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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #601, June 28, 2015
2014-15 PI 1505 CENSUS REPORT – OPENS JULY 1 & DUE AUGUST 21: The PI-1505 Census Report will open for submission on July 1, 2015 and is due August 21. Data from the required report is used in the computation of Common School Fund (library) aid. More information on the Common School Fund can be found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comsch. For reporting your district’s census, go to the SFS team page at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/ and select “School Finance Reporting Portal” and then “Log In to View or Submit Data.” After entering your ID/Password, the Census Report can be found in either the “Status and Due Dates” or “Non-Financial Data Home” links. Proper authorization is required through the district’s PI-1500 Contacts Report. 

Please contact Carey Bradley at (608) 267-3752 or email at: carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov with questions. 
NEW TOOL FOR CENSUS COUNT 2015 REASONABILITY CHECK:  State statute §120.18(1)(a) allows districts to identify census numbers by utilizing one of two established processes:

1. Perform an actual physical census count

2. Perform a mathematical calculation to determine a school census number

If you are not physically out in the community surveying households and recording children ages four through twenty, you are likely using the mathematical calculation.  If you are using a census module in your pupil tracking software to determine the census, please review the data to ensure the program is pulling the correct data.  

If you are a K-12 district, you are to report your resident students ages four through twenty at a point in time.  K-8 and UHS districts only count residents of the specified ages for the respective type of district.  In addition to the resident students in your seats, you may also have residents attending another public school, a private school, and home based children.  Do not include nonresident students attending your district through open enrollment in your census report.
You should review your local resident data and census count to see if it is reasonable compared to the data collected by the State.  The first check is to compare your Census count to your September Adjusted Head Count per the PI 1563. http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/SFS_data_warehouse_membership September Adjusted Head Count- Residents enrolled in a public school (not FTE)  

In addition to data maintained regarding residents at the local level, the following data is reported at the state level:

http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/sms_hbstats  Home Based Residents by district
http://lbstat.dpi.wi.gov/lbstat_privdata Private School Students: district listed based on location of private school

http://wisedash.dpi.wi.gov/Dashboard/Page/Home/Topic%20Area/Graduation/ Public School District graduates
http://lbstat.dpi.wi.gov/lbstat_ngrad  Private School Graduates
EXAMPLE DISTRICT: 
2015 Census Reasonability Check – Resident Children Between the Ages of 4 and 20 










Detail
     Summary
· Public School Student Total





       2,030

1. Enrolled in a Public School District



2,000

 
(Resident) Adjusted Head Count, September 2014 

2. Residents Attending other public schools


     30


     (State Schools-not OE)

· Private School Students, September 2014



   
300

· Home-based private educational programs, September 2014

     
40

· Other Children Between the Ages of 4 and 20 (Not Included Above)
(Estimated number of 19 to 20 year olds)



           260

1. Graduates -- Class of 2014




   130





Public
Completers 







Public Non Completers
 

  



Private






2. Graduates Class of 2013




   130

Public
Completers



 


Public Non Completers






Private




  

TOTAL: Estimated Resident Children Between the Ages of 4 and 20


2,630
2015 REASONALBILITY CHECK

Census Report Count







2,630


(Resident) Adjusted Head Count, September 2014



2,000


The Census is 131.5% of the adjusted head count.  Can the 630 child difference be accounted for and explained looking at the data and local trends?

	
	


Please contact Carey Bradley at (608) 267-3752 or email at: carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov with questions. 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUND 73: This is a reminder that the 2014-15 physical cash contribution to the Fund 73 Employee Benefit Trust must be made by July 30, 2015 in order to be counted as expenditure for 2014-15 (FY15).  Any contributions after July 30, 2105 will be considered a cost for 2015-16 (FY16).

Two OPEB reminders:

1.  If your district needed a new study for FY15 and it is not completed by the time of the contribution, your district can use the old study for DPI purposes of the ARC, the calculation of the contribution and the implicit rate subsidy payback.  However, you will need to have that current study so your auditors can complete the financial statements.  

2.  The maximum contribution amount.  A district can accrue an amount up to the unfunded liability (UAAL + Normal Cost).  In the case where a district may not currently have any unfunded liability, the district may contribute an amount up to the ARC as long as the study is current.  The district may not exceed the ARC if the unfunded liability is less than the ARC.  

For additional information, the Fund 73 memorandum has been updated at   http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/Letter_to_LEAs_with_Fund73_6-25-15.pdf.  
You can access OPEB and Fund 73 information by going to the SFS Team page at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov and selecting “Benefit Trust Fund” on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_emp_benefit_trust_fund. 
If you have any questions regarding OPEB or Fund 73, please contact Derek Sliter at derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9218.

