	[image: image1.png]EEEEEEEEEEEE

INSTRUCTION




	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent



COUNCIL ON SPECIAL EDUCATION

  October 19, 2015
MINUTES
Wilderness Hotel
511 East Adams Street, Wisconsin Dells

608-253-9729

Members in attendance: Dara Atandare, Judy Braun, Margaret Carpenter, Regena Floyd-Sambou, Jennifer Giedd, Sue Larsen, Jennifer Mims-Howell, Anna Moffit, Wendy Overturf, Julie Quigley, Caroline Rossing, Amy Stevens, Mary Swifka

DPI staff in attendance: Anita Castro, Julia Hartwig, Courtney Reed Jenkins, Nancy Molfenter, Daniel Parker, Barbara Van Haren, Heidi Walter, Patricia Williams
12:30 - 4:00
BUSINESS MEETING #307

Tundra A

1. Election of Officers: Council voted and approved Caroline Rossing as Chair and Julie Quigley as Vice-Chair for the 2015-16 school year.  Caroline Rossing and Julie Quigley accepted.  
2. Public Appearances(: None.
3. Minutes of Meeting #306((: Council reviewed and approved the minutes from Meeting #306 with the two revisions.  First, Mary Swifka did not attend Meeting #306.  Second, the date, time, and location of the next meeting (item #15) was incorrect.
4. Correspondence/Chairperson’s Report: None.
5. Council Member Reports and Issues: Council members discussed Response to Intervention and its relationship with referral and identification of students with disabilities.  
6. IDEA Complaint Findings & Decisions and Due Process Hearing Findings & Decisions**: Council reviewed 11 complaint findings and decisions and 0 due process hearing findings and decisions.  
7. Department of Public Instruction Report: Information and Discussion

a. State Budget Update: Act 55, the biennial budget act, included items specific to special education: vouchers for students with special needs, open enrollment changes, whole grade sharing, and Special Education Better Bottom Line Transitions.     
b. Special Education Team Staff Changes:  New staff (Nancy Molfenter, Scott Brown), new roles and responsibilities for continuing staff (Patricia Williams and Jayne Bischoff), and departing staff (Kenneth Donahue) since previous Council meeting.  
c. State Assessment Update: Wisconsin Forward is the new balanced assessment system in Wisconsin that meet (b) federal requirements related to testing all students in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics in grades 3-8 and once in high school and (b) Wisconsin state requirements for students to take a science and social studies test.  The DPI released a Letter of Intent that will award Data Recognition Corporation (DRC) as the vendor for the social studies test in grades 4, 8, and 10 to be administered in the spring and that will measure student achievement on the state standards in social studies. DRC is also the vendor for the Forward Exam and Wisconsin’s ACCESS for ELL test.  In addition, and beginning with the 2016-17 school year, all high school students must take a district-adopted civics exam, students without an IEP must pass the exam and students with IEPs are not required to pass the exam before a school district may award a diploma to the students.
d. Inclusion Policy Statement – U.S. Department of Education: The U.S. Department of Education and Health and Human Services released an inclusion policy statement ( September 14, 2015) which states that all young children with disabilities should have access to inclusive high-quality early childhood programs, where they are provided with individualized and appropriate support in meeting high expectations.
e. RDA Update: Julia Hartwig updated Council on the Department’s efforts related to Results Driven Accountability.  (Powerpoint).
f. Regional Workshops: Intellectual Disability (ID) and Significant Developmental Delay (SDD): The Department of Public Instruction is offering six regional trainings in the areas of Intellectual Disability and Significant Developmental Delay to assist districts with understanding new terminology, definition, and eligibility criteria.
g. Indicator 13 Compliance Rate:  
h. Rethinking Discipline – U.S. Department of Education: The U.S. Department of Education released a web-based toolkit that includes tools, data and resources to (1) increase their awareness of the prevalence, impact and legal implications of suspension and expulsion; (2) find basic information and resources on effective alternatives; and (3) join a national conversation on how to effectively create positive school climates. 
i. Wisconsin Promise Update and Video: Wisconsin is one of six sites participating in the US Department of Education’s demonstration of a promising path to success for youth receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI).  Nancy Molfenter updated Council on the goal and recent activities. (Powerpoint).
8. Special Report – State Implementation of Scaling-Up Evidence-Based Practices (SISEP) Update
Wisconsin is one of six states awarded a partnership with SISEP to receive intensive technical assistance for establishing an effective infrastructure for implementation of education innovations.  Julia Hartwig updated Council on the partnership and recent activities.  (Powerpoint).
9. Special Report – Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Update
Heidi Walter updated Council on reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.  The reauthorization moved forward summer 2015 with both the House and Senate passing a bill.  The bills are now in conference committee.  Wisconsin is continuing to provide services through the Department’s renewal proposal as approved August 2015.  
10. Special Report – Revisions to DPI Special Education Model Forms
Anita Castro updated Council on five draft model IEP forms.  Council reviewed and provided feedback on the following draft forms: IEP: LF, ER-1, I-3, EW-1, R-1.  
11. New Business

a. SY 2015-16 Meeting Schedule**

b. Membership List**
12. Unfinished Business

13. Announcements

a. Next meeting date: January 15, 2016, 10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. (Department of Public Instruction Room P41 – 125 S. Webster St., Madison; 608/266-1781).  

14. Public Appearances(: None.
15. Adjournment

4:00 – 5:00
NETWORKING 








Tundra A
5:00 – 6:30
PUBLIC FORUM








Sandstone 
*Interested persons interested in appearing before Council are encouraged to contact Council staff Marge Resan at � HYPERLINK "mailto:margaret.resan@dpi.wi.gov" �margaret.resan@dpi.wi.gov� or 608-267-9183.
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