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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #622, November 24, 2015
2016-17 EXECUTABLE REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEET:  The 2016-17 executable work sheet is now available on the SFS website at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet Specific items of note:

1.  Line 4A, Allowed Per-Member Change.  There is no per-member increase for 2016-17. Last year, we discovered a few districts hand-entered an amount in this field. THIS AMOUNT MUST REMAIN AT $0 OR YOU RISK OVERLEVYING! 

Do not confuse the revenue limit per-member Line 4A Allowed Per-Member Change (which must be $0) with the revenue limit-related categorical Per-Pupil Aid. The computation of Per-Pupil Aid uses information from the district's Revenue Limit Computation, but is paid OUTSIDE of the Revenue Limit. For 2016-17, Per-Pupil Aid is computed as $250 multiplied by Line 6 (Current 3-Year Average) of the 2016-17 Revenue Limit computation. This revenue should be coded to Source 619.
2.  Line 4B, Low Revenue Increase. This amount remains at $9,100 for 2015-16.

Please contact a finance consultant if you have questions.

WEBSITE MIGRATION:  The DPI is currently going through a website migration.  The School Finance Team website is scheduled to migrate in December.  The current url address of http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov will be changed to http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs
The SFS homepage will have a ‘new user-friendly look’ for easier navigation.  Any current bookmarks you have set up in your computer will need to be updated.  We anticipate there will be a short overlap period where your existing bookmarks will be redirected to the new address, but eventually you will need to update them. 

Watch for additional information in future List Servs.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[November 30:  High Cost Special Education Aid Claims Due]

[November 30 – 2015-16 PI-1504 Budget Report Due]

[November 30 – 2015-16 PI-1504 SE (Special Education) Budget Report Due]
[December 1 – 2014-15 Audited Financial Statements and Single Audits Due] 

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[December 1: WASBO Winter at a Glance, Marriott West, Madison]

[December 2-3: WASBO/WASPA School Personnel Academy, Marriott West, Madison]

[January 20–22, 2016: 2016 Joint State Education Convention, Milwaukee]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Auditor: 608-267-9218



derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov
]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205


victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 


bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752


carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  



daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209


debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   



robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]
SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV BULLETIN #621, November 19, 2015
2015-16 TAX LEVY REPORTS:  We have updated the Fall 2015 school district tax levy, property value and mill rate information at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_taxlevy.  

2016-17 Revenue Limit Worksheet Rescinded Tax Exemption (Line 10D):  Adjustments for Refunded or Rescinded Taxes were recently certified by the Department of Revenue (DOR). Not all districts will receive a Charge Back Payment notice for refunded or rescinded taxes. If applicable, the notification would have been sent by DOR on DOR letterhead in a letter dated November 13, 2015. The WUFAR code for the refunded expense is 10E 972 492000.

Wis. Stats. 74.41 provides for a Revenue Limit Exemption in the subsequent year to allow the district to recover the refunded taxes required by 74.41 from within the revenue limit in the Fund 10 levy. DOR has indicated that districts wishing to levy for this refunded amount must do so in the year immediately following receipt of the certification letter. (Amounts cannot be carried forward and levied in a future year.)

The School Finance Team is in the process of getting from the Department of Revenue an electronic version of the certification. Early next week, the SFS Team will upload a 2016-17 Revenue Limit executable and pre-populated worksheet. Districts should verify the amount pre-loaded into Line 10D in their worksheet matches the amounts in the letters just received from DOR.

Remember that the Refunded or Rescinded Tax charge back discussed above should not be confused with the chargeback of refunded uncollectible personal property taxes, which is levied outside of the revenue limit in Line 15C. Districts should enter refunded amounts only once - in either Line 10D or Line 15C - not in both places.

Please contact Karen Kucharz at karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or (608) 266-3464 should you have questions. 

PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AUDIT FINDING:  If a transportation related finding was included in your 2014-2015 audit, it needs to be edited on or before Friday, December 4, 2015 if the Local Education Agency (LEA) desires to have an accurate Pupil Transportation Aid payment in January of 2016.  Each audit finding will still be reviewed in the spring of 2016 to address the identified cause.  The pupil transportation aid is appropriated by the legislature and it is required that all of the appropriation be distributed between the qualifying LEAs.  If any final adjustments in pupil transportation aid are required it will be done prior to the second payment in June of 2016.  
Please contact Bruce Anderson at 608-267-9707 or bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov if you have questions.
SECOND SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the December 21, 2015 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid, the second payment of the year, have been determined. Updated worksheets are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. 

The PI-1505-SE Special Education Annual Report has been reopened for edits and late changes through Sunday, December 13. 

Please contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

DPI SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION CONSULTANT OPENING:  The Department is recruiting for a Private School Choice Programs School Administration Consultant Position that will work on the School Management Services Team.  The deadline to apply is Monday, November 30, 2015. 

The position announcement for the School Administration Consultant for the private school choice programs is posted at http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=85480&jobid=84994&org=255&class=59490&index=true.  
Questions may be directed to Hailee King, Human Resources Specialist - Senior, 608-266-2189, hailee.king@dpi.wi.gov; or to Tricia Collins, Director, School Management Services, 608-266-7475, tricia.collins@dpi.wi.gov. 
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