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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #602, July 1, 2015
2015-16 JULY 1 GENERAL AID ESTIMATE: Each July 1, the department is required, per Wis. Stat. sec. 121.15(4)(b), to provide districts with an estimate of the upcoming year’s General Aid. General Aid includes Equalization, Special Adjustment and Special Transfer (Chapter 220) Aid. The estimate for 2015-16 is based upon provisions contained in the Joint Committee on Finance amendments to 2015 Senate/Assembly Bill 21 (2015-2017 Biennial Budget Bill) at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_genaid_current. 

Other data was taken from the following sources: 

1. Audited 2014-15 district membership on file at the department as of June 22, 2015. (Note that Foster Group Home Membership adjustments are not included in this estimate. The PI-1589 Group and Foster Home FTE Log is due on June 30, 2015, and results will be incorporated into the October 15 Certification of 2015-16 General Aid.) The online detail membership report is found on each district’s home page within the School Financial Services (SFS) Reporting Portal on the team’s home web page located at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks.

2. 2014 School Aid Values certified to districts in May, 2015 (TIF-Out + Computer Value). Reorganization adjustments that become effective July 1, 2015 are not included, but will be included on the October 15 certification of aid eligibility worksheet. District values are located under “Property Valuation” on the left hand scan bar of the SFS Team home web page or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_propval.

3. 2014-15 Budget Report (PI-1504) Shared Cost as of June 22, 2015. The online Budget Report can be found under “Financial Data Home” on each district’s home page within the SFS Reporting Portal on the team’s home web page located at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks.

4. General Aid appropriation funding of $4,475,960,500 per the Joint Committee on Finance amendments.  

NOTE:  This aid calculation is an estimate based upon the best information available as of July 1, 2015. On October 15, 2015, the department will certify General Aid for 2015-16 using district 2014-15 PI-1505-AC (Aid Certification) data, as verified by school district auditors on the PI-1506-AC. The October 15 General Aid Certification must be used in district 2015-16 revenue limit calculations which determine 2015-2016 tax levies certified in Fall, 2015. 

The 2015-16 July 1 General Aid estimate worksheets are available on the team’s website under “Worksheets” on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aid_worksheets.  Use the pull down menu on the Excel worksheet to access your district’s aid estimate. Note that this aid estimate incorporates the 2014-15 October-to-Final adjustments.

A 2015-16 blank [executable] Excel Equalization Aid worksheet with the July 1 estimate cost ceilings and guarantee values is available under “Worksheets” on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_workexe.

Districts may wish to view an analysis of their General Aid eligibility over time. This analysis entitled “Multi-Year Longitudinal Analysis of General and Equalization Aid Formula Components,” is located at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_buddev_eq. 

2015-16 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: A revised version of the pre-populated 2015-16 revenue limit worksheets has been posted to the SFS Team website.  

This version of the 2015-16 worksheet includes the July 1 Estimate of General Aid in Line 12A. Districts are reminded that by law, the October 15 Aid Certification must be used in the 2015-16 Revenue Limit calculation when setting the Fall, 2015 levies. The worksheets can be accessed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet .
PI-1504 BUDGET REPORT The Budget Report (PI-1504) report has been re-opened for districts wishing to make changes to their 2015-16 budget data. The report may be accessed via the SFS Team’s Reporting Portal:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks
PI-1563 MEMBERHIP REPORT Districts that need to make changes to their 2014-15 pupil count data should contact Debi Towns, at debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov, to request that the report be opened to make changes.
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION REPORT (PI-1547SS) FOR “SUMMER 2015 (FY 2015-2016): The Summer 2015 Pupil Transportation (PI-1547 SS) report for the 2015-2016 school year will open Tuesday, July 7, 2015 and close on October 2, 2015.  The PI-1547 SS “Summer of 2015” reporting time period is completely independent of the PI-1547 for the 2014-2015 school year.  Please note the PI-1547 (for the 2014-15 school year) was scheduled to close on Friday, June 26, 2015.  Access to the either instructions can be found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/doc/Summary_of%20_Pupil_Transportation_150522.docx
Please contact bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9790, if you need assistance.  

