
EXCESS COST CALCULATION

SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT MONITORING 

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT 
(IDEA)
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SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT

Requirement that federal funds are 
 d t   f  t  th t  
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never used to pay for costs that are 
considered the LEA’s core educational 
program

 Federal funds are used to fund ‘above and 
beyond’ servicesbeyond  services

 Federal programs implement the supplement 
not supplant provision differently
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Particular 
Cost 

Testing

Cost previously funded with 
local dollars may not be 
funded at a future time with 
federal monies
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Testing federal monies

Example: 

An LEA purchases a supplemental 
reading program for 9 of its 10 schools 
using local funds

The LEA uses Title I funds to purchase 
the same reading program for its 10th

school, which is a Target Assistance 
school
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Supplanting

IDEA’S SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT

Tested three different ways:
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Tested three different ways:

 Excess Cost

 Maintenance of Effort (MOE)

l l i Excess Cost Calculation
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Excess CostExcess Cost Maintenance of EffortMaintenance of Effort
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IDEA’S SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT

§300.202 (a)(2)

 Costs that are 
generated solely 
because of the 

i i  f i l 

§300.203 

 Expectation that LEAs 
expend the same 
amount of local / state 
f d  f  i l 
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provision of special 
education and related 
services

 Fund 27

funds for special 
education as expended 
in a prior fiscal year

IDEA’S SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT
66

 Excess Cost Calculation

§300.16

 Costs that are in excess of the average 
annual per student expenditure level for an 
elementary school or secondary school elementary school or secondary school 
student
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COMPLIANCE MONITORING

 LEAs must complete the excess cost calculation 
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LEAs must complete the excess cost calculation 
annually

 Part of the single audit review for the special 
education cluster

 Selection of LEAs will be asked to submit 
completed calculation, with supporting 
documentation, to DPI
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1) Determine an “average annual per student 

EXCESS COST CALCULATION
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cost” 

2) Multiply this amount by the number of 
students with disabilities

E t bli h   i i  t th  LEA t Establishes a minimum amount the LEA must 
spend on the education of students with 
disabilities
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The average annual per student cost must be 
calculated separately for the elementary and 
secondary levels

Wisconsin statute §115.01(2)
Elementary:  Grades 4K-8
Secondary: Grades 9-12
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The LEA must use these grades spans when 
determining the excess cost calculation 
amounts
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Excess Cost 
Calculation

Example  
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From state and local tax funds: $6,500,000

From Federal funds: $600,000

Total Expenditures $7,100,000

Less capital outlay and debt -$60,000

T l E di  l  i l $

Appendix A 
to Part 300,

IDEA

Total Expenditures less capital $7,040,000

From funds under IDEA $200,000

From funds under Title I $250,000

From funds under Title III $50,000

From state special education funds $500,000

From state Titles I & III funds $150,000

Total federal and state funds: $1 150 000
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Total federal and state funds: -$1,150,000

Total expenditures less capital $7,040,000

Total $5,890,000

Average # of  students enrolled 800

Average annual per student exp. $7,362

Each fiscal year’s workbook can be downloaded from:

EXCESS COST CALCULATION WORKBOOK
11

http://sped.dpi.wi.gov/sped_excess-cost-calculation
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Bottom of the Excel Workbook

Excess Cost Report PageExcess Cost Report Page
“Base Calculation”
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Tab:  Base Calculation
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School Levels Expenditure tab

Tab:  Base Calculation; Part A
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Tab:  School Level Expenditures
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Our small district is divided between 4K-6 and 7-12. 
How do I divide things like Art, Physical Education, 

and Music where we only have one teacher?

Because we are 7-12, I have teachers that are teaching 
7-8 and 9-12. How do I allocate their costs 

t   th  8 t  l t ?
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to move the 7-8 to elementary?



The method used must be reasonable, defensible and 
used consistently from year to year

DETERMINING COSTS FOR MIXED GRADES
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used consistently from year to year

Methods could include:
 Teacher’s costs based on number of students served in 

each level
 Teacher’s costs based on number of classes taught at each 

level
 Teacher’s costs based on number of hours spent per level

Once a method is determined, document it as a written 
procedure
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An additional method for the situation in which the 
h d d ll

DETERMINING COSTS FOR MIXED GRADES
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teacher instructs grades 7 and 8 as well as 9 to 12:

Pro-rate the costs based on number of grades at each 
level. In this case, there are 2 elementary grades and 4 
secondary grades. The split would be 33% / 67%. 
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Tab:  District-wide Expenditures
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Tab:  Food Service Expenditures
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Tab:  Payment for Services
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Tab:  Base Calculation; Part A
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Tab:  Base Calculation; Part B
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Tab:  Base Calculation; Part C
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PI-1563, Pupil Count Reporting



Tab:  Base Calculation; Part D
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IDEA MOE Report – SwD Count Numbers

LEA completes final tab of the spreadsheet, 
“ l l l ” f h l f h f l

DETERMINING COMPLIANCE
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“Calculation Results” after the close of the fiscal year

At the same time, the LEA will also be creating a new 
Excess Cost level for the new fiscal year

The difference between the “Calculation Results” and 
the “Base Calculation” are in Part B, revenues received, 
and the student counts in Part C and D. 
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http://sped.dpi.wi.gov/sites/
default/files/imce/sped/pdf/

excess-cost-calculation-
guide.pdf 
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