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Slides & Recording

Slides can be accessed at https://dpi.wi.gov/social-
studies/standards by the end of this week.

The recording will be sent via email to those registered and 
to the listserv, and will be posted on the DPI Social Studies 
webpage.  Note that there is a slight lag, as we must ensure 
accessibility.  

https://dpi.wi.gov/social-studies/standards


Introductions - DPI Consultants

Kris McDaniel
Social Studies consultant
kristen.mcdaniel@dpi.wi.gov
(608) 266-2207

Alison O’Hara
Forward Assessment Consultant
Alison.Ohara@dpi.wi.gov
(608) 266-5182
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Wisconsin Standards for Social Studies (2018)

• Completely revised standards adopted in 2018

• Content strands have not changed, added Inquiry strand

• MORE content expectations overall, tied to specific 
social studies skills and disciplinary literacy



Wisconsin Standards for Social Studies (2018)

Content Expectations:



Wisconsin Standards for Social Studies (2018)

Shifts from the old standards to the new:

• Inquiry

• Integration

• Balance

• Progression

• Civic Engagement

• Authentic Audience



Wisconsin educators play an 

integral role in the 

development of the state’s 

academic content standards, 

achievement standards, and 

assessments.

Test Development Process

More information on the test development

process is available at: 
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/resources#development

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/resources#development


Test Blueprints and Designs

More information on the test blueprints and designs is available at 

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/resources#development.

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/resources#development


Question Development and Review 

Question development and review are important steps in the development of the 
Forward Exam. Wisconsin educators review all new questions created for the exam for:

• Content
• Grade level appropriateness 
• Link to correct standard
• Bias and sensitivity issues
• Depth of Knowledge
• Difficulty 
• Fairness

Forward Exam Educator Involvement webpage
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/educator-involvement.

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/educator-involvement


Item Data Review

All Forward Exam Items (questions) are field tested prior to regular use on 

the assessment. 

• Field test items are placed throughout the content area test but not included in 

a student’s score.

• Field test data are reviewed by DPI and the test vendor to make sure the items 

performed as intended and do not contain problems or bias toward a specific 

group of students. 

• Items are rejected from future use on the Forward Exam if they do not meet 

criteria.



Standard Setting Process
Determining Performance Levels (Cut Scores)

More information about Standard Setting:
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/data#resources

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/data#resources


New Social Studies Forward Exam

What to Expect:
● Passage based items linked 

to multiple questions (an 
item set).

● Every item is aligned to a 
Social Studies Standard.

● Some items are also aligned 
to SS inquiry standards.

● DPI, Data Recognition 
Corporation (DRC), and 
Wisconsin educators 
worked to ensure items are 
aligned to Social Studies 
Standards.

Practice tests are available at 
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/sample-items.

https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/sample-items


Grade 4 Geog1.c.4-5 Example



Grade 4 Hist4.c.i Example



Grade 8 Hist4.d.m Example



Grade 8 PS2.a.m Example



Grade 10 PS1.b.h Example



Grade 10 Econ4.b.h Example



The Best Preparation for the Test

The best preparation for the Social Studies Forward Exam is to ensure you are teaching 
to the standards (your curriculum should align to the grade level expectations provided 
in the standards for all strands). Each item on the exam is directly aligned to a Social 
Studies standard and performance indicator.

Wisconsin Standards for Social Studies are available at: 
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/standards/New%20pdfs/2018_WI_Social_S
tudies_Standards.pdf

Practice tests - Online Tools Training and Item Sampler available at: 
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/sample-items. 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/standards/New%20pdfs/2018_WI_Social_Studies_Standards.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/sample-items
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/sample-items


WISEdash Public Portal & Statewide Data

https://wisedash.dpi.wi.gov/Dashboard/dashboard/22275

https://wisedash.dpi.wi.gov/Dashboard/dashboard/22275


Forward Exam Vendor Portal
DRC INSIGHT Portal (access granted via District Assessment Coordinator) 



Information Provided by the Data

The data can help you determine if your curriculum is aligned to the new standards. 

• There should be direct alignment between test scores and alignment to standards. 
• If your curriculum is aligned to all parts of the Social Studies Standards, data should 

reflect that.
• If the school or districts data shows low performance in one of the strands (Geography, 

History, Economics etc.), check your curriculum directly to the standards of that strand 
to ensure alignment. 

• Schools and districts may need to supplement their curriculum to have coverage of all 
expectations in the standards.



Curricular Expectations and Support

• The Wisconsin Standards for Social Studies are a K-12 progression.  

• Districts in WI must adopt a set of social studies standards (state 
law).  If your district chooses not to adopt the WiSSS, understand 
that the Forward exam is aligned to those standards and the test 
might reflect your district’s curricular decisions. 

• There are resources on the social studies standards page that can 
help you with curriculum work to align to the 2018 standards.  

https://dpi.wi.gov/social-studies/standards/webinars


Frequently Asked Question

How is the current Social Studies assessment different than a reading 
comprehension test?

We (DPI, DRC, and WI educators who worked on item review) spent 
many hours ensuring that items do not just require reading a paragraph 
(or map, or graph) and answering a question with no other information 
required.  Reading is still an expectation on this exam, but this test 
represents alignment to the social studies standards (rather than 
literacy standards).



Frequently Asked Question

What content knowledge is required?

Although the history strand does not have 
specific names, dates, and places for students 
to memorize, there is explicit content in 
other strands such as geography (example), 
economics (example), and political science 
(example). Any of this content knowledge is 
considered open for testing on the Forward 
exam. 



Frequently Asked Question

How were 10th grade items written with 12th grade standards?
We (DPI, DRC, and WI educators who worked on item review) reviewed multiple 

iterations of questions to ensure that 10th grade questions made sense for what is 

typically taught by 10th grade.  The 10th grade questions are NOT based on 8th grade 

but on 12th grade indicators. 



Frequently Asked Question

How were 10th grade items 
written with 12th grade 
standards?



Q&A



Thank you!
Questions may be directed to:

Kris McDaniel
Social Studies consultant
kristen.mcdaniel@dpi.wi.gov
(608) 266-2207

Alison O’Hara
Forward Assessment Consultant
Alison.Ohara@dpi.wi.gov
(608) 266-5182

mailto:Alison.Ohara@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:kristen.mcdaniel@dpi.wi.gov
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