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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #600, June 18, 2015
UPDATED INFORMATION ON MEDICAID & AID TRANSIT ACCOUNTING: The Fund 27 (Special Education Fund) section of the WUFAR Accounting Issues and Coding Examples page (http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_wufaracct_code_ex) has been updated with two revised documents. “Medicaid Reimbursement” has been overhauled in response to many questions from districts and other LEAs. “Purchased Services and Aid Transits” expands upon an older document, “SPED Open Enrollment Billing & Aid Transits,” to cover purchased services in general and how transits of grant or aid funds are recorded. A couple of reminders:

· The only Medicaid transactions coded to Fund 27 are those involving interim (fee-for-service) SBS claim payments or refunds from the current and previous years. Transactions involving MAC, cost settlement, and older (two years or more) SBS claims are coded to Fund 10.

· Transits of grant or aid funds MUST be recorded in full rather than being “netted out” of an invoice or payment. An aid transit may be applied to an invoice as a credit, but the full service cost and aid transit credit must be listed separately on the invoice, and the billing and paying LEAs must record and report both the service cost and the aid transit.

The updates are meant to clarify existing fiscal reporting requirements and provide more easily understood examples. Please contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with any questions or suggestions.

CORRECTION ON HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID LETTERS: Some of the May 18th letters informing certain LEAs of their High Cost Special Education Aid payments contained an error. For LEAs serving non-residents, the note describing the coding of aid transits included the wrong object. Transits of High Cost Special Education Aid are Fund 27 expenditures coded to function 491000—use object 937 and project 342 for IDEA funds, or object 936 and project 019 for state funds. Payments of IDEA High Cost aid were posted to the Aids Register with project 000, but a district may use project 342 for coding the revenue. (Project 342 includes a variety of programs funded with DPI’s IDEA discretionary funds.)

SPRING SCHOOL DISTRICT CERTIFICATION OF 2014 VALUES – SCHOOL AID: The spring certification of school district property values can now be found on the School Finance Team’s website under “Property Valuation” on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_propval.

Twice a year, the Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) certifies equalized values to DPI for distribution to school districts. Property values, determined as of January 1, 2014, were first seen in the October 1, 2014 value certification as “tax apportionment” values. School districts used the tax apportionment values in the revenue limit computation and to apportion the school levy. This spring, DOR provided a final certification of those same January 1, 2014 values, some of which may have been changed as a result of Board of Assessor adjustments. This spring certification of January 1, 2014 values is referred to as the “school aid” certification and will be used in the 2015-16 Equalization Aid computation. Districts should use the value in the last column entitled, “TID OUT COMBINED VALUE with BOA Changes” for Equalization Aid projections.

Please be advised that values appearing in this certification have not yet been altered by reorganization orders effective July 1, 2015.  The SFS Team will notify affected districts after the team receives and processes value changes related to reorganization orders. Reorg-adjusted, spring values will be used in the October 15, 2015 certification of 2015-16 General Aid.  
Contact Karen Kucharz at karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464 with questions.

FINAL INDIRECT COST RATES FOR 2015-16:  Final indirect cost rates for fiscal year 2016 (based on audited 2013-14 costs) for School Districts, CESAs and CCDEBs have been posted on the Department’s website at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_indirect.  Districts that submitted Form PI-1161, Indirect Cost Rate Adjustment, will be receiving an official letter which reflects their final rates after any necessary adjustments. All CESAs and CCDEBs have also been issued letters.  

Contact Gene Fornecker at eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-7882 with questions.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[June 22:  Revisions to 2014-15 PI-1504 Budget Report and the PI-1563 Pupil Count Reports]
[June 26:  Public Hearing on PI-17 Rule – Summer and Interim Sessions]

[June 26:  PI-1547 Pupil Transportation Report Closing Date]

[June 30:  2014-15 Group and Foster Home Report (PI-1589)]

[June 30:  School Board Creation of Long Term Capital Improvement Trust Fund (Fund 46)]

[July 30:  2014-15 physical cash contribution to Fund 73 Employee Benefit Trust]

[July 30:  2014-15 physical cash contribution to Fund 46 – Long Term Capital Improvements]
UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
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PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #599, June 12, 2015

SUMMER SCHOOL AND INTERIM SESSION RULE PI-17: The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction will conduct a hearing from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Friday, June 26, at the agency’s Madison headquarters in the GEF 3 building, Room P41, 125 South Webster Street, to accept public testimony on proposed rules related to summer school and interim session programs.  For more information, please visit the DPI newsroom website http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-release/dpinr2015_63.pdf.

