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Date:
December 7, 2001

To:
School Performance Report Coordinators


Directors of Special Education/Pupil Services


School Software Vendors

cc:
School District Administrators (memo only)

From:
Rick Christofferson, School Performance Report Data Coordinator


Nancy Fuhrman, Special Education Data Coordinator

Subject:
Changes to the School Performance Report 2001-2002 Data Collection 

The School Performance Report (SPR) collects specific data elements related to discipline and students with disabilities as required by the federal Office of Special Education Program (OSEP), U.S. Department of Education.  The two specific discipline reports included in the SPR are the Interim Alternative Educational Setting (IAES) and the IDEA Federal Discipline (formerly referred to as the Unduplicated Count for Federal Reporting).  This memo highlights the changes to one of these data reports for the 2001-02 school year.

There are no changes to the IAES report.  The IAES report will continue to collect a count of pupils removed to an IAES by school personnel (weapon and drug offenses) and by a hearing officer’s determination, as well as the number of times pupils were removed to an IAES.  As clarification, removals to an IAES by a hearing officer are removals determined by a hearing officer governed by procedures under the Individuals with Disabilities Education (IDEA), rather than a hearing officer acting through the court system.

Two new data elements will be collected on the IDEA Federal Discipline report.  The first new data element is the grade of the pupils being reported.  The second new data element is the number of single suspensions and/or expulsions of more than ten days.  There has also been a change in definition for the Unduplicated Count field.  This field will now be an unduplicated count only of pupils who were suspended and/or expelled for more than ten days (single suspensions/expulsions and/or multiple short-term suspensions).  Pupils who were removed to an IAES during the school year will not be included in this field as in the past.  To summarize, the data collected on the IDEA Federal Discipline report are:

· The number of pupils with a single suspension and/or expulsion of more than ten days (Column A of worksheet).

· The number of single suspensions and/or expulsions of more than ten days (Column B of worksheet).

· The number of pupils with multiple suspensions summing to more than ten days (Column C of worksheet).

· An unduplicated count of pupils suspended and/or expelled more than ten days (Column D of worksheet).  This count is an unduplicated count of Columns A and C.

Enclosed with this memo are the directions for completing the IAES and IDEA Federal Discipline reports with sample worksheets.  The data collected on these two reports is due June 15, four months prior to the October 15 due date for the other reports included in the SPR in order to meet the OSEP due date of November 1.  We encourage school performance report coordinators and directors of special education/pupil services to work together in completing these reports.

If you should have questions about completing either of these reports, please contact Nancy Fuhrman, Special Education Data Coordinator, at (608) 267-9243.
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