DISTRICT STAFFING CHANGES – UPDATE PI 1500 CONTACTS: Beginning on July 1, many districts will experience staffing changes and it is a good time to review the PI 1500 School Contacts Report at https://apps4.dpi.wi.gov/SFS_PI-1500.  The “PI 1500 School Contacts Report” provides school districts with a tool that allows local decision making as to who is responsible for completing the different SFS Team school finance reports. It is important for someone to review the list of individuals who are deemed “Active” within the PI 1500 and edit as necessary.  An individual no longer with the district should be deactivated and the information on the “Profile” tab for the others should be checked for possible updates.  
Please contact bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9790, if you need assistance.  

NON-LEVY FUND 80 BALANCE TRANSFER: A one-time option to move non-levy fund balance dollars from Fund 80 to Fund 21 has been created, with prior DPI approval and passage of a Board of Education resolution.  Many districts have Fund 80 balances with the intent to use these dollars in the future as allowed by prior law.  State law was changed and school boards have limited options to address the use of accumulated Fund 80 balances.  A complete copy of the procedure and timeline can be found at top of the Community Service Fund Information http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv webpage or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/Final%20-%20Fund%2080%20Balance%20to%20Fund%2021%2004-22-2015%20PDF.pdf. 

Please contact bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9790, if you need assistance.  

STATE TUITION CLAIMS OPEN: The 2015-16 (FY 2016) claim workbook for State Tuition based on 2014-15 (FY 2015) costs is now available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_tuit_st.  Districts enrolling pupils residing in certain eligible facilities may claim tuition reimbursement from DPI under this program. Claims are due October 2, 2015. 

Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions about the program or claim process.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[June 30:  2014-15 Group and Foster Home Report (PI-1589)]

[June 30:  School Board Creation of Long Term Capital Improvement Trust Fund (Fund 46)]

[June 30: 2015-16 State Tuition Claim Workbook Open] 

[July 1: PI-1505 Census Report for 2014-15 Open]

[July 7: Summer 2015 Pupil Transportation (PI-1547 SS) Report for 2015-2016 Open]

[July 30:  2014-15 physical cash contribution to Fund 73 Employee Benefit Trust]

[July 30:  2014-15 physical cash contribution to Fund 46 – Long Term Capital Improvements]

[August 21:  PI-1505 Census Report for 2014-15 Due]
[October 2: 2015-16 State Tuition Claim Due] 
[October 2: Summer 2015 Pupil Transportation (PI-1547 SS) Report for 2015-2016 Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[August 12-13: New School Administrators & Support Staff Conference, Stevens Point, 
https://www.wasbo.com/WASBO/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=20150812]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Auditor: 608-267-9218


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov
]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  


daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209

debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #601, June 28, 2015
2014-15 PI 1505 CENSUS REPORT – OPENS JULY 1 & DUE AUGUST 21: The PI-1505 Census Report will open for submission on July 1, 2015 and is due August 21. Data from the required report is used in the computation of Common School Fund (library) aid. More information on the Common School Fund can be found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comsch. For reporting your district’s census, go to the SFS team page at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/ and select “School Finance Reporting Portal” and then “Log In to View or Submit Data.” After entering your ID/Password, the Census Report can be found in either the “Status and Due Dates” or “Non-Financial Data Home” links. Proper authorization is required through the district’s PI-1500 Contacts Report. 

Please contact Carey Bradley at (608) 267-3752 or email at: carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov with questions. 
NEW TOOL FOR CENSUS COUNT 2015 REASONABILITY CHECK:  State statute §120.18(1)(a) allows districts to identify census numbers by utilizing one of two established processes:

1. Perform an actual physical census count

2. Perform a mathematical calculation to determine a school census number

If you are not physically out in the community surveying households and recording children ages four through twenty, you are likely using the mathematical calculation.  If you are using a census module in your pupil tracking software to determine the census, please review the data to ensure the program is pulling the correct data.  

