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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #554, May 31, 2014
STATE TUITION PAYMENTS FINAL FOR 2013-14:  Payments of 2013-14 state tuition have been finalized based upon audited data. Total claims did not exceed the appropriation this year, so all claims will be paid in full. Details and final payment amounts are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_tuit_st.  Payments will be made on June 2, 2014. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

FINAL SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Final payment amounts for 2013-14 Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid have been determined and worksheets are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. The final proration rate (percentage of eligible costs reimbursed) is 27.10% and special education aid transits should be based on this rate. Payments of eligible agencies’ remaining 25% of aid plus an additional amount reconciling the final proration rate will be made on June 9. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.
SUPPLEMENTAL SPECIAL EDUCATION AID: Eleven school districts are eligible this year for supplemental special education categorical aid—details are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_supspedaid1. A district may not receive both supplemental and high cost special education aid, and the districts eligible for both programs have withdrawn their high cost claims. Payments will be made on June 17. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

SCHEDULED DPI PRESENTATIONS: 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
UPCOMING WASBO/WASDA WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:  Register at wasbo. com [WASBO] / wasda.org [WASDA]
 [June 17: WASBO Certified School Risk Manager Program, Administering School Risks, Oshkosh]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Gundrum, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.gundrum@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #553, May 16, 2014
PI-1547 TRANSPORTATION REPORT OPENED MAY 15: The Pupil Transportation (PI-1547) report was re-designed last year. The report collects ridership data for the ‘Regular School’ and/or ‘Vocational Programs’.  The Portal opened on May 15 and will close on June 27, 2014.  Each school district that provides free pupil transportation to their students from their residency to the school of attendance is encouraged to submit the ridership data for the 2013-2014 school year. Access to the report and instructions can be found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pupiltran1.  For more information, contact:  Bruce Anderson at 608-267-9707 or bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov
FEES FOR COMPUTERS AND IPADS NOT ALLOWED:  Current state law allows school districts to collect fees from students for certain purposes. The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) has little direct authority over local policies and practices regarding fees, thus, these issues are typically resolved locally. However, fees, in general, are a visible topic, so the DPI School Finance Team has put together a document that provides background information intended to help districts in developing school fee policies and practices.  It’s not a legally-binding document but is informational, guided by what we believe the Supreme Court case [State v. Sinclair, 65 Wis. 2d 179 (1974)] says about fees and “apparatus” or equipment. The fee document is located at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_fees.    

Based on the court case and relevant statutes, DPI believes there can be no charge for computer or iPad use. As with anything money-related, affordability is different even within non-indigent student families, and we believe the Supreme Court wanted to eliminate that affordability difference (advantage) when it comes to accessibility for apparatus or equipment.   For more information, contact:  Karen Kucharz at 608-266-3464 or karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov.
SPECIAL ED ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING CHANGES: Earlier this month, the special education fiscal reporting contacts received an email memo summarizing the various fiscal changes going on this spring with special education. These include contracted special education  subs & aides, updated guidance, the new Fund 27 Matrix, and other updates. The memo is available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_speced as a PDF download.  Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with any questions.

SPECIAL EDUCATION LICENSE INFORMATION UPDATED FOR ELO: The licensing information for Special Education and School-Age Parents Aid eligibility has been updated to reflect the new DPI license codes implemented with the Educator Licensing Online (ELO) system. “Valid Reporting and License Codes for Special Education/Pupil Services Staff” is available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_specedn and maps WUFAR and PI-1202 coding onto the license required for an employee’s salary and benefits to be eligible for categorical aid. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with any questions.
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