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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #624, December 10, 2015
SFS TEAM WEBSITE SUCCESSFULLY MIGRATED ON DECEMBER 9th:  The SFS Team website successfully migrated on December 9, 2015. 
The School Financial Services website, formally located at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov, was migrated to its new home today at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs.  Again, this migration is part of an ongoing Department of Public Instruction website upgrade that should be completed by the end of December.

Because of the migration, all SFS web page addresses (URLs) have changed. This means that all bookmarks previously created no longer work and need to be updated. Note that all original SFS web pages will automatically redirect to the new home page.

A new menu system has been implemented to better organize the site and help customers find content. Simply click a category to open it and find associated subcategories and pages. A convenient breadcrumb mechanism has also been added to the site so you can tell where you are in the new system and easily click back to related categories.  
While the migration is complete and the new site is fully functional, some links on certain pages were broken and may be temporarily unavailable. The SFS team is working on those links and asks for customer patience while they are repaired.

Please contact the SFS Team webmaster Scott Huelsman at 608-266-2787 with any questions.

OPEN ENROLLMENT CHANGES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  2015 Act 55 (2015-17 Biennial Budget) includes several changes related to open enrollment for students with disabilities.  Beginning in 2016-17, resident districts will no longer be able to deny open enrollment for pupils with disabilities due to an undue financial burden.  Instead, state law requires $12,000 per student be transferred to the non-resident district if a student with a disability is accepted for open enrollment beginning in 2016-17.

ACTION REQUIRED:  These changes to the open enrollment law will require action by your school board. 
We have revised the Questions and Answers document with information regarding the changes to the open enrollment law concerning pupils with disabilities. We have made several updates to the document and added some questions to the original Q&A that was sent out in October. 

The link for the Q&A is http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/open-enrollment/pdf/qa-16-17-oe-changes.pdf. 

The Q&A is also available on the open enrollment website at http://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment/resources. 

If you have any questions, please contact us at openenrollment@dpi.wi.gov or call us at 888-245-2732, option 2. 

2014-15 PI 1505 CENSUS REPORT – OPEN UNTIL DECEMBER 23rd: The PI-1505 Census Report is open for corrections and re-submission of student census data.  Data from this report is used in the computation of Common School Fund (Library) aid.  If you have not previously done so, we are asking you to review your local resident data and census count to see if it is reasonable compared to your September 2014 Adjusted Head Count per the PI 1563. 
Additional information and an example can be found at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/common-school-fund under the “Resources” box at the bottom of the page.
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2015 REASONALBILITY CHECK

Census Report Count







2,630


(Resident) Adjusted Head Count, September 2014



2,000


The Census is 131.5% of the adjusted head count.  Can the 630 child difference be accounted for and explained looking at the data and local trends?

	
	


Please contact Carey Bradley at (608) 267-3752 or carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov with questions.

SEPTEMBER 2015 PART-TIME HOME-SCHOOL, NON-RESIDENT STUDENTS – REMINDER:  Please remember to submit to DPI any part-time, non-resident student enrollment you may have had for the 3rd Friday in September, 2015. These non-resident pupil numbers are NOT collected in the SAFR PI-1563 Membership wizard.
As background information, effective in 2013-14, a school district is eligible to count for General Aid (but not Revenue Limit) purposes a non-resident, home-school pupil (but not a non-resident private-, parochial- or tribal-school pupil) taking courses in the district under §118.53 in an amount equal to 0.25 FTE per course, up to two courses per semester (i.e., district could count a maximum of 0.50 FTE per non-resident, home-school student). 

Data is reported on a separate Excel spreadsheet found at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/equalization/membership-info-reporting entitled “September, 2015 Workbook for Reporting Non-Resident Part-Time Home-Schooled Pupils” under the “Guidelines for Counting” instruction box.

We are asking districts to review their September 2015 counts for these pupils and report attendance per the instructions to ensure districts earn membership FTE for eligible students. In addition, part time home-school, non-resident pupils will be reported in the upcoming January 2016 count in the same manner – not in the PI-1563 wizard. 

Contact Karen Kucharz Robbe at Karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or at 608-266-3464 if you have questions.

