
 
 

2013-14 District Level Implementation of Agenda 2017 Initiatives 
 

Purpose 
 
This checklist for district-level leaders provides a cross-cutting view of several key Wisconsin initiatives within Agenda 2017 and how they fit 
together for maximum impact on student learning in the 2013-14 school year. The use of this checklist is voluntary—it has been designed as 
an optional tool to assist leaders in leading efforts at the local level. 
 
 

Process 
 
Use this checklist, organized by action items to be completed during phases of a school calendar year, to specifically address the 
implementation of: 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and their aligned instruction and assessments  
Continuous data use for school improvement  
Wisconsin Educator Effectiveness System (EE)  

 

Cross Cutting Practices 
 
All action items in the checklist are grounded in five enduring, reoccurring, cross-cutting practices that are the foundation to accelerate 
change across the broad Agenda 2017 areas of standards and instruction, assessments and data systems, and school accountability and 
educator effectiveness, and beyond. The cross-cutting practices are: 
 

• Collaborative leadership, communication, and goal setting  
• Integrated assessment planning  
• Integrated technology planning 
• Integrated job-embedded professional development 
• Building data literacy and using data 

KEY: CCSS, Instruction & Assessments  Data Use for School Improvement  Wisconsin Educator Effectiveness System 



  

*Schools that fall into the “alternative accountability” process. 
**EE full system pilot year: These suggested activities are for district staff participating in the EE full system pilot for 2013-14 
***Assessment field testing sites only. 
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*Schools that fall into the “alternative accountability” process. 
**EE full system pilot year: These suggested activities are for district staff participating in the EE full system pilot for 2013-14 
***Assessment field testing sites only. 

 
Summer/Fall 2013: Action Items 
At this phase in the year, plan to establish a leadership team, develop goals and systems for success, and plan for ongoing, job-
embedded professional learning. 
 

 Identify and appoint a small implementation planning team made up of principals and district staff responsible for EE, CCSS, and Assessment 
and schedule quarterly meetings throughout this year.  Engage this group in assisting you with tasks on this checklist. 

 Meet with principals to discuss district and school report cards and develop communication plans for staff and community members 
addressing identified strengths and areas of need.  

 *Schools falling into the “alternative accountability” process should identify progress goals and strategies for tracking during the school year.  
 Familiarize schools with grades 3-8 on the Smarter Balanced online practice tests that are available to help classroom teachers understand 

how students will be expected to demonstrate their understanding of the CCSS.  
 Assure that ISES coordinator has a process to verify that “all students enrolled” is an accurate representation of students expected to take 

WKCE/WAA-SwD in October/November.  
 Assure that attendance record-keeping procedures at all schools accurately reflect student attendance for accountability determinations.  

Complete a return the EE grant application to DPI by November 30.  This will allow you to access funding and receive software licenses for all 
licensed educators in your district. 

 Review the yearly staff PD calendar to ensure principals and schools have adequate time to address professional learning needs this school 
year, paying particular attention to the EE training plan. 

 Complete the Educator Effectiveness District Readiness Tool and use results to develop and carry out a detailed implementation plan tailored 
to your district’s needs. 
Assess the technology readiness of the district to administer Smarter Balanced and ACT Suite assessments, develop a plan for addressing any 
identified gaps. Submit technology readiness status to DPI via the Technology Readiness Survey. 

 Ensure a member of your implementation planning team participates in the DPI WISExplore eLearning modules and/or training 
Use the new DPI District-Wide CCSS Professional Development tool 

 Use data to develop 2-4 district-level instructional, measurable goals (e.g., SMART goals) for the year, ensuring connections to EE, CCSS, and 
accountability measures.  Plan for how district and school goals can inform the EE process (e.g., Student/School Learning Objectives or 
Professional Practice Goals) 

 Review the district assessment plan and evaluate technology needed to complete all required assessments using the guidelines provided by 
DPI 
 

 
KEY: CCSS, Instruction & Assessments  Data Use for School Improvement  Wisconsin Educator Effectiveness System 
  

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/news/smarter-balanced-releases-online-practice-tests/�
http://reportcards.dpi.wi.gov/files/oea/pdf/Interpretive%20Guide%202013.pdf�
http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/files/ee/pdf/IB15_Funding.pdf�
http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/files/ee/pdf/ImplementationTrainingPlan.pdf�
http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/files/ee/doc/WI_EE_Readiness_Tool.docx�
https://docs.google.com/a/dpi.wi.gov/file/d/0B6vqnHqWoU2VSFFCa2R5SGozRWM/edit�
https://sites.google.com/a/dpi.wi.gov/sbac-readiness/�
https://sites.google.com/a/dpi.wi.gov/sbac-readiness/�


  

*Schools that fall into the “alternative accountability” process. 
**EE full system pilot year: These suggested activities are for district staff participating in the EE full system pilot for 2013-14 
***Assessment field testing sites only. 