This proposed rule change will modify PI 17 as a result of the statutory changes made in 2013 Wisconsin Act 257.  The hearing notice is at http://pb.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/pb/Signed%20PI%2017%20public%20hearing%20notice%20for%20website.pdf .  The rule can be accessed at http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/chr/all/cr_15_038 .

SUMMER SCHOOL AND STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  As we move into summer, the School Finance team would like to remind districts of the guidelines when it comes to students with disabilities participating in summer school and Extended School Year (ESY) programming:

· ESY refers to the instructional and related services specified by a student’s IEP and provided outside the normal school year, including summer.

· An IEP may specify taking a summer school class offered by the district. However, that does not make a portion of the class allocable to “special education.” Only the excess costs of providing ESY are coded to Fund 27. (For example, if a student’s IEP specifies taking a summer reading course with one-on-one aide support, the aide’s salary and benefits are ESY costs coded to Fund 27 but the reading teacher’s entire salary and benefits remain in Fund 10.)

· Stand alone ESY programming may not be counted as minutes for summer school FTE. ESY provided in a summer school class may not be counted as minutes for summer school FTE unless the student’s participation requires no excess costs. (In the prior example, the student could not be counted for summer FTE because the aide’s salary and benefits are an excess cost coded to Fund 27.)

· Costs associated with making summer school programming accessible to students with disabilities are coded to Fund 10. Those are “504” or “ADA” costs, not special education costs.

· A district may offer optional summer school classes targeted toward students with disabilities, but the costs of those classes are still coded to Fund 10. (There is no such thing as “special education summer school.”) A class specifically for providing ESY and restricted to only the district’s students whose IEPs specify taking it may be provided during the summer—it would not be considered summer school and its full cost is coded to Fund 27.

If you have questions about summer school and students with disabilities, contact Carey Bradley at carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-3752, or Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212.

2015 FEDERAL CHARTER SCHOOLS PROGRAM GRANTS COMPETITION FOR REPLICATION AND EXPANSION OF HIGH-QUALITY CHARTER SCHOOLS:  The U.S. Department of Education’s Charter Schools Program (CSP) has just announced the 2015 CSP Grants Competition for Replication and Expansion of High-Quality Charter Schools.  This program is designed to assist non-profit charter management organizations, and other entities that are not for-profit entities, in replicating or expanding high-quality charter schools with demonstrated records of success.  Applicants must have experience operating more than one high-quality charter school.  Descriptions of the previous grantees from 2010, 2011, 2012, and 2014 can be found on the U.S. Department of Education’s website (http://www2.ed.gov/programs/charter-rehqcs/awards.html) 

In 2015, the U.S. Department of Education plans to use up to $40,000,000 for this competition, and estimates making between 19 and 25 awards (the Department is not bound by any estimates).

Applications are due by July 15, 2015, at 4:30:00 p.m. (Washington DC time), and must be submitted through Grants.gov.  Applicants must register at Grants.gov prior to submitting an application.  The registration process can take up to several weeks if all steps are not completed accurately or in a timely manner.

A pre-application meeting will be held via webinar on June 16, 2015 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. (Washington, DC time).  For those interested in participating in the webinar, please pre-register by emailing their name, organization, and contact information with the subject heading “PRE-APPLICATION MEETING” to CharterSchools@ed.gov. More information is available on the CSP website (http://www2.ed.gov/programs/charter-rehqcs/applicant.html )
To read the Notice, please click on the following link: FY15 84.282M Notice Inviting Applications (https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/06/12/2015-14386/application-for-new-awards-charter-schools-program-csp-grants-for-replication-and-expansion-of )
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