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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #561, July 11, 2014
2013-14 REVENUE LIMIT RE-RUN: The 2013-14 Revenue Limit was re-run on 7/9/2014 to incorporate 2013-14 membership changes occurring since the Final 2013-14 Revenue Limit run on 6/4/2014. Only those few affected districts will see a revision to their 2013-14 Revenue Limit computation and are encouraged to review the changes to determine the effect on their 2014-15 Revenue Limit computation.

The 2013-14 Revenue Limit worksheet is located under “Worksheets” on the SFS Team website left navigation bar (see “DPI Production Worksheets, then Revenue Limit Worksheets); or directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_rl_worksheets.
2014-15 REVENUE LIMIT CALCULATION UPDATED: The 2014-15 pre-populated Revenue Limit calculation worksheet has been updated to incorporate available data on record at DPI as of July 9, 2014 as well as revisions from the 2013-14 re-run (see previous section). All fields the 2014-15 spreadsheet have been pre-populated EXCEPT: 

· Line 1: (Base Revenue) 2013-14 Penalty for Unspent Energy Exemption (data will not be available until the PI-1506AC is received in September, 2014 and may reduce the base amount)

· Line 4: CCDEB Low Revenue Adjustment
· Line 6: (Membership Counts) Summer & September, 2014
· Line 8D: Federal Impact Aid Loss Exemption
· Line 10D: Adjustment for Rescinded Taxes Exemption
· Line 10E: Prior Year Open Enrollment (uncounted pupils) Exemption
· Lines 14 & 15: Current Year Levy Amounts
· Line 17: October 1, 2014 Property Values (Computer and TIF-OUT Values)
Districts will need to estimate the above-listed data until it becomes available. The school finance team will add information to the 2014-15 Revenue Limit worksheet as it becomes final. 

Please note that the July 1 Estimate of 2014-15 General Aid has been entered on line 12A in the worksheet. Data on this line WILL change again when the Department issues the October 15 Aid Certification this fall. Remember to use the October 15, 2014 Certification when setting the levy.

Reminder: This worksheet is provided as a guide. Districts are responsible for the calculation of their district’s Revenue Limit calculation.

The 2014-15 Revenue Limit worksheet is located under “District Budget Development and Planning” on the SFS Team website; or directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.  If information conflicts with district records, please contact a school finance consultant.
2013-14 SUMMER AND REGULAR YEAR TRANSPORTATION REPORTS HAVE BEEN CLOSED: The Pupil Transportation (PI-1547) report collects ridership data for the 2013-14 ‘Regular School’ and/or ‘Vocational Programs’; the PI-1547-SS collects ridership data for the summer of 2013 (2013-14 FY).  The SFS Team had extended the closing date for both the PI-1547, and the PI-1547-SS, from June 27 to July 9, 2014.  Both reports were closed on July 9th.
If a district needs to access either of these reports to made modifications, or to enter data, the district will need to contact Bruce Anderson, lead Consultant on the Transportation Reports, to open the report.  If you have questions, please contact Bruce at 608-267-9707 or by email at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov.

SUMMER 2014 (2014-15 FY) PUPIL TRANSPORTATION REPORT (PI-1547 SS): The 2014-15 Summer Pupil Transportation Report (PI-1547-SS) opened on Thursday, July 10, 2014, to correspond with the extended closing date for the 2013-14 PI-1547 Report.  Access to the report and instructions can be found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks.  If you have questions, please contact Bruce Anderson at 608-267-9707 or by email at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov.

CODING FOR PCORI FEES AND OTHER PLAN ADMINISTRATION FEES: Districts are reminded that Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) fees are a requirement of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). As the SFS Team advised districts last year, we recommend charging this fee to Object 940 – Dues and Fees, and to the function you charge your plan administration fees. If there are no separate plan administration fees, we recommend function 239000, 252000 or 299000. Please contact one of the School Finance Auditors for questions regarding this topic.

In the coming months, the SFS Team will be putting together guidance for districts pertaining to the coding of plan administration fees generally, including the Reinsurance Assessment fee, which districts will be responsible for paying later this year or early in 2015.  The guidance will be distributed in a future School Finance Bulletin, as well as an update in the WUFAR.  However, districts should be aware that going forward (beginning 2014-15), plan administration fees will not be considered aidable for purposes of State Categorical Special Education Aid and so should not be coded to Project code 011.

