NAEP & CCSS letter to parents
Dear Parents and Guardians,

The staff at ___________ (school/district) pledge to work hard to help your child grow in learning and understanding during the 2012-13 school year. This will be an exciting year of change for all of us. As your child’s most influential teacher, I want you to know there are several important changes in what your child will learn and in how he/she will be tested.
All of these changes are designed to raise student achievement, improve Wisconsin public schools, and set high expectations for every student in _________ (school/district). We will do our best to make sure your child is on track to be ready for college or career when he graduates. We want you to be aware of these changes so you can fully support your child’s learning at home and at school.
This year, you will frequently hear about changes in:
· What children learn in English Language Arts and Mathematics, or the Common Core State Standards (CCSS).
· How student learning is measured in the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examinations (WKCE).
The Common Core State Standards

The Common Core State Standards for Math and English are world-class academic standards that aim to equip students with the knowledge and skills to compete in a global economy. In 2010, Wisconsin was the first of 45 states to adopt these standards, which offer a rigorous, updated curriculum for all students, including students with disabilities and English language learners.

The CCSS aim to ensure that all students, no matter what school district or state they live in, are prepared for success in college and the workforce. Common standards will help ensure students are receiving a high quality education consistently, from school to school and state to state. Teachers and schools will be better able to share best practices that enhance the learning of all students.
Finally, the new standards put Wisconsin on the path to a better, more sophisticated way to measure what students have – and haven’t – learned. Teachers will be able to more quickly identify gaps in individual student learning while helping fast learners move ahead.  The CCSS will help teachers, parents, and students chart a roadmap of clear and realistic goals for student success.
Measuring Student Achievement on State Tests
To ensure Wisconsin students are college or career-ready, they will be held to a higher level of performance on state tests. Beginning in 2012-13, fewer students will attain a ranking of proficient or advanced on state tests than in the past. Each year, Wisconsin public school students in grades 3 to 8 and 10 take the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examinations (WKCE) in reading and mathematics. This year, the WKCE tests will be scored using tougher benchmarks. These new benchmarks are based on those used by the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). The NAEP is sometimes called “the Nation’s Report Card” because it is the only measure of student achievement in the United States that allows the comparison of student performance across states. Overall, Wisconsin students outperform the national average on NAEP.
This difficult step is part of our state’s transition to the next generation of student assessments that will help parents and teachers get a more complete picture of each student’s learning more quickly. Wisconsin will continue to use the WKCE tests for two more years. In 2014-15, we will switch to the Smarter Balanced assessment system which features more rigorous content and standards. This will replace the reading, language arts, and mathematics portions of the WKCE tests.
The lower state test results expected this year are not a reflection of the abilities of students or teachers, but reflect the higher expectations we have for students and schools. All students and schools across the state will experience the effects of this tougher system, not just schools in the __________ School District. Adjusting to higher expectations for student performance is not easy and it will take some time, but it is necessary if we want to raise the achievement of our students and schools.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns about our higher expectations for students. I look forward to working with you to make 2012-13 a successful year for your child!

Sincerely,

(name of administrator/principal)
