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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #582, December 1, 2014
NEW SFS ASSISTANT DIRECTOR:  The new School Financial Services Team Assistant Director is Dr. Debra Towns, who will begin her duties on January 12, 2015.  Dr. Towns is currently the Program Coordinator of the School Business Management Graduate Program at UW-Whitewater and serves as an Instructor for graduate and undergraduate courses.  Debi brings a wealth of experience to the DPI having previously served as an Adjunct Professor at Cardinal Stritch University, as a State Representative in the Wisconsin State Assembly, a School Administration Consultant on the SFS Team, a school board member for the School District of Edgerton and as a school district business manager for the Brodhead School District.  Debi has achieved her Ph.D. in Leadership, Learning and Service from Cardinal Stritch University.
We look forward to Debi joining the SFS Team in January, 2015.
SFS TEAM SCHOOL FINANCE AUDITOR:  Michele Gundrum has been promoted to a position in DPI’s business office.  I wish her the best in her new role.  So, we now have a position open for a School Finance Auditor.  If you are looking for a career change or a chance to join the SFS Team, please review the posting at http://lists.dpi.wi.gov/t/210294/223489/3716/0/.  The deadline to apply for the position is Monday January 5, 2015.
If you have questions regarding the position, feel free to contact me at (608) 266-6968 or e-mail  robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov.

Fund 80 LEGISLATIVE REPORT:  2013 Wisconsin Act 20 required the Department of Public Instruction to report on the school district levies for community programs and services (Fund 80) to the State of Wisconsin Joint Committee on Finance.  To view the report, please go to the Community Service Fund Information at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv where links to the related documents are provided.
REMINDER:  SEPTEMBER 2014 PART TIME HOME-SCHOOL, NON-RESIDENT PUPILS: In 2013-14, counts for non-resident pupils attending part time were collected within the PI-1563 wizard, but because of some general confusion between RESIDENT and NON-RESIDENT part time attendance students, it was decided that the 2014-15 data would be reported separately. 
As a refresher, here are the instructions from the September, 2014 PI-1563 wizard:

Change in Reporting Part Time Home-School, Non-Resident Pupils 

	Effective for the 2014-15 school year, non-resident, part time attendance, home-schooled pupil information will not be collected in the wizard. Districts should report information by using the Non-Resident Part Time Attendance spreadsheet found at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_membrpt2. Completed Non-Resident Part Time Attendance spreadsheets should be sent to the School Financial Services Team using the mailing information in the spreadsheet.

As background information, 2013 Wisconsin Act 20 permits a school district to count for General Aid (but not Revenue Limit) purposes a non-resident, home-school pupil (but not a non-resident private-, parochial- or tribal-school pupil) taking courses in the district under §118.53 in an amount equal to 0.25 FTE per course, up to two courses per semester (i.e., district could count a maximum of 0.50 FTE per non-resident, home-school pupil).

Membership counting Information on resident part time attendance pupils can also be found at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_membrpt2. 


We are asking districts to review their September 2014 counts for these pupils and report attendance per the instructions to ensure districts earn membership FTE these eligible students. By the way, part time home-school, non-resident pupils will be reported in the upcoming January count in the same manner – not in the PI-1563 wizard. 

Contact Karen Kucharz Robbe at Karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or at 608-266-3464 if you have questions.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[December 1 – Report Due: PI-1504 Budget for 2014-15]

[December 1 – Report Due: PI-1504 SE (Special Education) Budget for 2014-15]
[December 1 – Due: Audited Financial Statements and Single Audits for 2013-14] 

[Reports currently open: PI-1563 Pupil Count Report; PI-1563-YCA (Challenge Academy); PI-1804 Pupil Count Summer School Report] 
[Financial Reports currently open: PI-1505 Annual; PI-1505 Annual SE; PI-1506 AC open on a request basis only] 

UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[December 2: WASBO Winter at a Glance, Madison Marriott West, Middleton]
[December 3-4:  WASBO/WASPA School Personnel Academy, Madison Marriott West, Middleton]
[February 4, 2015: WASBO Transportation & Bus Safety Conference, Kalahari Resort & Conference Center, Wisconsin Dells]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Auditor:





]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 
Starts January 12, 2015]



]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #581, November 20, 2014
AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS DUE DECEMBER 1st: The 2013-14 audited financial statements are the final piece of information the department collects for the most recent school year.  The statements are reconciled to district and auditor reported data on the PI 1505 Annual Report and the PI 1506 AC.  Therefore, it is important that this information be received in a timely fashion so that the finance team can complete and close the auditing of prior year financial data. If the audited financial statements are not filed by the December 1 due date, the district administrator, board clerk and auditor will receive a letter addressing the potential withholding of aid.  If this due date is not attainable, notify one of the DPI school finance auditors immediately.  Be prepared to provide an explanation of the issue and when it is expected to be resolved via e-mail. 
PI-1504 and PI-1504 SE BUDGET REPORTS DUE DECEMBER 1st: The 2014-15 PI-1504 and PI-1504 SE (Special Education) Budget Reports are due December 1, 2014. Call a Finance Consultant or Auditor if you have questions or problems submitting the reports. 