For federal awards, administration fees coded to object 940 should be treated as an indirect cost of the federal award.  Per OMB Circular A-87, Cost Principles for State, Local, and Indian Tribal Governments, indirect costs are generally those that are incurred for a common or joint purpose benefiting more than one cost objective and are not readily assignable to the cost objective specifically benefitted without effort disproportionate to the results achieved.
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[Reports currently open: PI-1505 Census; PI-1804 Pupil Count-Summer]

[July 9 – Report closed:  PI-1547/1547-SS Pupil Transportation for summer 2013 & 2013-14 FY]

[July 10 – Report opened: PI-1547-SS Pupil Transportation – summer 2014 (2014-15 FY)]

[July 14 – Report opens: PI-1524 State Tuition Claim]

[July 28 – Reports open: PI-1505 Annual, PI-1505 SE, PI-1505AC, PI-1506AC, PI-1506 FB Audited Fund Balances; Audited Financial Statements]

[July 28 – Aid payments: Delayed Equalization Aid; Computer Aid from DOR]

UPCOMING WASBO/WASDA WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:  [August 13-14, WASBO – New School Administrators & Support Staff Conference, Madison; register at http://www.wasbo.com/wasbo/newadmin] [August 6-7, WASDA – New Superintendent Workshop I, Stevens Point; Register at https://wasda.site-ym.com/]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Gundrum, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.gundrum@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #560, July 10, 2014

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES – 2013-14 PRE-AUDIT CPS DATA COLLECTION FORM: 2013 Wisconsin Act 306 amended Wisconsin Statute 120.14, which requires the district to hire a licensed accountant to audit the school district accounts annually.  Wisconsin Act 306 requires the annual audit to include information about expenditures for community programs and services. This requirement became applicable upon the effective date of Act 306, and thus, applies to 2013-14 expenditures.

As a means of collecting data for this new audit requirement, all districts will be required to complete the “2013-14 Pre-Audit Community Programs and Services Data Collection Form”, which the district’s auditor will used for the 2013-14 audits.  This data collection form (Excel file) can be downloaded from the School Financial Services (SFS) webpage, at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/, select “Comm Serv Fund” from the navigation menu on the left side of the page; or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv.

Please note that all districts are required to complete the 2013-14 Pre-Audit Community Programs and Services Data Collection Form to fulfill the requirements under Act 306. Questions about completing the form may be directed to Bruce Anderson [Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov, or at 608-267-9707] or to Erin Fath [Erin.Fath@dpi.wi.gov, or at 608-267-9209]

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES – 2014-15 SURVEY OF CPS [FUND 80] LEVIES AND PLANNED EXPENDITURES: Per 2013 Wisconsin Act 20, districts are again required to report to DPI on planned levy and expenditures for Community Programs and Services (Fund 80) for the 2014-15 fiscal year.  The SFS Team has opened the 2014-15 survey, which is available at the link below.

As a reminder, under Act 20, districts are required to report the 2014-15 planned Fund 80 levy and expenditure information the within budget summary presented at the annual meeting (for common school districts); on the agenda for the meeting at which the school board sets the levy (for unified school districts); or within the budget communicated to the common council under s. 119.16(8)(b) (school board of a 1st class city school district).  Districts are then required to submit this information to DPI (via the online Fund 80 Survey) within 10 days of the meeting.

Upon completion of the Fund 80 survey, districts will have the opportunity to view and print the district’s responses from within the survey tool.  District responses from the survey will be converted to a single report that will be published to the DPI’s website [Community Service Fund web page]. SFS Team staff will update the report on regular, weekly basis. Therefore, depending on what point during the week a district completes the survey, it may take up to one week before the district sees its survey responses in the Fund 80 Report that the SFS Team publishes on the DPI website.  This will NOT affect the district’s reported date of submission, thereby ensuring that the district does not appear to be out of compliance with the 10-day reporting window specified under Act 20.

Please note that under Act 20, if a district modifies the amount to be levied into Fund 80 from what had been approved by the board and reported to DPI, the district will be responsible for submitting that modification to DPI.  In this situation, a district would report the modification via the survey tool.

The “School Financial Services Fund 80 Survey” can be accessed from the SFS Team home page at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/.  Select “Comm Service Fund” from the gray scan bar on the left side of the page, then select “School Financial Services Fund 80 Survey” to access the survey, or directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv
Districts are also reminded that the levy authority limitations created under 2013 Acts 20 and 46 do still apply to districts for the 2014-15 fiscal year. For information on Fund 80 levy limitations, please see 2014-2015 Levy Authority and District Reporting Requirements for the Community Services Fund, at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/community-service-fund-limits-and-reporting-requirements-under-2013-wisconsin-act-20  (“2014-15 Requirements, LEVY AUTHORITY”)
Additional information pertaining to Fund 80, including the Fund 80 related provisions under 2013 Acts 20 and 46, can be accessed from the SFS Team website at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv.

Questions concerning the Fund 80 reporting requirements or other Fund 80 related provisions included in Act 20 may be directed to:  Erin Fath, Assistant Director, SFS Team at (608) 267-9209 or Bruce Anderson, School Administration Consultant, SFS Team at (608) 267-9707.
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