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1. Why collect data on trauma-sensitive schools?

A. While there’s lots of compelling research showing that trauma can have deep and troubling effects on people’s health, relationships, and ability to function, there is very little research on the impact of trauma-sensitive schools (TSS).  By creating a statewide TSS initiative, Wisconsin has placed itself at the forefront of this national movement.  Collecting data from schools in real time will help us answer questions that schools and researchers across the country are now asking. 
2. Who has to submit data?

A. Each school is to submit its own data.  If you have several schools in the same district, each of them will submit data.  This is because there might easily be school-level differences in implementation, and we want to be able to see that.  (For instance, do we find that TSS works better at the middle school level than at the elementary level?)
3. What data do we have to submit, when, and how? 

A. See the TSS Data Components Table for an overview of the data needed for the TSS evaluation.  
Most of the TSS schools are also part of DPI’s School Mental Health Project. As part of your school mental health project planning, your Mental Health Project coaches have asked you to do a Mental Health Needs Assessment.  While many of the items covered there are relevant for creating a Trauma-Sensitive School, DPI will not be collecting your answers to the Needs Assessment; that document is purely for your own use as you determine where to place your efforts. 
4. Where are the materials I need?
A. Forms, links, and other materials will be posted under “Evaluation” on DPI’s Trauma Sensitive Schools webpage.  The TSS contact person for your school will also be notified by email as new tools become available.
5. Will the data my school submits be of any use to us?
A. YES!  Your school should incorporate tools like the TSS fidelity tool into your internal conversations about where you are at and where you want to be.  Without identifying individual schools, DPI evaluation staff can provide TSS participants with a general sense of some of the strengths and challenges identified by schools at different stages in the process.  At the end of the project, a trained observer sitting in on one of your model TSS classrooms can provide helpful feedback tailored to your school.
Some schools have asked if they can use instruments like the trauma-sensitive schools fidelity tool on a regular basis, in order to help with continuous quality improvement.  As long as schools complete the minimum data collection requirements, there’s no problem going beyond that and generating additional data that will be helpful for your staff.

6. Are any efforts being made to minimize the amount of data we have to submit?
A. YES! We know you don’t have much time!  The evaluation team decided against collecting annual YRBS-style questions from your students, in favor of using the data that you’ll already submit twice for the school climate survey.  Whenever possible, we are using data already available to DPI.  And every aspect of the evaluation serves a specific purpose for our research; we won’t collect anything that we won’t use.
7. Who can I go to with questions about the data collection?

A. DPI Evaluators for this project can answer your questions about data and evaluation:
Dr. Kate McCoy


Dr. John Bowser

Kate.mccoy@dpi.wi.gov

john.bowser@dpi.wi.gov
(608) 266-0506


(608) 266-2829

For more general questions about the organization and content of the Trauma-Sensitive Schools professional development project, contact: 

Nic Dibble, MSW
Nic.dibble@dpi.wi.gov
(608) 266-0963