FUND 80 (COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES) REVIEW: School districts are required to include information about expenditures for community programs and services in their mandatory annual audit.   We are recommending your district review your 2014-15 posting of expenditures to categories that match the activities identified as being a part of your Community Programs and Services (Fund 80).  It is imperative you are able to document that each expenditure recorded in Fund 80 is both an actual and additional cost.  Failure to adequately maintain supporting documentation for an expenditure can result in the identified cost being classified as being “ineligible”.  Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year audit, a school district’s 2015-2016 revenue limit will be reduced by the amount of any ineligible costs expended for community programs and services in Fund 80.

AID PAYMENT SCHEDULE BY DISTRICT 2014-15:  The 2014-2015 Equalization Aid and Special Adjustment Aid Payment Schedule have been posted for school districts to review. Amounts are based on 2014 October Equalization Aid Certification. The “Aid Payment Schedule by District” worksheet (Excel file) has been loaded to the web and is available at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pay_aid_info.

SECOND SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the December 15, 2014 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid have been determined and worksheets are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

The PI-1505-SE Special Education Annual Report has been reopened for edits and late changes. It will be closed again on Monday, December 15 for processing of January aid payments.

2014-15 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: The SFS Team posted a revised version of the pre-populated 2014-15 Revenue Limit worksheet.  The new version of the pre-populated 2014-15 revenue limit worksheets is available and can be accessed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet
The SFS Team will periodically post revised versions of the 2014-15 Revenue Limit Worksheet to reflect the most recent data available, including Fall 2014 levies, as reported to DPI via the PI-401 Report.  Please note the "DATA AS OF" date and time stamp in the upper left side of the worksheet.  
Districts are reminded to enter Energy Efficiency Resolution and Referendum results into SAFR (http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks) as soon as results are known in order that the revenue limit worksheets we post include this data.
Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.
2015-16 REVENUE LIMIT LINE 10D ADJUSTMENT FOR REFUNDED OR RESCINDED PROPERTY TAXES  Section 121.91(4)(q), Wis. Stats., allows districts to charge back to the tax base amounts refunded to municipalities as a result of a redetermination of property value (sec.74.41, Wis. Stats.).

DPI has received notification that last week, the Department of Revenue (DOR) mailed to districts their annual sec. 74.41 Charge Back Payment Notices. The letter can be identified as follows: 1) on DOR letterhead; 2) dated November 13, 2014; 3) sent by the DOR Local Government Services Bureau to the District Administrator; 4) references a “palpable error that would affect the equalized value”; and 5) has a municipal payment deadline of February 15, 2015. Not all districts will receive a letter. All letters are dated November 13, 2014.

We encourage districts to take note of this mailing, as amounts required to be refunded under this statute will qualify for a Line 10D revenue limit exemption on the district’s 2015-16 revenue limit worksheet. Districts are able to levy for this sec.74.41 refund in Fall, 2015 within the revenue limit under Fund 10, Source 211. All property tax charge backs are coded to 10E 492000 972.

The other type of charge back a district may encounter is related to uncollectible personal property taxes. Notification will come directly from the municipality (not DOR) and is NOT eligible for the revenue limit exemption. Districts are able to levy for this type of refund in Fall, 2015 under fund 10, Source 212. All property tax charge backs are coded to 10E 492000 972.

Contact Karen Kucharz Robbe at (608) 266-3464 or karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov should you have questions. 

2015-16 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT BASE DATA: The preliminary 2015-16 Revenue Limit pre-populated worksheets are now available on the School Financial Services website under “District Budget Development and Planning” or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.  At this time, the worksheet contains ONLY the base computation (Line 1), membership numbers for 2012, 2013, 2014 (Lines 2 & 6), and Recurring Referenda (Line 8A) and Non-Recurring Referenda (Line 10A). All data is at it appears on district reports submitted in SAFR as of November 19, 2014. No other fields contain data. 
Be advised that the 2015-16 numbers are preliminary and based on the district's 2014-15 computation. Note that membership numbers for Summer & Fall, 2014 will be audited in Spring, 2015, and any resulting changes to the 2014 membership data may affect your FINAL 2014-15 Revenue Limit status, which may in turn, change your 2015-16 base computation. Also note that districts utilizing energy exemptions in the 2014-15 Revenue Limit will be audited for actual energy expenditures during the Summer of 2015. Any amount that the district levied for which there is not a documented energy expenditure authorized under the exemption will be deducted from the 2015-16 base, as applicable.

Finally, be mindful that a new legislative budget session begins in January, 2015. The Revenue Limit computation as it appears here may not be the same as the one eventually passed into law for 2015-16. We will post new information as it becomes available. Until then, districts will need to use estimates.

Please contact a School Finance Consultant if you have questions or your records do not match what you see here.

REMINDER -- NEW SFS TEAM AUDITOR LISTSERVE: We have created a listserv for district auditors and others interested in audit and accounting issues identified by the School Financial Services (SFS) Team.  Please join the Listserve for CPA Firms Auditing Wisconsin School Districts and CESAS at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_auditor_break
Bottom of Form

The School Finance Team “Leaauditor” (local education agency auditor) mailing list is designed to facilitate timely and interactive electronic communication among the SFS Team and the public accounting firms that audit school districts, CESAs, and other local education agencies. The SFS Team uses this list to send out routine correspondence, audit alerts, notices of major additions to our website, as well as, facilitate discussions among the subscribers to the listserve.

Please contact one of the School Finance Team Auditors located on the Staff Directory if you have questions.
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