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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #552, May 13, 2014
SUMMER SCHOOL 2014 - ONLINE CLASSES ELIGIBLE:  2013 Wisconsin Act 257 includes changes regarding summer school membership eligibility related to online instruction for pupils in grades 7-12 that are effective for the 2014-2015 school year (Summer 2014).  The following letter highlights important criteria for inclusion in the student membership count for state aid and revenue limit purposes:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/2013%20Act%20257%20Online%20Courses%20Letter.docx 

Additional summer school information can be accessed from the SFS Team home page at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/  .  Select “Summer School” from the gray scan bar on the left side of the page.
HIGH COST TRANSPORTATION AID – JUNE 16, 2014 PAYMENT:  2013 Wisconsin Act 20 (Section 121.59, Wisconsin Statutes) created a new categorical aid program that provides $5 million in additional funding to school districts in Wisconsin that have higher per pupil transportation costs when compared to the statewide average per pupil transportation cost.  Each district with a per pupil transportation cost that exceeds one hundred and fifty percent (150%) of the statewide average per pupil transportation cost will receive a share of this categorical aid.  2013-14 aid is based on audited information from the previous fiscal year (2012-13). 

The following spreadsheet includes school district data and final 2013-14 aid payments:  2013-14 High Cost Transportation Aid Amounts 
Additional information can be accessed from the SFS Team home page at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/. Select “Aid Information” from the gray scan bar on the left side of the page, then select “High Cost Transportation Aid Information”. 
REMINDER - TRANSFER OF SERVICE:  The School Financial Services team upgraded the department’s online security system. Starting with the 2013 Fiscal Year Transfer of Service (TOS), online application security will be processed through the Application User Management system.  The district administrators already have some familiarity with it, as it is used for both Open Enrollment (OPAL) and Homeschool Reporting (HOMER) applications.   The Transfer of Service Portal was opened on Monday February 24th. To access the Transfer of Service Portal, the district administrator in each school district will need to grant access to individual staff members through the Application User Management (CMM) system so TOS applications can be completed.  This document will guide the district administrators through the process:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/doc/Assigning%20TOS%20Access%20to%20School%20District%20Staff%20Member%20June%202013.pdf
If you have questions, please contact Bruce W. Anderson at (608) 267-9707 or bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov. 

NATIONAL FOREST INCOME PAYMENTS RECEIVED FROM WI DNR:  School districts receiving a national forest income payment from the State of WI - DNR are reminded to use Source 780, Federal Aid Received through the State Agencies other than DPI, as the revenue code.
SCHEDULED DPI PRESENTATIONS: 

[May 20-23, WASBO Spring Conference, Wisconsin Dells]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[May 28, WICPA Auditor Conference, Country Springs, Pewaukee]

[May 29, WICPA Auditor Conference, Holiday Inn, Stevens Point]

UPCOMING WASBO/WASDA WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:  Register at wasbo. com [WASBO] / wasda.org [WASDA]
[May 20-23, WASBO Spring Conference, Wisconsin Dells]
[June 17: WASBO Certified School Risk Manager Program, Administering School Risks, Oshkosh]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Gundrum, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.gundrum@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #551, May 10, 2014
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES (FUND 80) – SHARING VIEWPOINTS:
Under s. 227.13, Wis. Stats., the Department of Public Instruction may use informal conferences and consultations to obtain the viewpoint and advice of interested persons with respect to contemplated rule making.  The School Financial Services (SFS) Team is interested in obtaining your viewpoint and advice regarding 2013 Act 306, summarized below: 

2013 ACT 306– Community Programs and Services Fund (Fund 80)

· Requires DPI to create administrative rules defining ineligible/eligible expenditures from the Community Programs and Services (CPS) Fund (Fund 80).
· Requires DPI to determine if ineligible CPS expenditures exist and if so, reduce the district’s allowable revenue limit authority the following year by the amount of the ineligible CPS expenditures; structured as a negative exemption rather than a reduction to the district’s base (first applies to Revenue Limit calculation for 2015-16 school year, based on 2014-15 expenditures).
· Requires that Fund 80 expenditures be audited by the school district’s auditor.
· NOTE: Current law already directs DPI to exclude from Shared Costs (for General Aid purposes) any CPS expenditures. If an audit of the CPS expenditures were to determine that a district had inappropriately coded CPS expenditures to Fund 10, those expenditures would have to be removed from Fund 10 and would decrease the district’s Shared Costs for General Aid purposes.
Please send the SFS Team your viewpoints and advice regarding your district’s community programs and services (Fund 80) and 2013 Act 306 to the following mailbox: dpifund80@dpi.wi.gov.