 
 Use the Wisconsin Administrator’s Communications Toolkit  to communicate about the Educator Effectiveness System including 

o Communicating with staff about the purpose of the system in order to build trust and inform all staff about EE 2014-15 full 
implementation 

o Develop and disseminate consistent communications to all staff, parents, and community members to increase understanding of the EE 
System purpose and processes 

o **to prepare pilot staff for evaluation process 
 Identify key district and school roles for Educator Effectiveness implementation (e.g., coaches, etc.) 
 Begin drafting a specific Educator Effectiveness implementation plan for 2014-15, including: 

o Dates to deliver required state training 
o Revising school schedules to allow for PLCs 

 Read the Principal Evaluation Process Manual, and learn the Principal EE evaluation process, including the key steps and timelines 
 Determine who can help with school management tasks (e.g., budgeting, school calendar, bus and cafeteria monitoring) to protect adequate 

time for EE evaluations, such as other staff members, parent or community volunteers, etc. 
 **Ensure principals complete Teachscape training and certification 
 **Set up and train pilot staff in Teachscape 
 Provide any necessary professional development and/or identify any necessary resources to support the principals’ transition from a building 

manager focus to an instructional leader focus 
 **Communicate with your CESA Implementation Coach to schedule any needed support that staff have in implementing the system 
 **Engage in “Beginning of Year” activities as outlined in the Full Pilot Process Manual for teachers and principals. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KEY: CCSS, Instruction & Assessments  Data Use for School Improvement  Wisconsin Educator Effectiveness System 
 

  

http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/tools/dist-admin-toolkit�
http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/files/ee/pdf/IB13_SystemPurposeDataUse.pdf�
http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/files/ee/pdf/EEPrincipalEvaluationProcessManual-Version2.pdf�
http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/files/ee/doc/IC.docx�
http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/files/ee/pdf/EETeacherEvaluationProcessManual-Version2.pdf�
http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/files/ee/pdf/EEPrincipalEvaluationProcessManual-Version2.pdf�


  

*Schools that fall into the “alternative accountability” process. 
**EE full system pilot year: These suggested activities are for district staff participating in the EE full system pilot for 2013-14 
***Assessment field testing sites only. 

 
Fall/Winter 2013/14: Action Items 
At this phase in the year, plan to meet frequently to monitor data, engage in professional learning as a staff, and make strategic, data-
informed decisions to quickly impact student learning. 

 
 Hold a quarterly meeting with your implementation team to develop deep knowledge and understanding of district goals, and to continuously 

monitor them by: 
o Building data literacy through WISExplore 
o Understanding accountability measures such as the School Report Card 
o Understanding the EE system and the Danielson Framework 

 Ensure schools develop a Professional Learning Communities (PLC) structure and ensure PLCs are focused on critical work, such as: 
o Analyzing universal screening data and student work to differentiate instruction, and high leverage instructional frameworks (e.g., 

Universal Design for Learning, Gradual Release of Responsibility, etc.) and plan interventions 
o Writing and/or aligning performance tasks and lesson/unit plans that align to standards and SMARTER claims for ELA and mathematics 

 Train staff on Wisconsin Balanced Assessment System approach using DPI and Wisconsin RtI Center materials (e.g., Balanced Assessment 
chart, RtI Center Balanced Assessment modules) 

 Communicate with principals about online SMARTER practice assessments and provide them time to explore sample assessments and claims 
 Ensure principals are using the CCSS District-Wide Professional Development tool to deliver CCSS professional development in a logical and 

sequential manner as aligned to school needs.  Ensure principals are offering PD on data tools such as WISEdash using WISExplore for the 
purpose of: 
o Using and examining data (e.g., summative, formative and interim student data) as part of every whole school and/or PLC meeting 
o Providing guidance on the various types of data that staff should consider in making data-driven decisions and providing the various 

technology tools to assist staff in using data 
 In planning for full EE implementation, determine the appropriate stage of evaluation (rating or non-rating year) for each educator. Note that 

the law has not changed regarding frequency of evaluation.  Educators must be evaluated in their first year of employment and every third year 
thereafter.  Approximately 1/3 of your educators should be in a rating year in 2014-15.  Everyone else should be in a non-rating year. 

