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DATE:

February 27, 2002

TO:

School Performance Report District Contacts




Software Vendors




District Administrators (memo only)

FROM:

Rick Christofferson, School Performance Report Coordinator

RE:

Changes to the 2001-02 SPR – Out-of-School Suspension File

The department will simplify SPR reporting by discontinuing the collection of length of suspension data (i.e., suspensions of 10 days or less versus suspensions of more than 10 days) in the out-of-school suspension report that is due in October.  This has been made possible by a clarification on the data needed to comply with federal requirements.  We do not need to collect data distinguishing length of suspensions.  We will be able to eliminate some columns from a report that is large and cumbersome.

The suspension report will still require you to report suspensions by whether the incidents were non-weapon/non-drug (violation of school rules or assaultive/endangering behavior) or weapon/drug (weapon related or drug related).

This change will also make it easier for us to design the web forms that you will use to submit suspension data in the new web-based data collection application.  Work is progressing on the suspension form and the other forms in the new application.

Please note this change does not affect suspension/expulsion reporting on the IDEA Federal Discipline report due in June.  The Federal Discipline report, which pertains only to students with disabilities, will continue to collect data on single suspensions/expulsions of more than ten days and multiple short-term suspensions totaling more than ten days.
School performance report contacts and software vendors are also receiving with this memo:

· relevant changes in the SPR data documentation section for suspensions and
· a revised data file structure for the suspension file
Thank you for your time and careful attention to this important change.
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