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	Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
Charter School Contract Reviewer Benchmarks 
Date

	     
	     

	General Information
	Rating

	
	Present
	Absent

	Indicates name of the person seeking to establish the charter school. §118.40(1m)(b)1      
	
	

	Indicates name of the person who will be in charge of the charter school. §118.40(1m)(b)2       
	
	

	Describes the manner in which administrative services will be provided. §118.40(1m)(b)2       
	
	

	Identifies the status of the school as a non-instrumentality or instrumentality of the school district.  §118.40(7)(a)       
	
	

	Charter School Program Description

Well organized description of school.
	Present
	Absent

	Describes the charter school educational program offered and students served.  §118.40(1m)(b)3      
	
	

	Describes the method used to enable pupils to attain educational goals under Wisconsin Statutes 118.01.  §118.40(1m)(b)4      
	
	

	Describes the method by which evidence of student achievement or progress in attaining academic skills and knowledge will be measured.  §118.40(1m)(b)5       
	
	

	Governance/Structure 
	Present
	Absent

	Describes how the school will be governed, including method to be followed to ensure parental involvement.  §118.40(1m)(b)6       
	
	

	Includes methods employed to review qualifications that must be met by individuals employed by the school, assuring that every teacher, supervisor, administrator or professional staff member holds a certificate, permit or license issued by the department before entering duties for such a position [Wisconsin Statutes 118.19(10 and 121.02(1)(a)2.]   §118.40(1m)(b)7       
	
	

	Provides procedures by which the school will follow to ensure the health and safety of the pupils.  §118.40(1m)(b)8       
	
	

	Provides the procedures used to achieve a racial and ethnic balance among its pupils that is reflective of the school district population. §118.40(1m)(b)9       
	
	

	Provides the requirements for admission to the school. §118.40(1m)(b)10       
	
	

	Describes procedures school will follow if more students apply for admission than can be admitted, including a lottery process.         

§5210(1)(h) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001       
	
	

	Describes the level of autonomy afforded the charter school relative to policy and budget development, staffing and evaluation. §5210(1)(a) of the ESEA       
	
	

	Criteria 
	Present
	Absent

	Describes the procedures by which students will be disciplined.           §118.40(1m)(b)12       
	
	

	Identifies the public school alternatives for pupils who reside in the school district and do not wish to attend or are not admitted to the charter school.  §118.40(1m)(b)13       
	
	

	Indicates how the program and attendance at the charter school is voluntary.  §118.40(6)       
	
	

	Clearly states that the charter school does not charge tuition. §118.40(4)(b)1       
	
	

	Financial/Operational Criteria
	Present
	Absent

	Describes the manner in which annual audits of the financial and programmatic operations of the school will be performed. §118.40(1m)(b)11       
	
	

	Provides a description of the facilities and the types and limits of the liability insurance that the school will carry. §118.40(1m)(b)14       
	
	

	Describes the effects of the establishment of the charter school on the liability of the school district and the effect of the establishment of the charter school on the liability of the contracting entity.  §118.40(1m)(b)15       
	
	

	The contract specifies the amount to be paid to the charter school each year of the contract.  §118.40(3)(b)       
	
	

	Contract addresses how the school district will allocate federal funding for which the charter school is eligible. §5203(b)(2) of the ESEA       
	
	

	Describes a program which is nonsectarian in its practices, programs, admission policies, employment practices and all other operations.  §118.40(4)(a)2       
	
	

	Includes a nondiscrimination clause stating the charter school will not deny admission or participation in any program or activity on the basis of a person’s sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry, pregnancy, martial or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability.  §118.40(4)(b)2       
	
	

	Addresses the procedures or reasons by which either party may withdraw or revoke the contract.  §118.40(5)       
	
	

	Describes or identifies any waivers of school district policy agreed to by the authorizer and the operator of the charter school.  §5210(1)A of the ESEA       
	
	

	Specifies any administrative fee paid to the authorizer and agreed to by the authorizer and the operator of the charter school.  §5204(f)(4)(B) of the ESEA       
	
	

	Other
	Present
	Absent

	The length of the contract is specified, not to exceed 5 years.       §118.40(3)(b)       
	
	

	The contract is dated and signatures of the authorizer and the operator of the charter school are provided.  §118.40(3)(a)       
	
	

	Describes the effect of the establishment of the charter school on the liability of the authorizer where the authorizer is not a school district.   §118.40(2r)(b)2       
	
	

	If the charter school replaces a public school in whole or part, describes how it will give preference in admission to any pupil who resides in the attendance area or the former attendance area of that public school.  §118.40(4)(a)1       
	
	

	By September 1, 2004 operators of high school grades describe policy specifying criteria for granting high school diploma.  §118.33(1)(f)2       
	
	

	Describes manner of transportation, if provided, to and from the charter school.  (Note—school districts are not required to provide transportation to charter schools.)       
	
	

	Virtual Charter School Requirements
	Present
	Absent

	The virtual charter school is under contract with a school board under Wis. Stats. §118.40 (8). [Wis. Stats. §115.001 (16)]       
	
	

	The virtual charter school is located in the school district of the authorizing school board or, if authorized through an agreement with one or more school boards or the board of control of a CESA, in the school district specified in the agreement. [Wis. Stats. §118.40 (8)(a)       
	
	

	The teacher assigned for each online course in the virtual charter school is appropriately licensed for the grade level and subject taught. [Wis. Stats §118.40 (8)(b)]       
	
	

	The virtual charter school provides educational services to its pupils for at least 150 school days each year. [Wis. Stats §118.40 (8)(d)]       
	
	

	The virtual charter school ensures that its teachers are available to provide direct pupil instruction for at least the applicable number of hours specified in s.121.02 (1)(f)2 each school year. No more than 10 hours in any 24-hour period may count toward these requirements. [Wis. Stats §118.40 (8)(d)]       
	
	

	The virtual charter school ensures that its teachers respond to inquiries from pupils and from parents or guardians of pupils by the end of the first school day following the day on which the inquiry is received.  [Wis. Stats §118.40 (8)(d)]       
	
	

	The virtual charter school ensures that a parent advisory council is established for the school and meets on a regular basis.  The governing body shall determine the selection process for members of the parent advisory council.  [Wis. Stats. §118.40 (8)(e)]       
	
	

	The virtual charter school informs the parent or guardian of each pupil attending the school, in writing, the name of and how to contact each of the following persons: [Wis. Stats. §118.40 (8)(e)]

The members of the school board that contracted for the establishment of the virtual charter school and the administrators of that school district.

The members of the virtual charter school’s governing body.

The members of the virtual charter school’s parent advisory council.  
The staff of the virtual charter school.       
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