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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #609, September 3, 2015
PI-1506-AC APPROVAL PROCESS:  The PI-1506-AC is due on September 11, 2015, and is submitted by the district’s independent auditor.  The report certifies the 2014-15 district costs and revenues used to calculate 2015-16 equalization aids.

During the DPI review of the PI-1506-AC, we will check to see if the district has any remaining errors in the PI-1505 Annual Report.  DPI will not approve the PI-1506-AC until all errors in the Annual Report are resolved.  Please understand that DPI must review and approve all PI-1506-AC reports.  When the majority of these reports are submitted around the due date, this process takes a little longer and we approve them as quickly as we can in the order they were received.  An email will be sent to the district and auditor when the PI-1506-AC has been approved and the district can then go in and submit their PI-1505 Annual Report.

We are also asking that auditors do not submit the PI-1506-AC until they are reasonably certain the numbers are accurate and won’t lead to more changes if the Annual Report has not been finalized.  If the due date is approaching and there are outstanding audit issues, please do not submit the report just to have it submitted on time.

If you have questions, please contact Derek Sliter at 608-267-9218 or derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov.

UPDATED GUIDANCE ON SPECIALIZED TRANSPORTATION: The School Financial Services team has updated its guidance on specialized transportation. The definition of incidental benefit has been clarified and a short-term accommodation for situations with a student newly experiencing homelessness has been added. 

The updated “Specialized Transportation Aid Eligibility and Funding” is available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_specedn.

PRE-APPROVAL FOR FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT:  The USDA policy, implemented January 1, 2015, that is found in memorandum SP 31-2014 states that requirements found in the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) guidance cited at 2 CFR Part 225 (Cost Principles for State, Local, and Indian Tribal Governments), Appendix B, section 15 (Equipment and other capital expenditures) require a pre-approval by the state agency for food service equipment purchases that exceed the SFA’s capitalization threshold or $5,000, whichever is less.  
The list of pre-approved equipment developed by SNT has been updated effective August 2015. The updated list and approval process for non listed items can be found at our website at http://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/procurement/equipmen-prior-approval. 
If you have questions about this policy memo or the process, please contact Kathryn Lederhause, Nutrition Program Consultant, at 608-267-9174 or kathryn.lederhause@dpi.wi.gov. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[September 11:  Transfer of Service PI-5000 Part B (Former School District of Service) Closes]
[September 11:  Auditor Aid Certification (PI-1506-AC) Due]

[September 11:  Audited Fund Balances (PI-1506-FB) Due]
[September 18:  Annual Report (PI-1505) Due]
[September 18:  Special Education Annual Report (PI-1505-SE) Due]
[September 18: Third Friday Pupil Count day – Report Due on October 7 (PI-1563)]
[September 25:  Transfer of Service PI-5000 Part C-Final (Requesting School District) Closes]
[October 1: Summer 2015 Pupil Transportation (PI-1547 SS) Report for 2015-2016 Due]
[October 1: Summer School minutes & fee data (PI-1804-1805) Report Due]
[October 2: 2015-16 State Tuition Claim Due] 
UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[September 16: First Year Superintendents Academy Workshop II, Madison, Concourse Hotel]
[October 8-9:  WASBO Fall Conference, Elkhart Lake]
[November 10: First Year Superintendents Academy Workshop III, Madison, WASDA School Leadership Center]  
[December 3: WASBO Winter at a Glance,  Marriott West, Madison]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Auditor: 608-267-9218



derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov
]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205


victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 


bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752


carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  



daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209


debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   



robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #608, August 27, 2015
SCHOOL FINANCE REPORTING PORTAL – PLANNED OUTAGE:  The Department of Public Instructions’ Central IT has scheduled critical maintenance to some of the internal servers that host many of the School Financial Services applications.   Unfortunately, this is unavoidable and necessary maintenance.
The outage is estimated to last from early morning until approximately 1:00 pm on Saturday (August 29).  The servers may need to be taken down and restarted several times.  Any changes made to SAFR reports during this time of intermittent connectivity might be allowed, but changes you make cannot be guaranteed.  The SFS Team will update you via another list serve when more information is known.
CHARTER SCHOOLS JOB OPPORTUNITY:  DPI is currently recruiting for a School Administration Consultant - Charter Schools position.  The position announcement is now posted at http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=84274&jobid=83788&org=255&class=59490&index=true.  Please share this announcement with those that may be interested.  If you have questions, you can contact Tricia Collins, Director, School Management Services Team at 608-266-7475.
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