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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #618, October 22, 2015
2015 FALL LEVY REPORT OPEN:  The PI-401 opened on Monday, October 19.  Go to the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks to access the report.  The PI-401 will be due on Monday, November 9, 2015.
WUFAR CODING FOR PRIVATE SCHOOL VOUCHER STUDENTS STATE AID DEDUCTION:  The expenditure for the state aid reduction for the private school vouchers should be coded to Object 387 Function 438000 in Fund 10.  The certified state equalization aid should be recorded at its gross amount.

EXPLANATION OF LINE 7B IN THE 2015-16 REVENUE LIMIT COMPUTATION – Many districts will have an amount in Line 7B for the first time this year. This amount is automatically computed when the per-pupil increase ($0), coupled with changes in the district’s membership, gives them a revenue limit authority on Line 7 that is LESS than Line 1. The amount generated in Line 7B is automatically added to get the district back to the amount in Line 1. Because of the $0 in Line 4A, this amount may be very similar to the Declining Enrollment Exemption in Line 10B.

These are 2 separate non-recurring exemptions – both added to your total revenue limit – and both backed out of the district’s base in 2016-17, similar to all other non-recurring exemptions that are levied.

Please contact a school finance consultant if you have questions. 

2015-16 PI-1504 BUDGET and SE BUDGET REPORTS OPEN:  The PI-1504 Budget and PI-1504 SE Budget for the 2015-16 school year are open.  Both reports will be due on November 30, 2015.  Go to the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks to access the reports.

HIGH COST SPECIAL ED AID TUTORIAL NOW AVAILABLE: A tutorial video on the claims process for High Cost Special Education Aid is now available on the DPI YouTube page. The video reviews our documentation and estimation worksheet, and walks through the entry and submission of a claim. Visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fTjoOUNNGag to view the tutorial. Because of our delay in posting this tutorial, we will extend the due date for claims to Monday, November 30. 

Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[October 20: 2015-16 Budget Reports PI-1504 and PI-1504 Special Education Open] 
[October 20: PI-401 Tax Levy Fall 2015 Report Open] 
[October 26: 2014-15 Financial Reports Re-Open]

[November 9: PI-401 Tax Levy Fall 2015 Report Due] 
[November 20:  High Cost Special Education Aid Claims Due]

[November 30: 2015-16 Budget Reports PI-1504 and PI-1504 Special Education Due] 
UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[October 22:  WASDA Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy, Madison, WASDA School Leadership Center]  
[October 23:  WASDA Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy, Stevens Point, Holiday Inn]
[November 10: First Year Superintendents Academy Workshop III, Madison, WASDA School Leadership Center]  
[December 3: WASBO Winter at a Glance, Marriott West, Madison]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Auditor: 608-267-9218



derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov
]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205


victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 


bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752


carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  



daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209


debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   



robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #617, October 15, 2015
2015-16 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: Revised versions of the pre-populated 2015-16 revenue limit worksheets are available.  This version of the 2015-16 worksheet will include the October 15 Certification of General School Aid and the non-recurring revenue limit exemption for private school voucher students.  The worksheets can be accessed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.  

Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  Pay close attention to the membership counts, particularly the 3rd Friday in September 2015 and Summer 2015 student FTE.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.

Finally, state law has created a few new non-recurring exemptions and adjustments to the 2015-16 revenue limits.  Please review these exemptions under Line 10.  The energy efficiency exemption has been modified this year (Line 10.C.) and if your board has approved its use, please confirm your details.

2015-16 REVENUE LIMIT – RESIDENT EXEMPTION FOR PRIOR YEAR (2014-15) “UNCOUNTED” OPEN ENROLLED PUPILS:  The Revenue Limit Worksheets posted by the School Finance Team at (http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet) have a “prior year open enrollment” revenue limit exemption on Line 10.E.  This refers to pupils who open enrolled out of your school district who were not included in your membership at the time you levied for the 2014-15 school year.  

DPI’s Open Enrollment staff will be sending out a mailing today to districts that were found eligible for the revenue limit exemption, which includes the name of the pupil and the revenue limit exemption amount.  The mailing will be sent to open enrollment contacts and school finance contacts in your district.

There are two categories of these pupils:

· When the legislature enacted the alternative application (exception) legislation, it provided for a revenue limit exemption (equal to the amount of the open enrollment payment) for pupils who attended under the alternative application procedure and who had not been counted by the resident district on the 3rd Friday.  This usually includes pupils who moved in from out of state or another Wisconsin school district or who had previously been attending a private school or homeschooling. 

To see the list of pupils for whom you received this exemption, in OPAL, click on the Counted in Membership tab under the Alt Apps tab.  Click on “Transfers Out” and switch the year to “2014-15”.  You will see a list of pupils who may have transferred under an alternative application, with two columns titled “Counted in Membership” and “Not Counted in Membership”.  You are eligible for the prior year open enrollment exemption for those pupils who were “Not Counted in Membership”.  The last column shows the amount of the revenue limit exemption. 

For pupils with disabilities, the amount shown is $0.  To determine the amount of the exemption, click on the pupil’s name.  This will take you to the Student Summary page, which shows how many days the pupil was open enrolled.  Multiply the number of days by $36.86 ($18.43 for .5 FTE and $21.12 for .6 FTE) for the amount of the open enrollment payment/revenue limits exemption. 

