
OLD CRITERIA

Wisconsin Administrative Code, Section PI 11.35 

(2) HANDICAPPING CONDITION. * * * 

(c) Visually handicapped. A visual handicap is determined by functional visual efficiency including visual  fields, ocular motility, binocular vision and accommodation. A visual handicap is determined by medical examination, e.g., by an ophthalmologist or optometrist. 

1. Visual fields. a. Moderately visually handicapped means distance visual measurements of 20/70 and 20/200 in the better eye after correction. Near vision measurements of 14/56, e.g., Jaeger 10, or near vision equivalents. 

b. Severely visually handicapped means distance visual measurements of 20/200 to 20/400 in the better eye after correction. Near vision measurements of 14/140, e.g., Jaeger 17, or near vision equivalents. 

c. Profoundly visually handicapped means: 

i. Distance visual measurements are 20/500 or less in the better eye after correction. 

ii. HM - the ability to perceive hand movement. 

iii. PLL - perceives and localizes light in one or more quadrants. 

d. Totally blind means: 

 i. LP - perceives but does not localize light.    

ii. No LP - no light perception. 

e. Peripheral field and central vision loss means peripheral field so contracted that the widest diameter of such fields subtends an angualr distance no greater than 50E. 

2. Ocular motility means loss of vision efficiency in either eye, due to double or binocular vision. 

3. Lack of binocular vision means the inability to use the 2 eyes simultaneously to focus on the same object and to fuse the 2 images into a single image. 

4. Lack of accommodation means the inability of the eye to hold a steady fixation for seeing at various distances, especially near. 

5. Also included shall be diagnosed physical disabilities or handicapping conditions which may result in a visual handicap or affect visual functioning in the future. 
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Order of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction Creating/Amending Rules
(3) VISUAL IMPAIRMENT.   

Visual impairment means even after correction a child’s visual functioning significantly adversely affects his or her educational performance.  The IEP team may identify a child as having a visual impairment after all of the following events occur:

(a) A certified teacher of the visually impaired conducts a functional vision evaluation which includes a review of medical information, formal and informal tests of visual functioning and the determination of the implications of the visual impairment on the educational and curricular needs of the child.

(b) An ophthalmologist or optometrist finds at least one of the following:

1. Central visual acuity of 20/70 or less in the better eye after conventional correction.

2. Reduced visual field to 50 degrees or less in the better eye.

3. Other ocular pathologies that are permanent and irremediable.

4. Cortical visual impairment.

5. A degenerative condition that is likely to result in a significant loss of vision in the future. 

(c) An orientation and mobility specialist, or teacher of the visually impaired in conjunction with an orientation and mobility specialist, evaluates the child to determine if there are related mobility needs in home, school, or community environments.
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