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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #597, June 7, 2015
FINAL 2014-15 REVENUE LIMIT CALCULATION: The department is required by law to calculate each district’s final revenue limit for compliance with s. 121.92(2), Wis. Stats. Each district's 2014-15 final revenue limit worksheet was recently calculated using data on file at the department as of May 26, 2015. The worksheet reflects updated membership figures resulting from membership audits and district corrections. District worksheets can be found under “Worksheets” on the left-hand scan bar on the team’s home web page or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_rl_worksheets. Revenue limit penalties, if any, are noted in the “Results” box on page 2 and reduce the June equalization aid payment to your district. Membership FTE used to calculate the final revenue limit is found on your district’s home reporting page at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks. 
Please contact a School Finance Consultant should you have questions.
2015-16 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: The 2015-16 Revenue Limit pre-populated worksheets were recently updated with available information from the 2014-15 Final Revenue Limit calculation. Eligible carryover amounts now appear in Line 8A of the worksheet as well as updates to Summer and September, 2014 Membership and Referenda amounts in Lines 8E and 10A. Please note that this was a data update only, as the 2015-17 Biennial Budget has not yet been signed into law. The SFS Team will continue to update this calculation as additional information becomes available. Individual district worksheets can be found under “District Budget Development and Planning” on the team’s home web page. 
Please contact a School Finance Consultant should you have questions.
UPDATES REQUESTED FOR 2014-15 BUDGET REPORT REVISIONS AND STUDENT MEMBERSHIP CHANGES:  Districts are reminded to update 2014-15 budget data in the PI-1504 Budget Report, and to enter any necessary 2014-15 pupil count changes, by June 22, close of business day. At that time, the Budget Report and the PI-1563 Pupil Count Reports will be closed so that the School Financial Services Team staff can calculate the July 1st estimate of 2015-16 General Aid. Both the Budget and the Pupil Count Reports will be re-opened after the July 1st General Aid Estimate information is released.

GROUP FOSTER HOME REPORT OPEN: The 2014-15 Group and Foster Home Report (PI-1589) is now available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_foster.  The due date is June 30, 2015.  Forms submitted after June 30th will not be accepted.  Instructions are included in the link above, or can be accessed from the SFS home page [ http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov ] by selecting the link on the left side bar under “Group and Foster Home Reporting.”  
Please contact Diane Sullivan at 608-267-9114 or at Diane.Sullivan@dpi.wi.gov with any questions or concerns.

YEAR END REMINDER --  FUND 46 – LONG TERM CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND: If you plan to transfer funds to Fund 46 in the current fiscal year (2014-15):

1. Board action to establish the trust fund must be taken by June 30th.  

2. All accounting transactions must be cash transactions. If the cash deposit to the Fund 46 account is posted by the financial institution after June 30th, but on or before July 30th, the district may record the transaction as a June 30th accrual.  

3. Districts must provide certain documents to the Department in order to submit financial data used to calculate shared cost.  
For information about the Long Term Capital Improvement Trust Fund (Fund 46) and reporting to DPI see http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_capital_projects_funds. 
Please email documents to carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov to arrange for PI 1504/5 reporting access to report Fund 46 accounts.

OPEB REMINDER -- CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUND 73 DUE BY JULY 30th:  This is a reminder the 2014-15 physical cash contribution to the Fund 73 Employee Benefit Trust must be made by JULY 30, 2015 in order to be counted as an expenditure for 2014-15 (FY15).  Any contributions after July 30, 2105 will be considered a cost for 2015-16 (FY16).

Two OPEB reminders:

1.  If your district needed a new study for FY15 and it is not completed by the time of the contribution, your district can use the old study for DPI purposes of the ARC, the calculation of the contribution and the implicit rate subsidy payback.  However, you will need to have that current study so your auditors can complete the financial statements.  

2.  The maximum contribution amount.  A district can accrue an amount up to the unfunded liability (UAAL + Normal Cost).  In the case where a district may not currently have any unfunded liability, the district may contribute an amount up to the ARC as long as the study is current.  The district may not exceed the ARC if the unfunded liability is less than the ARC.  

If you have any questions regarding OPEB or Fund 73, please contact Derek Sliter at derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9218.