· The other category of pupils eligible for the exemption is any open enrolled pupils who had not been included in the revenue limit membership used for the levy.  This category is made up of pupils whose resident district in OPAL was incorrect at the time the resident district levied and which was later corrected.  Even if the district later amends its membership and recalculates the revenue limit, the district would already have levied for that year and cannot go back and increase the levy.  Therefore, the district is eligible for the same type of exemption in the following school year, equal to the amount of the open enrollment payment.  

Any district that had pupils who might be eligible for this exemption received a mailing from the OE staff to ascertain whether the pupil had been included in the revenue limit membership. 

If you have any corrections to what was entered into OPAL for your district, please let us know by Friday, October 23rd by sending us an email. 

If you have any questions, please contact us at openenrollment@dpi.wi.gov or at 888-245-2732, option 2.   

PRIVATE VOUCHER SCHOOL FINANCIAL IMPACTS:  Remember the Pupil Count Report will NOT be used to collect private school voucher student information per the changes in 2015 Act 55 (2015-17 Biennial Budget).   Beginning in 2015-16, state law directs DPI to count NEW students attending a private school with a state funded voucher for the purpose of:  (a) determining a new non-recurring revenue limit exemption (Line 10.H.); (b) reducing a district’s state aids payment in June 2016; and (c) increasing a district’s 2015-16 membership count used for state aid purposes in 2016-17.  DPI will make the membership adjustments and calculate the revenue limit and aid impacts.  Districts do NOT report the private school voucher student counts to DPI.  Districts do NOT calculate the financial impacts related to the private school voucher students.  
The 2015-16 estimated financial impacts can be viewed by going to the SFS Team page at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov  and selecting “Aid Information” on the left side.  Once at that page, select “Private Voucher School Financial Impacts”.  The table can be viewed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/2015-16%20Choice%20Revenue%20Limit%20Authority%20and%20State%20Aid%20Reduction%20by%20District-Sort%20Alpha.xlsx.   This information lists each school district alphabetically by district name and contains both the estimated 2015-16 equalization aid reduction and the non-recurring revenue limit exemption amount included on Line 10.H. of the 2015-16 revenue limit worksheet.

It is important to note that if a school board chooses to levy less than the private school voucher non-recurring revenue limit authority, the following year’s revenue limit carry-over total will be reduced dollar for dollar. 
PER PUPIL CATEGORICAL AID OUTSIDE THE REVENUE LMITS:  Please remember the per pupil categorical aid is outside the Revenue Limits:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/perpupil.  
Districts should be aware that, while Per-Pupil Aid for 2015-16 is $150 multiplied by Line 6 (Current 3-Year Average) from the district’s 2015-16 Revenue Limit Worksheet, the aid will be paid on the second Monday in July, 2016. This is a change from prior years, as districts will NOT receive the actual cash in the 2015-16 fiscal year. Per-Pupil Aid will be booked as a receivable for the 2015-16 fiscal year. This may affect cash-flow borrowing decisions. 

In 2016-17, vouchering of Per-Pupil Aid will return to the fourth Monday in March. 

The SFS Team annually posts a yearly schedule of the payment dates for state aid payments received by your district.  This is a useful document and can be accessed under “Aid Payment Information” on the left side of the web at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/ or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/paysch16.pdf.

If you have questions about state aid payments listed, please contact Victoria Chung, Accountant, at 608-267-9205 or victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov.
“GETTING SCHOOL FINANCE RIGHT” WORKSHOPS: WASDA and the SFS Team are presenting two identical workshops for new and experienced administrators, business staff, and others who complete and present the revenue limit and equalization aid to their boards and public. The workshops, October 22 in Madison and October 23 in Stevens Point, discuss in detail the revenue limit worksheet from the base to the final levy, and uses district-specific numbers for participants. It is designed so participants are comfortable they are “getting it right” when presenting their recommendations to the board to certify the levy. It also provides basic information about how a district’s equalization aid is calculated, and other school finance issues. Contact Jessica Schwedrsky at jschwedrsky@wasda.org or (608) 729-6648 with questions or registration information at http://www.wasda.org.

PI-1506 AC REPORT ADJUSTMENTS: This is a critical report that is used to determine a district’s general school aid eligibility.  Districts are responsible for their auditors submitting the report and ensuring the adjustments are made as needed.  Auditors should e-mail Derek Sliter at derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov
 if adjustments to the PI-1506 AC are necessary and include an explanation as to why the report needs to be opened.  Derek will review the request and open the report accordingly.  The reports will open again on Monday, October 26th. 

We are also asking that auditors do not submit adjustments to the PI-1506-AC until they are reasonably certain the numbers are accurate and won’t lead to more changes if the Annual Report has not been finalized.  

2015-16 PI-1504 BUDGET and SE BUDGET REPORTS OPEN OCTOBER 20:  The PI-1504 Budget and PI-1504 SE Budget for the 2015-16 school year will open on Tuesday, October 20.  Both reports will be due on November 30, 2015.  Go to the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks to access the reports.

2015 FALL LEVY REPORT OPEN ON OCTOBER 20:  The PI-401 opens on Tuesday, October 20.  Go to the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks to access the report.  The PI-401 will be due on Monday, November 9, 2015.
2015-2016 WUFAR UPDATE: An update to the WUFAR Chart of Accounts effective for the 2015-16 fiscal year has been posted to the finance team’s website. Also available is a summary of changes which is located in Appendix B—Revision #26 and the updated allowable account classifications by fund. All documents are available under the “WUFAR” link on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_wufar  Please review the changes highlighted in Appendix B as these changes are effective in the 2015-16 Budget Report.

This information has been made available to accounting software vendors. 
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