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IDEA’s Equitable Services 
Set-Aside

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation will provide the audience with an overview of the requirement an LEA must meet by setting aside a portion of its Individuals with Disabilities Education Act entitlement grant to pay for special education and related services provided to students with disabilities placed in private schools by their parents.  



2

Types of IDEA Entitlement Grants

Entitlement 
funds under 
IDEA are 
awarded on 
a non-
competitive 
basis for 
programs and 
services to 
students with 
disabilities

Preschool (PS) 
Provides funds for special education services 
to children ages 3 to 5

Flow-through (FT) 
Provides funds for special education services 
to children ages 3 to 21

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, often referred to as “IDEA,” provides funding to school districts on a non-competitive basis to help defray the costs of providing special education. There are two different sources of funding. 
 
One is called “preschool entitlement” and is intended to fund special education services and supports for children ages 3 to 5.  The other, much larger source of funding, is called “flow-through entitlement” and is intended to fund special education services and supports for children ages 3 to 21.
 
The larger portion of the funding is called “flow-through” because the funding is awarded to the state and then the state education agency, and in Wisconsin that’s DPI, flows the funding to the school districts on a non-competitive basis. The amount of funding each district receives annually is based on a calculation that is addressed in federal regulations. 
 
Together, these two sources of funding are referred to as “Part B” funding because under IDEA these entitlement funds to school districts are addressed in Part B of the federal Act. 



Equitable Services Set-Aside Regulations
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 Children With Disabilities Enrolled by Their Parents 
in Private Schools (34 CFR § 300.130 through 
300.148 )

 Definition of a private school:  Wisconsin statute 
§ 118.165
 Not home schooled children

 Applicable only to children placed in private schools 
by their parents

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under IDEA, LEAs have an obligation to provide parentally-placed private school children with disabilities an opportunity for equitable participation in the special education services funded with IDEA. 
  
LEAs must locate, identify, and evaluate all children with disabilities who are enrolled by their parents in private schools located in the school district's jurisdiction. This also includes religious private schools. These students are referred to as “parentally placed private school children.” 
  
Once the child has been determined to be a student with a disability, a services plan must be developed and implemented for each private school student that will receive special education and related services. These services must be paid for using the LEA's IDEA entitlement grant. We refer to this as the "Equitable Services Set-Aside." 
  
The private school must meet the definition of a private school in Wisconsin Statutes section 118.165.  In Wisconsin, a home-based program is not considered a private school.  Therefore, the IDEA provisions relating to parentally placed private school students do not apply to children participating in home schooling. 
  
This requirement applies only to students who are placed in private schools by their parents. This set-aside funding is not for students who are placed in private schools by the LEA or other public agency. 
  
If there are no private schools in the LEA's jurisdiction, then this requirement does not apply. 



Proportionate Share Calculation – Flow-through
4

Flow-
Through 

Allocation

$150,000

Total # of LEA public 
& private students w 
disabilities ages 3-21

113

SwD Per 
Capita 

$1,327

SwD Per 
Capita 

$1,327

Total # of LEA private 
school students w 

disabilities ages 3-21

14

Flow-though 
Equitable Set-Aside

$18,584

113 Students 

99 Public School
-----

14 Private School

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let's begin with a demonstration on the calculation that determines how much an LEA must set-aside and expend on special education services for parentally placed private school students. The amount that must be set aside for equitable services is outlined in the IDEA regulations and is referred to as the “proportionate share” calculation. 

The LEA is required to complete two calculations – one against the flow-through grant and a second one against the preschool grant, to determine the total amount the LEA must spend annually on equitable services.  
  
To determine the current year's equitable set-aside amount, the LEA would use its current year flow-through allocation amount. In this example, the LEA's flow-through allocation is $150,000. 
  
The next step is determining a per capita amount based on the number of students with disabilities within the LEA's jurisdiction, ages 3 to 21.  This is done by dividing the total number of students with disabilities eligible for special education services by the flow-through allocation amount. In this example, I have used the number 113, which includes students with disabilities attending both public and private schools. 
  
Now that we have a per capita amount of $1,327, we can determine the amount that must be set aside from the flow-through allocation and spent on the provision of equitable services by multiplying the per capita amount by the  total number of students with disabilities, ages 3 to 21, eligible for special education services enrolled in private schools. In this example, I have used the count of 14. 
  
This LEA must set-aside and expend $18,584 on special education instruction and related services for students with disabilities placed in private schools by their parents. 
  