FEDERAL FUNDING CONFERENCE REGISTRATION IS OPEN:  Registration is now open for the Wisconsin Federal Funding Conference, which will be held February 16 and 17, 2016, at the Kalahari, Wisconsin Dells.  Districts are encouraged to send teams that represent the program areas (including central and business office staff) that work with federal grants.
Registration is completed through the WASBO site at https://www.wasbo.com/WASBO/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=20160216A. 
The agenda and session descriptions are also available at https://www.wasbo.com/WASBO/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=20160216A.  Register early as conference space is limited and all prior conferences have sold out quickly.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[December 9:  SFS Team Website Migration]
[January 4, 2016:  High Cost Special Education Aid Claims Due]

[February 16-17, 2016:  Wisconsin Federal Funding Conference, Kalahari, Wisconsin Dells]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[January 20–22, 2016: 2016 Joint State Education Convention, Milwaukee]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Auditor: 608-267-9218



derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov
]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205


victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 


bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752


carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  



daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209


debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   



robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]
SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV BULLETIN #623, December 4, 2015
AIDS REGISTER UPDATE:  As of October 1, 2015, the State of Wisconsin has implemented a new accounting system.  DPI is now using STAR (PeopleSoft application) to process all aid payments. Aid Payments will now be posted on the Aids Register on the payment date.  In the past, the payments appeared on the Aids Register when the SFS Team submitted the requests for payment.  You will no longer be able to view the payments prior to the payment date.  Directions and a link to the Aids Register is available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/aid_info. It is recommended that you use Google Chrome to view the new STAR Aids Register. 

For General Equalization Aid and Special Adjustment Aid payments, please go to http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pay_aid_info  and click on Aid Payment Schedule by District, you will be able to view the aid payments that are scheduled to be paid to your school district.  December 7th is the next payment date for general school aids.
Please contact Victoria Chung at victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9205 with questions.

SFS TEAM WEBSITE MIGRATION ON DECEMBER 9, 2015:  The School Financial Services website currently located at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov will be migrated to a new web address (URL) during the morning of December 9, 2015. This migration is part of an ongoing Department of Public Instruction website upgrade and requires the relocation of all SFS web pages.

After the migration is completed, all SFS content will be found at a new location beginning at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs. Because every page needs to be migrated, all past page URLs will change. This means that all bookmarks created before December 9 will no longer work (although they will redirect users to the new SFS home page at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs). Please plan to update/delete any bookmarks you may already have.

In addition to the changed URLs, an entirely-new menu system will be implemented to help site users find content quickly and easily. Every SFS page has also been edited to be more easily browsed and understood.

The migration is scheduled to begin early Wednesday morning and be completed by noon. During the migration, the SFS website will experience slowness and even temporary outages, so avoid browsing the site while we upgrade.

Please contact the SFS Team webmaster Scott Huelsman at 608-266-2787 with any questions. 

2016-17 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT BASE DATA: The preliminary 2016-17 Revenue Limit pre-populated worksheets are now available on the School Financial Services website under “District Budget Development and Planning” or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.  At this time, the worksheet contains ONLY the base computation (Line 1), membership numbers for 2013, 2014, 2015 (Lines 2 & 6), and Recurring Referenda (Line 8A) and Non-Recurring Referenda (Line 10A). All data is at it appears on district reports submitted in SAFR as of December 1, 2015. No other fields contain data. 

Be advised that the 2016-17 numbers are preliminary and based on the district's 2015-16 computation. Note that membership numbers for Summer & Fall, 2015 will be audited in Spring, 2016, and any resulting changes to the 2015 membership data may affect your FINAL 2015-16 Revenue Limit status, which may in turn, change your 2016-17 base computation. 

Please contact a School Finance Consultant if you have questions or your records do not match what you see here.

HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUC CLAIMS OPEN THRU 1/4/16: Due to the resolution of access problems with the High Cost Special Education Aid claim software, and the volume of questions related to this year’s program changes, we will continue to accept claims from LEAs after the November 30 due date. The claim software will remain open through Monday, January 4, 2016. 

Please contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with any questions.
[image: image1.png]