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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #553, May 16, 2014
PI-1547 TRANSPORTATION REPORT OPENED MAY 15: The Pupil Transportation (PI-1547) report was re-designed last year. The report collects ridership data for the ‘Regular School’ and/or ‘Vocational Programs’.  The Portal opened on May 15 and will close on June 27, 2014.  Each school district that provides free pupil transportation to their students from their residency to the school of attendance is encouraged to submit the ridership data for the 2013-2014 school year. Access to the report and instructions can be found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pupiltran1.  For more information, contact:  Bruce Anderson at 608-267-9707 or bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov
FEES FOR COMPUTERS AND IPADS NOT ALLOWED:  Current state law allows school districts to collect fees from students for certain purposes. The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) has little direct authority over local policies and practices regarding fees, thus, these issues are typically resolved locally. However, fees, in general, are a visible topic, so the DPI School Finance Team has put together a document that provides background information intended to help districts in developing school fee policies and practices.  It’s not a legally-binding document but is informational, guided by what we believe the Supreme Court case [State v. Sinclair, 65 Wis. 2d 179 (1974)] says about fees and “apparatus” or equipment. The fee document is located at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_fees.    

Based on the court case and relevant statutes, DPI believes there can be no charge for computer or iPad use. As with anything money-related, affordability is different even within non-indigent student families, and we believe the Supreme Court wanted to eliminate that affordability difference (advantage) when it comes to accessibility for apparatus or equipment.   For more information, contact:  Karen Kucharz at 608-266-3464 or karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov.
SPECIAL ED ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING CHANGES: Earlier this month, the special education fiscal reporting contacts received an email memo summarizing the various fiscal changes going on this spring with special education. These include contracted special education  subs & aides, updated guidance, the new Fund 27 Matrix, and other updates. The memo is available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_speced as a PDF download.  Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with any questions.

SPECIAL EDUCATION LICENSE INFORMATION UPDATED FOR ELO: The licensing information for Special Education and School-Age Parents Aid eligibility has been updated to reflect the new DPI license codes implemented with the Educator Licensing Online (ELO) system. “Valid Reporting and License Codes for Special Education/Pupil Services Staff” is available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_specedn and maps WUFAR and PI-1202 coding onto the license required for an employee’s salary and benefits to be eligible for categorical aid. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with any questions.

SCHEDULED DPI PRESENTATIONS: 

[May 20-23, WASBO Spring Conference, Wisconsin Dells]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[May 28, WICPA Auditor Conference, Country Springs, Pewaukee]

[May 29, WICPA Auditor Conference, Holiday Inn, Stevens Point]

UPCOMING WASBO/WASDA WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:  Register at wasbo. com [WASBO] / wasda.org [WASDA]
[May 20-23, WASBO Spring Conference, Wisconsin Dells]
[June 17: WASBO Certified School Risk Manager Program, Administering School Risks, Oshkosh]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Gundrum, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.gundrum@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #552, May 13, 2014
SUMMER SCHOOL 2014 - ONLINE CLASSES ELIGIBLE:  2013 Wisconsin Act 257 includes changes regarding summer school membership eligibility related to online instruction for pupils in grades 7-12 that are effective for the 2014-2015 school year (Summer 2014).  The following letter highlights important criteria for inclusion in the student membership count for state aid and revenue limit purposes:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/2013%20Act%20257%20Online%20Courses%20Letter.docx 

Additional summer school information can be accessed from the SFS Team home page at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/ .  Select “Summer School” from the gray scan bar on the left side of the page.

HIGH COST TRANSPORTATION AID – JUNE 16, 2014 PAYMENT:  2013 Wisconsin Act 20 (Section 121.59, Wisconsin Statutes) created a new categorical aid program that provides $5 million in additional funding to school districts in Wisconsin that have higher per pupil transportation costs when compared to the statewide average per pupil transportation cost.  Each district with a per pupil transportation cost that exceeds one hundred and fifty percent (150%) of the statewide average per pupil transportation cost will receive a share of this categorical aid.  2013-14 aid is based on audited information from the previous fiscal year (2012-13). 

The following spreadsheet includes school district data and final 2013-14 aid payments: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/Final%202013-14_High_Cost_Transportation_Aid_Posting.xlsx (Link corrected as part of Bulletin #553, May 16, 2014)
Additional information can be accessed from the SFS Team home page at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/.   Select “Aid Information” from the gray scan bar on the left side of the page, then select “High Cost Transportation Aid Information”. 

REMINDER - TRANSFER OF SERVICE:  The School Financial Services team upgraded the department’s online security system. Starting with the 2013 Fiscal Year Transfer of Service (TOS), online application security will be processed through the Application User Management system.  The district administrators already have some familiarity with it, as it is used for both Open Enrollment (OPAL) and Homeschool Reporting (HOMER) applications.   The Transfer of Service Portal was opened on Monday February 24th. To access the Transfer of Service Portal, the district administrator in each school district will need to grant access to individual staff members through the Application User Management (CMM) system so TOS applications can be completed.  This document will guide the district administrators through the process:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/doc/Assigning%20TOS%20Access%20to%20School%20District%20Staff%20Member%20June%202013.pdf
If you have questions, please contact Bruce W. Anderson at (608) 267-9707 or bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov. 

NATIONAL FOREST INCOME PAYMENTS RECEIVED FROM WI DNR:  School districts receiving a national forest income payment from the State of WI - DNR are reminded to use Source 780, Federal Aid Received through the State Agencies other than DPI, as the revenue code.
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