I would like to point out that the number of parentally placed private school children eligible for special education services is counted twice in this calculation. First, it is included in the count of all students that determines the per capita amount. So in this example, the 200 students consists of 99 publicly enrolled students and 14 students enrolled in private schools. In the second part of the calculation, that same count of 14 students enrolled in private schools is used to determine the equitable set-aside portion. 
  
 



Proportionate Share Calculation – Preschool
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Preschool 
Allocation

$4,000

Total # of LEA public 
& private students w 
disabilities ages 3-5

13

SwD Per 
Capita 

$307

SwD Per 
Capita 

$307

Total # of LEA private 
school students w 

disabilities ages 3-5

3

Preschool
Equitable Set-Aside

$923

13 Students 

10 Public School
-----

3 Private School

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The difference between the preschool calculation and the flow-through calculation is the age of the students counted. For preschool, only students ages 3 to 5 are included. 
  
Let's do a quick repeat of the process, starting with the LEA's current year's preschool allocation of $4,000.  
  
The next step is determining a per capita amount based on the number of students with disabilities within the LEA's jurisdiction, which is done by dividing the total number of the students with disabilities, ages 3 to 5, by the preschool allocation amount. For this example, I used the count of 13, which includes students with disabilities attending both public and private schools. 
  
With our per capita amount of $307, we can determine the amount that must be set aside from the preschool allocation and spent on the provision of equitable services by multiplying the per capita amount by the total number of students with disabilities, ages 3 to 5, eligible for special education services enrolled in private schools. In this example, I have used the count of 3. 
  
This LEA must set-aside and expend $923 on special education instruction for students with disabilities placed in private schools by their parents. This amount can be expended from either flow-through or preschool funds, since flow-through also covers the ages of 3 to 5. 
  
I just want to point out again that the private school student number is counted twice - first as part of the total student count and then again in the specific private school student count. 
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Allocation

• Only the fiscal year allocation –
carryover from a prior year is not 
included

LEA SwD
(Flow-

Through)

• Count all student eligible for special 
education services, ages 3 to 21

• October 1 of the prior fiscal year

LEA SwD
(Preschool)

• Include eligible students 3 to 5 again
• October 1 of the prior fiscal year

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The calculation seems pretty simple, but there is a bit more detail to know about each of the calculations' components. 
  
Beginning with the LEA's allocation - the figure that is used as the LEA's grant amount, either flow-through or preschool, is the LEA's current fiscal year allocation amount only. It does not include carryover amounts from the prior fiscal year.   
  
The LEA's students with disabilities count for flow-through is the total number of children, ages 3 to 21, attending both  public and private schools, who were ELIGIBLE for special education (even if they do not receive any services) as of October 1 of the preceding school year. Sometimes LEAs forget to include the private school students in this count and just include the public school student numbers or only count the students receiving special education and discount the students who were eligible for special education but did not receive any services.   
  
The LEA never uses “current year” student numbers to determine the current year's set-aside. IDEA regulations direct that the count used is from a prior year and should have taken place between October 1 and December 1. DPI recommends that LEAs use an October 1 count date to align with other DPI collection timelines. 
  
The number of students eligible for special education services is not collected by DPI – DPI collects a child count number, which is the number of students receiving special education services, which may be less than the eligible count. 
  
You may notice that children ages 3 to 5 are counted twice, once for the flow-through set-aside and again for the preschool set-aside. This is because flow-through funding is for children ages 3 to 21 and preschool funding is for children ages 3 to 5. Part of the calculation to determine an LEA's flow-through and preschool award takes into account total student enrollment, and in those calculations 3 to 5 year old children are also counted twice. So the double counting of this age group is actually consistent across the different required calculations.  
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Private 
School Count

• Private schools located in the 
LEA’s jurisdiction

• Include students with disabilities 
4K through 12th grade even if not 
receiving services

• WI statute does not include an 
elementary grade for 
3-year-olds – to count this age, the 
student must be enrolled in a 
private school 4K program

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The final step of the calculation is multiplying the student per capita amount by the number of parentally placed private school children attending private schools located within the LEA’s jurisdiction. Students with disabilities are counted even if they are not receiving special education services through a service plan.  
 
I want to spend a few minutes talking about 3-year-olds that are eligible for special education services. Wisconsin Statute section 115.01(2) defines the elementary grades to include four- and five-year-old kindergarten, but no grade specific for 3-year-olds. Therefore, this IDEA requirement would not apply to 3-year-olds enrolled in private school programs unless they are enrolled in a 4K or 5K program.  If they are not enrolled in a private school 4K program, then these 3-year-olds continue to have an individual entitlement to free appropriate public education (FAPE) from their school district of residence. 
 
