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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #666, October 14, 2016

DR. DEBRA TOWNS – LEAVING DPI FOR A NEW OPPORTUNITY:  Debi Towns’ last day as Assistant Director of the School Financial Services Team will be Friday, October 21st.  Dr. Towns has accepted the position of Deputy Director at the Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority (WHEDA).  Debi has been an integral member of the SFS Team.  She is willing to share her unique perspectives and knowledge of the school finance issues.  I will miss her presence on the Team and it will be difficult to find someone with her skills and experiences.  

We wish Debi the very best in her new role.

OCTOBER 15 EQUALIZATION AID CERTIFICATION: The 2016-17 October 15 General School Aid Certifications are available at: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/summary.  This information includes two files listing the summary information of the aid certification amounts for each school district and the change from the 2015-16 October 15 General Aid Certification. The documents contain the same information, but are sorted differently – one alphabetically by district name and the other by percentage change in aid received compared to the 2015-16 amount.

Detailed 2016-17 information for each school district can be accessed directly at: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/equalization/worksheets-general-aid 

If you have questions, please contact a school finance consultant.

2016-17 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS:  The current pre-populated 2016-17 revenue limit worksheets include the October 15 Certification of General School Aid and the non-recurring revenue limit exemption for private school voucher students (Line 10.H.).  New in 2016-17, Line 6 also included the number of FTE students receiving a special needs private school voucher.

The worksheets can be accessed directly at: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/limits/worksheets/revenue.

Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  Pay close attention to the membership counts, particularly the 3rd Friday in September 2016 and Summer 2016 student FTE.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.

2016-17 REVENUE LIMIT—SPECIAL NEEDS VOUCHER IMPACTS: New in 2016-17, the Special Needs Scholarship Program was created for certain students with disabilities to attend a private school with a state paid voucher.  A district will have its state general school aids reduced by $12,000 per eligible private school full-time equivalency (FTE) student.  In turn, DPI has provided the affected districts with the FTE student count on Line 6 as part of your September 2016 count for your current three-year average membership for 2016-17 revenue limits.  In addition, DPI will include these students as an adjustment to your 2016-17 general school aids membership.

If you have resident students that have been awarded a special needs voucher, your 2016-17 pre-populated revenue limit worksheet includes the FTE count on Line 6.  In addition, a table listing the resident school districts, FTE students and the 2016-17 state aid deduction can be found at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs under “Latest Information” titled “Special Needs Private School Voucher Impacts” or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/2016-17%203rd%20Fri%20Sept%202016%20Special%20Needs%20Vouchers%20Impacts.xls .
If you have questions, BEFORE YOUR BOARD SETS YOUR LEVY, please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov. 

2016-17 REVENUE LIMIT—PRIVATE SCHOOL VOUCHER IMPACTS:  DPI has updated the 2016-17 pre-populated revenue limit worksheets to include the non-recurring revenue limit exemption (Line 10.H.) equal to your 2016-17 general school aids deduction that will pay private schools for certain students to attend under the Wisconsin or Racine private school voucher programs. In addition, DPI will include these full-time equivalency (FTE) students as an adjustment to your 2016-17 general school aids membership.

It is important to note that if a school board chooses to levy less than the private school voucher non-recurring revenue limit authority, the following year’s revenue limit carry-over total will be reduced dollar for dollar. 

A table listing all school districts, including those districts with incoming resident students receiving a private school voucher (details by K-8 and 9-12 FTE student totals), and the 2016-17 state general school aids deduction (which is equal to the non-recurring revenue limit exemption on Line 10.H. of the revenue limit) can be found at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs under “Latest Information” titled “Wisconsin and Racine Private School Voucher Impacts” or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/2016-17%20Incoming%20Private%20School%20Voucher%20Impacts.xls 
The school aid deduction (also defined to be the non-recurring revenue limit exemption) is calculated as follows: the incoming private school pupil K-8 FTE times $7,323 plus the incoming private school pupil 9-12 FTE times $7,969, plus incoming summer school if applicable.  An incoming private school student is defined as a pupil who first begins participating in either the Wisconsin or Racine Parental Choice Programs in the 2015-16 school year or a school year after 2015-16.  If a pupil was counted as a private school Choice pupil on the 3rd Friday in September or 2nd Friday in January prior to the 2015-16 school year, they are not defined as an incoming Choice pupil.
If you have questions, BEFORE YOUR BOARD SETS YOUR LEVY, please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov. 