SUMMER SCHOOL 2015 (STARTS THE 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR) -- PI-1804 SUMMER SCHOOL COUNT:  The PI-1804 report opens July 1, 2015. Summer school student counts are reported to the DPI using the SFS Team’s Reporting Portal:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks.   The following workbook is used for assistance when reporting the required information: PI-1804 Downloadable Excel Worksheet - including instructions, PI-1804 form and PI-1804 worksheet.


PI-1805 is the form needed for reporting the summer school participation of students officially enrolled in the Integration Transfer Program (ITP). The program is commonly referred to as the 220 program. Only districts in the Milwaukee area are eligible for this program.PI-1804 & PI-1805 Downloadable Excel Worksheet at - This spreadsheet combines PI-1804 (Summer School) and PI-1805 (Summer School ITP Summary). 

A PowerPoint document was created to assist districts with questions related to summer school counts and is located at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/ppt/sumsch4.ppt. 

You are strongly encouraged to review your summer school fees and to verify related expenditures, on a course by course basis, before you submit the report.  Additional summer school information and workbooks can be found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_summ_sch.  
If you have questions, please contact Carey Bradley at 608-267-3752 or carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[June 30:  2014-15 Group and Foster Home Report (PI-1589)]

[June 30:  School Board Creation of Long Term Capital Improvement Trust Fund (Fund 46)]

[July 30:  2014-15 physical cash contribution to Fund 73 Employee Benefit Trust]

[July 30:  2014-15 physical cash contribution to Fund 46 – Long Term Capital Improvements]
UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Auditor: 608-267-9218


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov
]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  


daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209

debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #600, June 18, 2015
UPDATED INFORMATION ON MEDICAID & AID TRANSIT ACCOUNTING: The Fund 27 (Special Education Fund) section of the WUFAR Accounting Issues and Coding Examples page (http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_wufaracct_code_ex) has been updated with two revised documents. “Medicaid Reimbursement” has been overhauled in response to many questions from districts and other LEAs. “Purchased Services and Aid Transits” expands upon an older document, “SPED Open Enrollment Billing & Aid Transits,” to cover purchased services in general and how transits of grant or aid funds are recorded. A couple of reminders:

· The only Medicaid transactions coded to Fund 27 are those involving interim (fee-for-service) SBS claim payments or refunds from the current and previous years. Transactions involving MAC, cost settlement, and older (two years or more) SBS claims are coded to Fund 10.

· Transits of grant or aid funds MUST be recorded in full rather than being “netted out” of an invoice or payment. An aid transit may be applied to an invoice as a credit, but the full service cost and aid transit credit must be listed separately on the invoice, and the billing and paying LEAs must record and report both the service cost and the aid transit.

The updates are meant to clarify existing fiscal reporting requirements and provide more easily understood examples. Please contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with any questions or suggestions.

CORRECTION ON HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID LETTERS: Some of the May 18th letters informing certain LEAs of their High Cost Special Education Aid payments contained an error. For LEAs serving non-residents, the note describing the coding of aid transits included the wrong object. Transits of High Cost Special Education Aid are Fund 27 expenditures coded to function 491000—use object 937 and project 342 for IDEA funds, or object 936 and project 019 for state funds. Payments of IDEA High Cost aid were posted to the Aids Register with project 000, but a district may use project 342 for coding the revenue. (Project 342 includes a variety of programs funded with DPI’s IDEA discretionary funds.)

SPRING SCHOOL DISTRICT CERTIFICATION OF 2014 VALUES – SCHOOL AID: The spring certification of school district property values can now be found on the School Finance Team’s website under “Property Valuation” on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_propval.

Twice a year, the Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) certifies equalized values to DPI for distribution to school districts. Property values, determined as of January 1, 2014, were first seen in the October 1, 2014 value certification as “tax apportionment” values. School districts used the tax apportionment values in the revenue limit computation and to apportion the school levy. This spring, DOR provided a final certification of those same January 1, 2014 values, some of which may have been changed as a result of Board of Assessor adjustments. This spring certification of January 1, 2014 values is referred to as the “school aid” certification and will be used in the 2015-16 Equalization Aid computation. Districts should use the value in the last column entitled, “TID OUT COMBINED VALUE with BOA Changes” for Equalization Aid projections.

Please be advised that values appearing in this certification have not yet been altered by reorganization orders effective July 1, 2015.  The SFS Team will notify affected districts after the team receives and processes value changes related to school district reorganization orders. District reorganization -adjusted, spring values will be used in the October 15, 2015 certification of 2015-16 General Aid.  

Contact Karen Kucharz at karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464 with questions.

FINAL INDIRECT COST RATES FOR 2015-16:  Final indirect cost rates for fiscal year 2016 (based on audited 2013-14 costs) for School Districts, CESAs and CCDEBs have been posted on the Department’s website at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_indirect.  Districts that submitted Form PI-1161, Indirect Cost Rate Adjustment, will be receiving an official letter which reflects their final rates after any necessary adjustments. All CESAs and CCDEBs have also been issued letters.  

Contact Gene Fornecker at eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-7882 with questions.
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