When figuring out the number of parentally placed private school children ages 3 to 21 attending private schools, only count 3-year-olds in this piece of the calculation if they are enrolled in a 4K or 5K program. Otherwise, only count 4- and 5-year olds enrolled in the private school. 



Private School 
Student Count

Student 
belongs to 
the LEA 
where the 
student’s 
private 
school is 
located.
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Jane resides in the 
Sparta School District

Jane attends a private 
school located in the 
Tomah School District

Tomah counts Jane in its 
equitable services 
calculation

Matt resides in the 
Milton District

Matt attends Oakhill 
Christian School located 
in the Janesville District

Janesville counts Matt in 
its equitable services 
calculation

Jill resides in 
Lanesboro, Iowa

Jill attends a private 
school located in the 
Belleville (WI) District

Belleville (WI) counts Jill 
in its equitable services 
calculation

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The responsibility for implementing the requirements for parentally placed private school students, including determining the set-aside amount, falls upon the LEA where the student's private school is located – regardless of the student's residence. 
  
In this first example, the student's residence is in the Sparta School District. However, the student attends Tomah Baptist Academy, which is located in the Tomah School District. Because the Sparta student is attending a private school in the Tomah School District, Tomah is responsible for providing special education services to this student and counting this student in its equitable services set-aside calculation. 
  
Remember that, in these examples, a student counted impacts the following year's set-aside calculation. So in the prior example, if the student is counted on October 1, 2015, her “number” is not counted as part of the calculation until the LEA is figuring out its 2016-2017 equitable services set-aside. 
  
In the next example, the student lives in the Milton School District but attends the Oakhill Christian School in Janesville. Thus, Janesville School District would count this student in its equitable services calculation. 
  
And one more example before you try it yourself:  the student resides in Iowa but attends a small private school in southwestern Wisconsin. Although the student resides in a different state, the same rule applies, and so it is the Wisconsin LEA that would count and serve the student as part of the equitable services requirement. 
  
 



Obligation Period
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 A set-aside is determined each fiscal year

 Two years to spend a single year’s set-aside

Set-Aside determined July 1, 2015
Total amount expended by June 30, 2017
 2015-2016 – YEAR 1
 2016-2017 – YEAR 2

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An LEA with private schools must determine a set-aside amount each year from each allocation. 
 
An LEA has two years to spend a single year's required set-aside amount. A set-aside that is calculated based on the fiscal year 2015-16 entitlement grant must be used on equitable services by June 30, 2017 – two years past the July 1 start date. 
 



Obligation Period
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 An LEA has 27 months to spend a single year’s 
allocation (Tydings Period)

 Equitable services requires a 24 month spending period

 Funds not expended at the close of the 24 month period 
may be used at the LEA’s discretion 
 Only if the LEA is meeting all equitable services requirements

 http://idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/%2Croot%2Cdynamic%2CQaCor
ner%2C1%2C (OSEP Guidance, H-5)

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grants are awarded for a 27-month period, also known as the 'Tydings Period.'  Which means that LEAs receiving IDEA allocations have 27 months to expend any funds awarded for a fiscal year. 
  
For equitable services, the requirement is that the set-aside for a single year is expended within two years – or 24 months. This leaves a window of three months when the set-aside obligation period has ended but the grant's funds availability has not. 
  
If the LEA is in compliance with all the equitable services requirements including implementing a thorough child find process, establishing services plans for children receiving services, and providing IDEA-funded equitable services in accordance with service plans but was not able to expend the required set-aside amount, then the LEA is allowed to use those funds on special education costs not related to the provision of equitable services after the 24 months have passed. 
  
A real life example, an LEA is required to set-aside $25,000 for equitable services in a single fiscal year. The parentally placed private school students within the LEA's jurisdiction only need speech and language therapy and this is addressed through the services plans. At the end of the year, the cost of providing these services amounts to $20,000.  The LEA is required to determine a new set-aside for the following fiscal year, which is again $25,000, and now the LEA has $30,000 to spend on equitable services. It's very possible that eventually the LEA is going to have more funds set-aside than what they can possibly use on allowable expenditures, and so after the 24 month period, funds not used on equitable services can be spent at the LEA's discretion. 

http://idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/,root,dynamic,QaCorner,1,


Unobligated Funds Example
11

FIRST IN

FIRST OUT

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The “unspent funds after 24 months” scenario will not happen very often because funds set aside should be accounted for in a “first in, first out” manner. Unexpended set-aside funds from the previous fiscal year should be expended prior to expending any current fiscal year set-aside funds.  
  
The rule to remember is “first funds set-aside are the first funds spent."  An LEA should track the equitable services set-aside for a single year, making sure that qualifying costs are applied against that set-aside until the set-aside is spent to zero before spending any new year's set-aside. 