PER PUPIL CATEGORICAL AID OUTSIDE THE REVENUE LIMITS:  Please remember the Per Pupil categorical aid is outside the Revenue Limits: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/per-pupil-aid.

Districts should be aware that, while Per Pupil Aid for 2016-17 is $250 multiplied by Line 6 (Current 3-Year Average) from the district’s 2016-17 Revenue Limit Worksheet, the aid will be paid on the fourth Monday in March, 2017. This is a change from last year, when the aid was paid this past July for the 2015-16 fiscal year. 

The SFS Team annually posts a yearly schedule of the payment dates for state aid payments received by your district.  This is a useful document and can be accessed under “Aid Payment Information” on the SFS Team web site at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/aids-register/aid-payments or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/paysch17.pdf.

If you have questions about state aid payments listed, please contact Victoria Chung, Accountant, at 608-267-9205 or victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov.
“GETTING SCHOOL FINANCE RIGHT” WORKSHOPS: WASDA and the SFS Team are presenting two identical workshops for new and experienced administrators, business staff, and others who complete and present the revenue limit and equalization aid to their boards and public. The identical workshops, October 18 in Madison (http://www.wasda.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=847151) and October 25 in Stevens Point (http://www.wasda.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=847164&group), discuss in detail the revenue limit worksheet from the base to the final levy, and uses district-specific numbers for participants. It is designed so participants are comfortable they are “getting it right” when presenting their recommendations to the board to certify the levy. It also provides basic information about how a district’s equalization aid is calculated, and other school finance issues. 

Contact Jessica Schwedrsky at jschwedrsky@wasda.org or (608) 729-6648 with questions or registration information at http://www.wasda.org.

2016 FALL LEVY REPORT OPENS ON OCTOBER 17:  The PI-401 opens on Monday, October 17.  The PI-401 will be due on Monday, November 7, 2016.  New this year, municipal clerks are required to prepare tax bills highlighting the portion of the tax levy attributed to non-recurring operating & debt referenda approved after December 31, 2014.  This information will need to be provided to the clerks in the certification process from the school district.  Department of Revenue (DOR) is responsible for implementing this law change, but the School Finance Team has worked with DOR to redesign the PI-401 form to provide the detail municipalities require in a consistent manner.

If you have refinanced referenda debt approved after December 31, 2014 and included earlier debt issuances as part of the refinance, please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov for assistance in determining the Fall 2016 levy impact.
Go to the “SFS Reporting Portals” on the SFS Team home page at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview to log in and access the reports.
2016-17 PI-1504 BUDGET and SE BUDGET REPORTS OPEN ON OCTOBER 18:  The PI-1504 Budget and PI-1504 SE Budget for the 2016-17 school year will open on Tuesday, October 18.  Both reports will be due on November 30, 2016.  
Go to the “SFS Reporting Portals” on the SFS Team home page at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview to log in and access the reports.

WUFAR UPDATES – FUND 27:  The Fund27 matrix has been updated to reflect the transition of IDEA budgeting to WISEgrants.  For details see http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/sped-sap/eligibility. 

If you have questions related to Fund 27, please contact Carey Bradley at 608-267-9212 or carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov.

FINANCIAL REPORTS CLOSED: The 2015-16 financial reports have been closed to allow the SFS Team to complete the required October 15th equalization aid certification and determine other aid amounts.  

The 2015-16 PI-1505 Annual and PI 1505-SE Annual reports will re-open on October 21, 2016.  

