO Certified School Risk Manager Program, Administering School Risks, Oshkosh]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Gundrum, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.gundrum@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #547, February 28, 2014
SUMMER SCHOOL LETTER:  The letter has been updated for districts offering 2014 summer school classes and can be viewed directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/doc/Summer%20School%202014%20Final.docx.   Additional information is located under Summer School on the left-hand sidebar of the SFS website at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_summ_sch.  The SFS Team is reviewing the Summer School Guidelines and transportation letter.  At this time, we don’t anticipate major changes and both documents will be updated by March 15.   

Please note the Legislature is currently discussing 2013 Senate Bill 589/Assembly Bill 749 that could impact summer school courses offered during the Summer of 2014.  We will update you if this legislation is enacted into law.

Districts may only charge a minimal material fee if the district is claiming membership for state aid or revenue limit purposes for the course.  If the district claims state aid under s. 121.14, Wis. Stats., there shall be no cost to the resident student beyond individual use supplies (towels, gym clothes, notebooks, pencils), textbooks, or similar items (workbooks).  Items for which fees are charged must be legally permitted and actually purchased for summer school use. 

Summer school fees cannot be used to subsidize other classes or students. For example, charging a single fee, such as $20, to all summer school students is not allowed unless it can be documented that each student received or consumed supplies at least equal to the fee. Most often fees will vary, and depend on what supplies and materials each class uses.  

Questions should be directed to Carey Bradley carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-3752.

FIFTH SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the March 17, 2014 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid have been determined and worksheets are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets.  This is the last interim payment before the LEAs’ remaining 25% plus a small additional amount to reflect the final proration rate will be paid on June 9. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

MORE ON MEDICAID CODING: The February 6 listserv included notice of a spring WUFAR update on coding Medicaid revenues. Since then, the SFS team has learned that Forward Health, the Medicaid administrator, has begun reconciliations for fiscal year 2006. As a reminder, prior year cost settlement revenues are now being coded to Fund 10, source 780. Some reconciliations involve overpayments being recouped from districts through the withholding of interim SBS payments. In these cases districts should be coding the recoupment as an expense and the withheld payment as a revenue, even if no funds are actually exchanged. 

Example: A district submits an SBS claim of $1,000. The check it receives is for only $250, and the remittance advice shows that a $750 recoupment of prior year revenue was applied against the claim.

· Record the SBS claim as paid in the full amount of $1,000 in WUFAR revenue account 27R-000000-780.

· Record the $750 recoupment as a prior year refund in WUFAR expenditure account 10E-492000-971.

· No specific transfer between Funds 10 and 27 is made with this transaction—the difference will become part of the overall year-end fund transfer.

[image: image1.png]