If you are a K-12 district, you are to report your resident students ages four through twenty at a point in time.  K-8 and UHS districts only count residents of the specified ages for the respective type of district.  In addition to the resident students in your seats, you may also have residents attending another public school, a private school, and home based children.  Do not include nonresident students attending your district through open enrollment in your census report.
You should review your local resident data and census count to see if it is reasonable compared to the data collected by the State.  The first check is to compare your Census count to your September Adjusted Head Count per the PI 1563. http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/SFS_data_warehouse_membership September Adjusted Head Count- Residents enrolled in a public school (not FTE)  

In addition to data maintained regarding residents at the local level, the following data is reported at the state level:

http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/sms_hbstats  Home Based Residents by district
http://lbstat.dpi.wi.gov/lbstat_privdata Private School Students: district listed based on location of private school

http://wisedash.dpi.wi.gov/Dashboard/Page/Home/Topic%20Area/Graduation/ Public School District graduates
http://lbstat.dpi.wi.gov/lbstat_ngrad  Private School Graduates
EXAMPLE DISTRICT: 

2015 Census Reasonability Check – Resident Children Between the Ages of 4 and 20 










Detail
     Summary
· Public School Student Total





       2,030

1. Enrolled in a Public School District



2,000

 
(Resident) Adjusted Head Count, September 2014 

2. Residents Attending other public schools


     30


     (State Schools-not OE)

· Private School Students, September 2014



   
300

· Home-based private educational programs, September 2014

     
40

· Other Children Between the Ages of 4 and 20 (Not Included Above)
(Estimated number of 19 to 20 year olds)



           260

1. Graduates -- Class of 2014




   130





Public
Completers 







Public Non Completers
 

  



Private






2. Graduates Class of 2013




   130

Public
Completers



 


Public Non Completers






Private




  

TOTAL: Estimated Resident Children Between the Ages of 4 and 20


2,630
2015 REASONALBILITY CHECK

Census Report Count







2,630


(Resident) Adjusted Head Count, September 2014



2,000


The Census is 131.5% of the adjusted head count.  Can the 630 child difference be accounted for and explained looking at the data and local trends?

	
	


Please contact Carey Bradley at (608) 267-3752 or email at: carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov with questions. 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUND 73: This is a reminder that the 2014-15 physical cash contribution to the Fund 73 Employee Benefit Trust must be made by July 30, 2015 in order to be counted as expenditure for 2014-15 (FY15).  Any contributions after July 30, 2105 will be considered a cost for 2015-16 (FY16).

Two OPEB reminders:

1.  If your district needed a new study for FY15 and it is not completed by the time of the contribution, your district can use the old study for DPI purposes of the ARC, the calculation of the contribution and the implicit rate subsidy payback.  However, you will need to have that current study so your auditors can complete the financial statements.  

2.  The maximum contribution amount.  A district can accrue an amount up to the unfunded liability (UAAL + Normal Cost).  In the case where a district may not currently have any unfunded liability, the district may contribute an amount up to the ARC as long as the study is current.  The district may not exceed the ARC if the unfunded liability is less than the ARC.  

For additional information, the Fund 73 memorandum has been updated at   http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/Letter_to_LEAs_with_Fund73_6-25-15.pdf.  

You can access OPEB and Fund 73 information by going to the SFS Team page at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov and selecting “Benefit Trust Fund” on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_emp_benefit_trust_fund. 

If you have any questions regarding OPEB or Fund 73, please contact Derek Sliter at derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9218.

SUMMER SCHOOL 2015 (STARTS THE 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR) -- PI-1804 SUMMER SCHOOL COUNT:  The PI-1804 report opens July 1, 2015. Summer school student counts are reported to the DPI using the SFS Team’s Reporting Portal:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks.   The following workbook is used for assistance when reporting the required information: PI-1804 Downloadable Excel Worksheet - including instructions, PI-1804 form and PI-1804 worksheet.


PI-1805 is the form needed for reporting the summer school participation of students officially enrolled in the Integration Transfer Program (ITP). The program is commonly referred to as the 220 program. Only districts in the Milwaukee area are eligible for this program.PI-1804 & PI-1805 Downloadable Excel Worksheet at - This spreadsheet combines PI-1804 (Summer School) and PI-1805 (Summer School ITP Summary). 

A PowerPoint document was created to assist districts with questions related to summer school counts and is located at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/ppt/sumsch4.ppt. 

You are strongly encouraged to review your summer school fees and to verify related expenditures, on a course by course basis, before you submit the report.  Additional summer school information and workbooks can be found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_summ_sch.  
If you have questions, please contact Carey Bradley at 608-267-3752 or carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov. 
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