 Participate in district-wide training for EE full implementation in 2014-15 and ensure all staff complete the DPI orientation modules. 
 Ensure all staff has access to their Teachscape licenses and are beginning to complete the training modules on the Danielson Framework 

embedded in Teachscape. 
 **Collaboratively identify evaluation activities for each educator in your pilot group 
 **Ensure that principals are agreeing on support roles for EE Coaches, and review progress toward school goals and team SLO’s 

 
KEY: CCSS, Instruction & Assessments  Data Use for School Improvement  Wisconsin Educator Effectiveness System 

  

http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/wise_explorehome�
http://reportcards.dpi.wi.gov/files/oea/pdf/Interpretive%20Guide%202013.pdf�
http://www.danielsongroup.org/article.aspx?page=frameworkforteaching�
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Smarter-Balanced-ELA-Literacy-Claims.pdf�
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Smarter-Balanced-Mathematics-Claims.pdf�
http://oea.dpi.wi.gov/files/oea/pdf/bas.pdf�
http://www.wisconsinrticenter.org/educators/understanding-rti-a-systems-view/balanced-assessment.html�
http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/wise_dashhome�
http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/wise_explorehome�
http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/files/ee/pdf/ImplementationTrainingPlan.pdf�


  

*Schools that fall into the “alternative accountability” process. 
**EE full system pilot year: These suggested activities are for district staff participating in the EE full system pilot for 2013-14 
***Assessment field testing sites only. 

Winter/Spring 2014: Action Items 
At this phase in the year, plan to continue reviewing data to monitor DIP goals, engage in ongoing formal and informal evaluation of 
staff, and look ahead to summer DIP retreat planning. 
 

 High schools complete training to be ACT administration sites beginning in 2014-15.  
 ***Schools participating in the 3rd-8th grade Smarter Balanced field test complete this during specific windows in the last 12 weeks of the 

school year. 
 ***Schools volunteering for the DLM alternate assessment field test participate in Spring 2014.   
 Hold quarterly meeting to review data toward positive impact on district goals using standard process (e.g., WISExplore) 
 Ensure principals are using the DPI CCSS “look for’s” (in development) when visiting classrooms to identify evidence of CCSS instructional 

shifts, connections to EE domains, and whole school goals 
 Encourage educators to use Teachscape Learn as part of their baseline learning, and WPLD for advanced concept-building in both personal 

and/or PLC planning and reflection. 
 Provide principals updates on goals and key accountability areas throughout the year and at key points in the EE cycle 
 Participate in district-wide training for EE full implementation in 2014-15 and ensure all staff complete the DPI orientation modules 
 Work with your CESA implementation coach to plan and attend the 1 day face to face training for all evaluators on the EE system.  (note that 

districts may also elect to do this training on their own using the DPI developed materials.) 
 Ensure that every principal/teacher evaluator has completed the training in Teachscape and successfully passed the certification. 
 Work with CESA to support principals that need additional intervention to become a certified evaluator. 
 **Ensure that pilot principals are carrying out the EE process for each pilot educator   

This includes: 
o Evaluation Planning Session 
o Observation and evidence collection (with ongoing feedback to teachers) 
o Mid-Year Review 
o Additional observation and evidence to ensure adequate evidence for subsequent rating is gathered 
o Rating of professional practice and SLOs 
o Final evaluation conference 

 **Ensure that pilot principals are providing specific feedback on whole school, team-specific, and individual goals as part of EE observations, 
mid-year reviews, and final conferences 

 Ensure that high schools receive required training to begin administering ACT Suite assessments in 2014-15.  
 Evaluate the success of the 2013-14 implementation team, make any necessary changes to the group’s membership, and schedule a summer 

retreat for the 2014-15 planning 
 

KEY: CCSS, Instruction & Assessments  Data Use for School Improvement  Wisconsin Educator Effectiveness System 

http://wise.dpi.wi.gov/wise_explorehome�
http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/files/ee/pdf/ImplementationTrainingPlan.pdf�
http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/files/ee/doc/IC.docx�
http://ee.dpi.wi.gov/files/ee/pdf/ImplementationTrainingPlan.pdf�


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