Your PI-1506 AC amounts must match the PI-1505 Annual amounts.  If you need to modify the PI-1506-AC reported amounts, Auditors should e-mail Kim Robinson-Richmond at kimberly.robinson-richmond@dpi.wi.gov and include an explanation as to why the report needs to be opened.  
PI-1506 AC REPORT ADJUSTMENTS: This is a critical report that is used to determine a district’s general school aid eligibility.  Districts are responsible for their auditors submitting the report and ensuring the adjustments are made as needed.  Auditors should e-mail Kim Robinson-Richmond at kimberly.robinson-richmond@dpi.wi.gov if adjustments to the PI-1506 AC are necessary and include an explanation as to why the report needs to be opened.  Kim will review the request and open the report accordingly.  The reports will open again on Friday, October 21st. 

We are also asking that auditors do not submit adjustments to the PI-1506-AC until they are reasonably certain the numbers are accurate and won’t lead to more changes if the Annual Report has not been finalized.  

SFS TEAM RECRUITMENT – SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION CONSULTANT:  The SFS Team is currently looking to hire a school administration consultant with strong analytical skills.  The person will be involved in the process of calculating and verifying state general school aids and revenue limit calculations.

More information can be found at: 

http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=89575&jobid=89089&org=255&class=59490&index=true.  The recruitment will close on Monday, October 24th. 

Please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov if you would like to discuss the positon.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[October 14:  October 15th General School Aids Certified and Private Voucher School Student Counts (Wisconsin, Racine and Special Needs) Announced by DPI]

[October 17: 2016-17 PI-401 Tax Levy Report Open] 

[October 18: 2016-17 Budget Reports PI-1504 and PI-1504 Special Education Open] 

[October 21: 2015-16 Financial Reports Re-Open]

[October 31:  State Tuition Claim Due] 

[November 1: Energy Efficiency Savings from Prior Year Reported to DPI]
[November 7: PI-401 Tax Levy Fall 2016 Report Due] 

[November 30: 2016-17 Budget Reports PI-1504 and PI-1504 Special Education Due] 

[December 2:  High Cost Special Education Aid Claims Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[WASBO's Certified School Risk Managers Designation Series – Register at http://wasbo.com/riskmanagement October 19 is Measuring School Risks; October 20 is Funding School Risks; November 9 is Administering School Risks]
[WASDA’s Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy-Madison – Register at http://www.wasda.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=847151 : October 18 at WASDA School Leadership Center at 4797 Hayes Road in Madison, WI]
[WASDA’s Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy-Stevens Point – Register at http://www.wasda.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=847164&group=: October 25 at Holiday Inn Stevens Point at 1001 Amber Ave in Stevens Point, WI]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Kim Robinson-Richmond, Auditor: 608-267-9218
kimberly.robinson-richmond@dpi.wi.gov]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Consultant: 608-267-3752





]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209

debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]
SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #665, October 5, 2016
SFS TEAM RECRUITMENT – SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION CONSULTANT:  The SFS Team is currently looking to hire a school administration consultant with strong analytical skills.  The person will be involved in the process of calculating and verifying state general school aids and revenue limit calculations.

More information can be found at: 

http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=89575&jobid=89089&org=255&class=59490&index=true.  The recruitment will close on Monday, October 24th. 

Please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov if you would like to discuss the positon.
2016-17 REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEET--INTERPRETING ENERGY EFFICIENCY NEGATIVE AMOUNTS IN THE RECONCILLIATION BOX ON PAGE 4: Districts that utilize the Energy Efficiency Exemption (Net Total is Line 10.C.) will see negative amounts in the Revenue Limit Energy Efficiency Reconciliation boxes on page 4 of worksheet. Some of these negative amounts are a part of the normal reconciliation processing, and some indicate a problem that the district needs to correct. Here is an explanation:
1.) All 2016-17 School Board (BOE) Approved Energy Exemption Resolution (Lines 3 & 4) amounts, as reported in the SAFR Referenda portal, are loaded as positive numbers. 

2.) The Measured Utility Savings Applied to 2016-17 is loaded as a negative amount (Line 5)
3.) All 2015-16 and 2014-15 BOE-Approved Energy Exemption Resolutions, as reported in the SAFR Referenda portal, are loaded as negative amounts (so when the related expenditure is reported as a positive amount, the math should yield a net 0, indicating the district has spent all the revenue collected from the increase in the levy). 

