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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #584, December 19, 2014
DPI SCHOOL FUNDING VIDEO: The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction has released a video, “Our School Funding System, and Why Change is Needed,” which explains the state’s sometimes confusing school funding system and why reform is necessary. It features animations of abstract concepts as well as interviews with Wisconsin citizens. The video can be viewed here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WphM3RqsBPo 

State Superintendent Tony Evers’ earlier video explaining his state education budget is available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjvxZRt8kgI 

Please direct comments or questions about these news items to Tom McCarthy, DPI Communications Officer, at 608-266-3559.

THIRD SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the January 20, 2015 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid have been determined and worksheets are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. The PI-1505-SE Special Education Annual Report has been reopened for edits and late changes. It will be closed again on Monday, January 12 for processing of February aid payments. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.
SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES (SFS) DATA WAREHOUSE: Data is loaded into the SFS Data Warehouse only after it is audited and considered final. Recently, all available, finalized data elements from the 2013-14 and 2014-15 fiscal years were uploaded to the Warehouse at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/SFS_data_warehouse_main. 
Be advised that the 2013-14 fiscal year data not yet loaded are Comparative Cost and Comparative Revenue, which will be computed after desk audits of district 2013-14 Annual Reports are completed in Spring 2015. The only 2014-15 data already loaded in the Warehouse are the 2014-15 October 15 Aid Certification and the Fall 2014 Certified Tax Levies.

Due to the long time interval between finalization of data elements, year-over-year comparisons will look incomplete. The SFS Team will upload data as it becomes finalized and available.

Contact Karen Kucharz Robbe at 608-266-3464 or at karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov should you have questions. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 [Reports currently open: PI-1563 Pupil Count Report; PI-1563-YCA (Challenge Academy); PI 1804 Pupil Count Summer School Report] 
[Financial Reports currently open: PI-1505 Annual; PI-1505 Annual SE; PI-1506 AC open on a request basis only] 

UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[January 21 - 23: 2015 Joint State Education Convention (http://www.wasb.org/websites/convention/index.php?p=834), Milwaukee] 
[February 4, 2015: WASBO Transportation & Bus Safety Conference, Kalahari Resort & Conference Center, Wisconsin Dells]

[February 17-18, 2015: WASBO Wisconsin Federal Funding Conference, Kalahari Resort & Conference Center, Wisconsin Dells]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Auditor:





]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 
Starts January 12, 2015]




[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #583, December 13, 2014
DPI ONLINE LEARNING CONSULTANT RECRUITMENT The School Management Services Team has reopened the School Administration Consultant Position related to online learning options.  If you are interested please view the posting at 
 https://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=76514&jobid=76029&org=255&class=59490.
If you would like to discuss the position with the supervisor, please contact Tricia Collins, Director, School Management Services, 608-266-7475, tricia.collins@dpi.wi.gov. 

 

REGISTRATION FOR WISCONSIN’S 2015 FEDERAL FUNDING CONFERENCE IS NOW OPEN:  You can register at https://www.wasbo.com/WASBO/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=20150127 for the Federal Funding Conference on Tuesday and Wednesday, February 17-18, Kalahari Resort in Wisconsin Dells. To maintain the integrity and quality of this conference, registration is limited to 550 participants. The conference fills up quickly, so please do not wait to get your team registered. 

This year’s agenda is packed with guidance that will benefit all staff – those new to the profession as well as those who have attended this conference in the past. There will be introductory sessions on IDEA, ESEA and Perkins funding and compliance as well as advanced sessions on fiscal management of federal funds, indirect cost recovery and property and procurement regulations. 

In addition, this year’s conference will focus on the amended federal grant rules under the Omni Circular, which will be implemented July 1, 2015. This includes changes to time and effort reporting, allowable costs, risk assessment and monitoring, all with a new focus requiring written procedures. DPI will also be presenting on the roll-out of WISEgrants, the state’s new Federal Grant Management system. 

The tentative agenda and session descriptions can be viewed at http://sped.dpi.wi.gov/fedfundcon
Who should attend?  Anyone who works with federal grants, but especially those who work with ESEA, IDEA and Perkins. This includes administrative staff, Title I Coordinators, Directors of Pupil Services, superintendents, business managers, fiscal staff, CESA and CCDEB staff. The sessions will benefit all school districts and independent charter schools. 

As always, we strongly encourage districts and 2r charter schools to send a team representing the business office and program areas. The sessions are designed to address both angles with an emphasis on collaboration and communication. 
PI-1563 PUPIL COUNT REPORT GUIDANCE: The pupil count date is Friday, January 9, and the report is due Wednesday, January 28. A district that fails to submit the report by the due date will automatically receive a membership audit. Detailed guidance on submitting the report is provided below. Questions about the report should be submitted to Bruce Anderson, Consultant, at Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 or Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant, at Karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464.
Please route the following information to the individual(s) who completes the PI-1563 January Pupil Count Report for your district. 

If your district is unable to hold school on January 9, a request for an alternative pupil count date may be submitted to the State Superintendent (sec. 121.05(3), Wis. Stats.). Send your request by e-mail to Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant, at Karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov.  Please specify the alternative date that you are requesting. In most circumstances, the date should be either the Thursday before, or the Monday after, the Friday count date.

The PI-1563 Internet Pupil Count Report will be open January 9 and can be accessed through the Reporting Portal link on the School Financial Services Team website located at 

http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html.  Pupil count report instructions and a spreadsheet are available under the “Membership” link on the left-hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/doc/guidelinesforcounting_Sept_14.doc  HYPERLINK "" 

 HYPERLINK ""  and 
http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/pi1563_worksheet_v2_9_26_2014.xls. 

Again this year, districts will be required to document a reconciliation process for membership changes from the September count date to the January count date. Information about this requirement is available as a webcast located on the team’s website under “Webcast Presentations” or directly at: 

http://dpimedia.wi.gov/main/Viewer/?peid=81a311ce5f8a45f78da9b9a21bf50075. It is entitled, “PI 1563 September/January Pupil Count Reconciliation Webcast.” By January 9, 2015, the 2014-15 pupil count reconciliation worksheet will be available under the “Membership” link on the left-hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_membrpt2.  
Districts that are selected for membership audits per sec. 115.28(18), Wis. Stats., will be announced on January 30, 2015. 

Districts that need to amend their pupil count after required membership audits are announced will do so by one of two ways: 1) If your district has a membership audit, simply go into the reporting portal and make the changes. The auditor will verify any changes upon completion of the audit. 2) If your district does not have a membership audit, send an e-mail to Karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov requesting the SFS team to open the portal along with an explanation of the changes that will be made. The district will then be advised via an e-mail response when the portal will be open for revisions. If you have questions, please contact Karen Kucharz Robbe at Karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464.
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