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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #576, October 8, 2014
REVENUE LIMITS -- CLARIFICATION ON PROPERTY TAX CHARGEBACKS: State law provides for two types of chargeback situations, and each is treated differently when it is necessary for school districts to charge back the tax base to recover refunded tax dollars:

Section 74.41, Wis. Stats. 

Situation #1. A property tax owner can request a refund of taxes paid as a result of a delayed determination from a Board of Review (BOR), Board of Assessors (BOA), or a court. Examples: a major manufacturer was deemed to have been overvalued, paid taxes on the (now erroneous) valuation, and requests a refund of taxes paid; a home was not re-assessed after a major fire that significantly reduced the property value, the owner paid taxes on the higher value, and requests a refund of taxes paid. On November 15 of each year, the Department of Revenue sends notices to the underlying taxing jurisdictions (which include school districts) requesting payment by February 15 (to be used to refund the taxpayer). 

Districts having paid a refund under sec. 74.41, Wis. Stats., are allowed to increase Line 10D of their revenue limit computation by the refunded amount, recovering the refund cost within the Fund 10, Source 211 controlled levy. Do not use Line 15C for these chargebacks. See Situation #2 below.
The SFS team has recently asked the Department of Revenue for a file of all refund notifications sent to districts on November 15, 2013 under sec. 74.41, Wis. Stats., and will enter this information in Line 10D on the district’s 2014-15 pre-populated worksheet as soon as it is received.  We believe the updates should occur on October 13th.
Section 74.42, Wis. Stats. 

Situation #2. This state law addresses the chargeback of uncollectible net personal property tax. When districts submit tax invoices to the underlying municipalities in the fall each year, districts will receive the full amount of their invoices by the following August. Occasionally, the municipality cannot subsequently collect from the taxpayers the full amount sent to the district. In this case, districts will have to pay back the local municipality the amount that was uncollectible. Chargebacks under sec. 74.42, Wis. Stats., are NOT eligible for a revenue limit exemption. Districts recover the cost of these refunds via Line 15C Prior Year Levy Chargebacks, Fund 10, Source 212 on the revenue limit worksheet. 

Please contact Karen Kucharz Robbe at karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or (608) 266-3464 should you have questions. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[Reports currently open: PI-1563 Pupil Count Report; PI-1563-YCA (Challenge Academy); PI-1804 Pupil Count Summer School Report] 
[Financial Reports PI-1505 Annual, PI-1505 Annual SE, PI-1505AC, and PI-1506AC will re-open on October 15]
UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[November 3-4: Midwest Facility Masters Conference, Kalahari Resort & Conference Center, WI Dells]

[December 2: WASBO Winter at a Glance, Madison Marriott West, Middleton]
[December 3-4:  WASBO/WASPA School Personnel Academy, Madison Marriott West, Middleton]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Gundrum, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.gundrum@dpi.wi.gov]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #575, October 1, 2014
FINANCIAL REPORTS CLOSING TODAY OCTOBER 1: The PI-1505AC, PI-1506AC, PI-1505 Annual and PI 1505-SE Annual reports will close at midnight on October 1.  These reports will remain closed until October 15th.  

PI-1804 PUPIL COUNT SUMMER SCHOOL DUE OCTOBER 3:  Please remember to finish up your PI-1804 Pupil Count Summer School Report.  The summer school counts impact your 2014-15 revenue limit calculation. 
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION REPORT (PI-1547 SS) FOR “SUMMER 2014 (FY 2014-2015)” DUE OCTOBER 3: The Pupil Transportation (PI-1547 SS) report has been re-designed to match the PI-1547 report. The reporting portal will close on Friday, October 3, 2014.  Summer school (held in 2014) starts the 2014-2015 school year with regard to pupil transportation data.  Please send this reminder to your transportation director and other staff members who participate in the collection and entry of the PI-1547SS data.  It is logical to enter the data as soon as practical so the information is not miss-placed or lost. 
For more information about the transportation reports, please contact Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov at (608) 267-9707.

PI-1563 SEPTEMBER PUPIL COUNT REPORT DUE OCTOBER 8:  The PI-1563 Pupil Count Report is due on Wednesday, October 8. 

The Pupil Count Report has been updated to reflect changes in state law pertaining to the counting of certain pupils enrolled in Course Options and we have modified how you will count home-schooled pupils attending a public school in their resident school district or a non-resident school district. 

Districts will be able to access this report from the School Financial Services home page at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/, by selecting the “School Finance Reporting Portal” link and then “Log In to View or Submit Data” link.  After logging in, from the district’s home page, you may select either the “Status and Due Dates” or the “Non-Financial Data Home” link to access the PI-1563 (September) Pupil Count Report. Resources are available to assist districts in generating the pupil count data. Pupil count report instructions and a worksheet are available on the team’s website at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_membrpt2.

Counting students is a complicated process.  If you have questions, please contact either Carey Bradley at 608-267-3752 or carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov or Karen Kucharz Robbe at 608-266-3464 or karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov.
CHECK SCAM ALERT: Woody Wiedenhoeft, WASBO’s Executive Director, has sent the following warming on the WASBO Peer to Peer Communication thread. WASBO has received the following warning and the advice to check your accounts daily seems very appropriate.  

"… I discovered some additional checks that cleared our bank yesterday that had check numbers that we hadn't issued yet.  (The numbers were close, and actually those numbers will be issued this week.)  When I pulled up copies of the checks on line they look almost identical to our checks and even have the three school board member signatures on them.  The font is a bit different than what we use for the written dollar amount of the check and it is lined up a bit differently.  So far three fraudulent checks have cleared our account.  Two were made out to a David James Green in Milwaukee and one to Jeffrey William Ruggow of Green Bay.  The check numbers are consecutive and the check to Jeffrey was for $2,266.55 and the checks to David were for $1,866.55 and $2,266.55.  Interesting that each of the checks end in 66.55.

 

The bank said they are seeing this more frequently.  Someone makes a photo copy of a check and then is able to print their own copies right down to the signatures, routing and account numbers.”
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