4.) Negative amounts in “Adjustments for Unspent Energy Exemption,” found in Line 1 in either the 2014-15 and/or the 2015-16 table indicate an issue to be resolved. This indicates that your district has either: 1.) not spent all the revenue collected from the levy; or 2.) not correctly reported in the PI-1506-AC the expenditures made from collected revenue. Districts showing negative amounts here need to re-visit their PI-1506-AC with their auditor to correct the information. 

Just a reminder that DPI will use the Energy Efficiency expenditure data on file in the PI-1506-AC reports to compute the 2016-17 Revenue Limit penalties in May, 2017 when the final 2016-17 Revenue Limit is run. Revenue limit penalties reduce the district’s June, 2017 aid payments.

If you have questions, BEFORE YOUR BOARD SETS YOUR LEVY, contact either Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov or Karen Kucharz at 607-266-3464 or karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov. 

2016-17 REVENUE LIMIT—SPECIAL NEEDS VOUCHER STUDENTS: New in 2016-17, the Special Needs Scholarship Program was created for certain students with disabilities to attend a private school with a state paid voucher.  A district will have its state general school aids reduced by $12,000 per eligible private school student.  In turn, DPI will provide the district with a full-time equivalency (FTE) student count that will appear in Line 6 as part of your September 2016 count for your current three-year average membership for 2016-17 revenue limits.  In addition, DPI will include these students as an adjustment to your 2016-17 general school aids membership.

DPI will update your 2016-17 pre-populated revenue limit worksheet on October 14, 2016 to include both the Line 6 special needs voucher student count and the non-recurring revenue limit exemption (Line 10.H.) equal to your general school aids reduction that will pay private schools for certain students to attend under the Wisconsin or Racine private school voucher programs.

If you have questions, BEFORE YOUR BOARD SETS YOUR LEVY, please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov. 

2016-17 REVENUE LIMIT—PRIVATE SCHOOL VOUCHER IMPACTS:  DPI will update your 2016-17 pre-populated revenue limit worksheet on October 14, 2016 to include the non-recurring revenue limit exemption (Line 10.H.) equal to your 2016-17 general school aids reduction that will pay private schools for certain students to attend under the Wisconsin or Racine private school voucher programs. In addition, DPI will include these students as an adjustment to your 2016-17 general school aids membership.

It is important to note that if a school board chooses to levy less than the private school voucher non-recurring revenue limit authority, the following year’s revenue limit carry-over total will be reduced dollar for dollar. 
If you have questions, BEFORE YOUR BOARD SETS YOUR LEVY, please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov. 

2016-2017 WUFAR UPDATE: An update to the WUFAR effective for the 2016-17 fiscal year has been posted to the finance team’s website. A summary of changes is located in Appendix B—Revision #28.  Software vendors have been notified of the changes to allow them to generate an update to your general ledger software.
All information related to the “WUFAR” can be obtained directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/wufar/overview   
WUFAR CODING FOR WISONSIN, RACINE AND SPECIAL NEEDS VOUCHERS AID REDUCTION:  A district with resident students participating in the Wisconsin (WCPC), Racine (RCPC), or Special Needs Voucher programs should record their Equalization Aid in Fund 10 Source 621 as certified on October 14, 2016.  The district will then record an expenditure in the amount of $7,323 for each K-8 student; $7,969 for each 9-12 student; and $12,000 for each special needs student who participates by attending a private voucher school.  
DPI will provide this total dollar number for the voucher students to each affected district on October 14, 2016.   This aid reduction should be booked in Fund 10 Function 438 000  Object 387.  
SUMMER AND INTERIM COURSE CHANGES PROPOSED: Today, State Superintendent Tony Evers proposed administrative rule changes that will expand high-quality summer and interim session learning opportunities for kids.  A news article with more details is located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-release/dpinr2016_97.pdf. 
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