The Fall 2013 “School Financial Services Fund 80 Survey” results can be accessed from the SFS Team home page at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/.  Select “Comm Service Fund” from the gray scan bar on the left side of the page, then select “2013-14 Community Programs and Services (Fund 80) – Combined Report” for an alphabetical listing of each school district’s Fall 2013 survey.  The report can be accessed directly at 

http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/pdf/20140114_Fund_80_Posted_Reports.pdf. 

Additional information pertaining to Fund 80, including the Fund 80 related provisions under Act 20 (2013-15 state budget), can be accessed from the SFS Team website at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv.

Questions concerning Fund 80 may be directed to:  Erin Fath, Assistant Director, SFS Team at (608) 267-9209 or Bruce Anderson, School Administration Consultant, SFS Team at (608) 267-9707.

RECENT LEGISLATIVE CHANGES:

The SFS Team is aware of the need for guidance surrounding:  (a) the Fund 80 legislation (discussed above); (b) 2013 Act 257 (online summer school and interim sessions); and (c) 2013 ACT 336 – Long Term Capital Improvement ‘Trust’ Fund (Fund 46).  Please continue to watch for the SFS Bulletin listserv for soon to be posted updates.
Online Summer School (& Interim Sessions): The SFS Team is updating its Summer School Guidelines to address changes under 2013 Act 257; we will notify districts when those updated guidelines are available – watch for the SFS Bulletin listserv.

Community Programs and Services (Fund 80): DPI is required to follow the administrative rule process for the purposes of defining ineligible/eligible Fund 80 expenditures, per 2013 Act 306. The process for creating administrative rules is lengthy and will not be completed until early 2015. The Legislature is not scheduled to meet until January 2015 and it must approve all administrative rules.

The Community Service Fund Information (http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv_fund_info) website contains the current criteria related to Fund 80 programs.  Districts are encouraged to take a conservative approach with regard to activities or programs that will be included in Fund 80.
Other recent legislation that you should be aware of includes:

2013 ACT 336 – Long Term Capital Improvement ‘Trust’ Fund (Fund 46)
a. A school board with an approved long-term capital improvement plan (minimum of 10 years) may establish a capital improvement trust fund (Fund 46) that is funded with a transfer from the general fund.
b. The transfer to Fund 46 is the expense that would be included in shared costs, in the fiscal year in which it is deposited in Fund 46.  Expenditures form Fund 46 would NOT be included as a shared cost. 
c. Money deposited in Fund 46 is available to the district to spend five years after the establishment of the fund.
d. The funds may be used only for the purposes identified in the approved capital improvement plan and may not be transferred to any other fund.
e. The legislation expressly prohibits transfers from Fund 46 to any other fund and does not provide authority for a school board to [vote to] approve a transfer from Fund 46 to any other fund.
2013 ACT 257 – Online Summer School Courses, Interim Sessions & 180 Days Instruction 

a. Elimination of the requirement to schedule at least 180 days of instruction:

i. Districts will still be required to meet the minimum hours of instruction contained in statute.

ii. DPI will maintain the current PI-1505-Calendar Year Report for the 2013-14 school year & future years (i.e., districts will continue to report days and hours of instruction).
b. Creation of “interim” sessions
i. Districts that offer “year round” school could create interim sessions (“year round” is not defined in current law or in the Legislation); the hours of instruction during interim sessions will not count towards the minimum required hours of instruction (Kindergarten: 437 hr; Grades 1-6: 1050 hr; Grades 7-12: 1137 hr).

ii. Districts could count pupil instructional minutes for courses taken during an interim period towards “summer school” membership, following all current law requirements/prohibitions pertaining to summer school (academic purposes, no tuition for residents, allowable fees, etc.).

c. Online courses for summer school and interim sessions
i. Districts will be permitted to count, for summer school purposes, the minutes that pupils receive online instruction for an online summer course (pupils in grades 7 - 12).

ii. Districts will be permitted to include in their summer school counts for online courses those non-resident pupils who Open Enroll into the district (unlike regular “classroom” summer school, for which districts may not include the summer minutes for non-resident pupils who were already OE-into the district).

iii. The same prohibition against charging tuition and the authority to charge reasonable fees to cover the cost of personal items/consumables/materials, for summer school applies the new law for online courses.

iv. Will first be effective for summer school 2014 (i.e., for 2014-15 membership).
2013 ACT 255 – Special Education

a. Permits a school board to contract with private or public agencies for substitute teaching and paraprofessional staffing services, and allows these expenditures to be claimed as eligible costs for state categorical Special Education Aid.
b. The change is first effective for state aid paid in the 2014-15 school year (for expenditures in 2013-14). 
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