FORM PI-1086 (PROGRAM FISCAL REPORT) MODIFIED:  The Program Fiscal Report (Form PI-1086) is used to file for reimbursement of costs on federal and state grants.  PI-1086 has been modified to reflect the requirements of the new Federal Uniform Grant Guidance.    Please discard any old forms you may have saved on your computer and replace them with the revised form available on the DPI website at:  http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/pi-1086.  

Claims for reimbursement filed with the old claim for a subaward that falls under the new federal guidance will be returned.  You will be required to resubmit with the appropriate PI-1086.  To avoid this from happening, you may want to start using the new claim form for all claims submitted subsequent to this notice.  Even if the claim is for the 2014-15 fiscal year.

Claims for the 2014-15 grant period that are filed online (i.e. IDEA, ESEA) will remain on the old claim form.  The transition to the new claim form will occur for the 2015-16 grant period with the updating of the software applications.  You do not need to make any changes for these grants that are reported electronically. 

If you have questions please contact Al Virnig at 608-266-2428 or alan.virnig@dpi.wi.gov.

CTE TECHNICAL INCENTIVE GRANTS:  CTE Technical Incentive Grants are recognized as revenue at the time of receipt.  They are a state appropriation for which specific revenue recognition criteria was met prior to receiving the funds.  The grants are incentive grants and not cost reimbursement so costs are not tracked with a project code.  Receipt of the funds should be accounted for in Fund 10, Source 630.  
A listing of all aid payments made by the Department of Public Instruction is available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/aid_info  
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[June 22:  Revisions to 2014-15 PI-1504 Budget Report and the PI-1563 Pupil Count Reports]
[June 26:  PI-1547 Pupil Transportation Report Closing Date]

[June 30:  2014-15 Group and Foster Home Report (PI-1589)]

[June 30:  School Board Creation of Long Term Capital Improvement Trust Fund (Fund 46)]

[July 30:  2014-15 physical cash contribution to Fund 73 Employee Benefit Trust]

[July 30:  2014-15 physical cash contribution to Fund 46 – Long Term Capital Improvements]
UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Auditor: 608-267-9218



derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov
]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205


victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 


bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752


carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  



daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209


debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   



robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #596, May 22, 2015
FINAL 2014-15 GENERAL AID ELIGIBILITY: General Aid Eligibility for 2014-15 has been calculated using audited 2013-14 Annual Report data and final state guarantees. On October 15, 2014, estimated 2014-15 aid eligibility was calculated based on district PI-1506-AC reports. Differences that result from comparing the October 15, 2014 estimated aid eligibility and the recalculated final aid eligibility are 2014-15 aid adjustments. By statute, 2014-15 aid adjustments are added to or subtracted from a district’s 2015-16 September equalization aid payment (payment date is September 21) and will be incorporated into the district’s October 15, 2015 estimate of 2015-16 General Aid. The adjustments are considered 2015-16 revenue. 

Each district's “Final Calculation of 2014-15 General Aid” worksheet and the “2014-15 General Aid Eligibility Adjustments Summary” worksheet are found on the team’s website under “Worksheets” on the left hand scan bar or at directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aid_worksheets.

Membership FTE used to calculate the final aid eligibility is found on your district’s SAFR home page at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks.  

Contact a school finance consultant if you have questions about the calculation. 

FIFTH SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the June 8, 2015 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid have been determined and worksheets are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. This payment includes the final 1/4 of each LEA’s aid, plus a small additional amount to reach the final aid proration rate of 26.79%. Final audit and licensure adjustments are also reflected in this payment. 

Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENTS:  DPI has approved 143 claims for High Cost Special Education Aid from districts and other LEAs that served 1,052 Wisconsin public school students with extraordinary special education needs in the 2013-14 school year. LEAs are eligible for reimbursement of 90 percent of individual students’ costs above $30,000 not covered by other state and federal special education funding. With $5,732,590 in state categorical aid and federal IDEA discretionary funds available to support $12,402,877 of eligible costs, we are able to fund those costs at a rate of 46.2%.

Information for each LEA on their June 15, 2015 payment is available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/highcost-sped. Please note there are two funding streams in the High Cost Special Education Aid program: state aid is coded to source 625 and IDEA discretionary funding is coded to source 711. Each LEA will also receive a letter by mail detailing the aid received for each individual student. Districts whose residents were served by another LEA that submitted a High Cost Special Education Aid claim on their behalf, but did not submit claims of their own, will also receive letters.

Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with any questions.

MODIFIED SPECIAL EDUCATION LICENSURE AUDITS FOR 2014-15:  Due to the ongoing transition of DPI licensure and staff reporting via the new online systems, the “No Valid License” information provided to auditors as part of the Special Education Audit Program will not be available for audits of the 2014-15 school year. A modified audit procedure involving manual licensure testing will be used. The procedure replaces the licensure testing portions of the Special Education Audit Program—all other sections of the audit program remain in place. With the modified procedure, auditors will be verifying licensure for a sample of LEA staff.  LEAs able to document staff who applied for the proper license in 2014-15 but have not yet received it will be deemed in compliance with the licensure requirement.

The audit program modification is available in the Audit Manual Index at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aud_list under “Chapter 4 Special Education.” 

Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with any questions.

STATE TUITION PAYMENTS: Payments of 2014-15 state tuition have been finalized based upon audited data and all claims will be paid in full. Details and final payment amounts are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_tuit_st.  Payments will be made on June 1. 

Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

GENERAL PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AID REALLOCATION PAYMENTS: Revised pupil transportation payments will be released on June 15, 2015.  To see the value for each school district go to “Pupil Transportation Aid – Information” http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pupiltran1 website and scroll down to “2014-2015 Transportation Aid Payments – May 19, 2015”. This spreadsheet lists each school district and under the “2011 Act 105 Reallocation Balance” column (K) is the actual payment the district will receive.  
Please contact Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 with questions. 

PI-1547 2014-15 TRANSPORTATION REPORT OPENED MAY 20: The report collects ridership data for the ‘Regular School’ and/or ‘Vocational Programs’.  The Portal opened on May 20 and will close on June 26, 2015.  Each school district that provides free pupil transportation to their students from their residence to the school of attendance is encouraged to submit the ridership data for the 2014-2015 school year. Access to the report and instructions can be found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pupiltran1.  
Contact Bruce Anderson at 608-267-9707or bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov with any questions.
TRANSFER OF SERVICE (TOS) – UPDATED PROCESS:  A Transfer of Service (TOS) request submitted through PI-5000 continues to require the requesting school district to answer several questions. Question #3 is “Where did the student transfer from?”  There are three possible answers: (A) “From another Wisconsin public School district”;  (B) “From a governmental unit in another State”; or (C) “From a governmental unit in another country”.  Each of these choices is followed by a dropdown list where an addition selection must be made. 

Regardless of the choices made in answering question #3, the school district will need to be able to confirm that the student’s most recent school was another governmental unit.  Additional information is available “Transfer of Service” http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/transfer-service website in the “Transfer of Service General Information – Basic Guidelines” document.
Please contact Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 with questions. 

FOOD SERVICE VENDING SALES AND STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS:  Districts are reminded that school food service operations should not partner with school organizations in selling food items in order to split the profit for scholarship funds. The following Q & A addressing this topic was included in the DPI Food and Nutrition (FNS) Team’s Spring 2014 Newsletter, sent to all Authorized Reps and School Food Service Directors:
Q - If a food service director were to partner with a school organization (i.e., student council, FFA, FBLA, etc.) and purchase all items through Fund 50, with the students being responsible for the sale of items, could there be a fund transfer out of foodservice (Fund 50) into the student organization’s account to share the profits with the group? If some of the profits remain in foodservice (Fund 50), could the profits in foodservice (Fund 50) be used to offer a student scholarship?

A - The foodservice account (Fund 50) should be used to account for the school district’s food service programs and not for other purposes. There is no mechanism in Fund 50 to account for transfers out to other funds. (An “expenditure” in lieu of a transfer is not allowed.) If foodservice is purchasing the items for the group to sell, the group must reimburse the foodservice account for all costs related to this purchase (food costs as well as any labor costs involved). Please refer to USDA Memo SP 13-2014 (http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/SP13-2014os.pdf) for further information. 
If the student groups are purchasing and selling food items, then the revenues and costs related to those food sales should be accounted for in a student organization fund (Fund 60 and/or Fund 21). 

Business managers and any staff responsible for overseeing the financial aspects of the district food service are strongly encouraged to review the complete Q & A in the FNS Spring 2014 Newsletter, found at: http://fns.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/fns/pdf/snt_spr14.pdf. 
Please contact a School Financial Services Consultant if you have any questions.
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