Eligible Expenditures
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 Direct Student Services (Required) 
 Costs of providing special education and related services, 

including transportation to these services
 Speech & Language
 Physical Therapy
 Deaf and Hard of Hearing
 Transportation to special education services

 Indirect Services (Not Required)
 Special Education training for private school personnel
 Resource / assistive technology library accessible to private 

schools

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that you know how much must be set aside from the LEA's IDEA funds and the period in which they must be spent, let's talk about what expenditures would “count” towards meeting the set-aside amount. 
  
Expenditures for special education and related services provided directly to the parentally placed private school student would be considered when determining whether the LEA has expended the amount that must be set-aside. 
  
Transportation to the private school is not normally considered a special education cost and cannot be charged to IDEA. Transportation that can be charged to IDEA occurs when the costs involve the service, such as picking the student up and taking him to another location for speech therapy. 
  
The LEA may provide these services using their own staff or contract with a private vendor.  Another option is contracting with private school personnel to provide the services as long as the employee performs the services outside of his or her regular hours of duty.  If the LEA is paying for private school staff to provide equitable services, the private school staff do not have to meet the highly qualified teacher requirements. 
  
An LEA may spend IDEA funds for equitable services on other activities, beyond direct services, such as training private school personnel on special education related topics or establishing a resource and assistive technology library that would be accessible to the private schools. 



Non-Eligible Expenditures
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 Child find activities

 Special education evaluations

 Administrative Costs (clerical, director)

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IDEA regulations identify some specific costs that cannot be used when determining whether or not the requirements of equitable services set-aside has been met. These include child find activities, special education evaluations or re-evaluations, or any administrative costs, such as clerical support or special education director salaries.
 
This does not mean that the LEA cannot use IDEA funds for these costs, it is just that these expenditures cannot be used to document that the LEA expended the required equitable services set-aside amount.  
 



Expenditures NOT Allowed
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 Remodeling or repairs of private school facilities

 Paying salaries of private school staff for part of their 
regular duties

 Response to Intervention (RtI) costs
 Federal funds cannot be used for the general needs of students 

enrolled in a private school. 
 EDGAR § 76.658 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When dealing with federal funds and private schools, there are some costs that may never be charged to the IDEA grant. 
 
First, IDEA funds may never be used for repairs, minor remodeling, or construction of private school facilities.  If a private school needs to remodel a room to make it handicapped accessible, the LEA cannot use IDEA funds to pay the costs. 
 
Second, an LEA may not pay for a portion of a private school employee’s salary in lieu of the private school paying. As an example, a teacher is contracted to work 40 hours a week at the private school. The LEA cannot pay the private school for five hours each week of this teacher’s 40 hours to provide special education services. For this to work, the teacher would have to work 45 hours a week, with 40 hours being contracted with the private school and five hours being contracted with the LEA. 
 
And lastly, IDEA funds cannot be used to cover the costs of RtI training or implementation at a private school. RtI is a general education initiative that is implemented with all students, not just students with disabilities. This question has been raised as LEAs have been preparing to implement the new Specific Learning Disability criteria rule. 
 
Using IDEA funds to cover the RtI costs of private schools, or any other general education curriculum, would violate the US Education Department’s General Education regulations that federal funds may not be used to support the general needs of the students enrolled in a private school. 
 
 



No Benefit to the Private Schools
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 IDEA funds may not be turned over to the private 
school to use at its discretion
 Do not send a check to the private school!
 The LEA must determine the services and pay for them

 Non-disposable items purchased with IDEA funds 
belong to the LEA, not the private school!
 Textbooks
 FM systems
 iPads

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In fact, along that same concept, those federal Education regulations are clear that federal education funds are not to be used to finance the existing level of instruction in a private school or to otherwise benefit the private school. 
  
This means that IDEA funds for equitable services may not be paid directly to a private school. The LEA must always control and administer the funds. An LEA would be in non-compliance with both the equitable services requirement and other federal regulations if it was sending a check for a certain amount directly to the private school. 
  
The LEA may place materials, equipment and other non-disposable property  purchased with IDEA funds in a private school for the period of time needed for the student. To comply with the regulations that federal funds must not benefit a private school, the property purchased with IDEA funds belongs to the LEA and the LEA must treat the items as their own and simply on loan to the private school. 
 



Equitable Services & Time and Effort Reporting
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Charges to Federal awards must be based on 
records that accurately reflect the work performed. 
These records must:
 Be supported by a system of internal control which 

provides reasonable assurance that the charges are 
accurate, allowable, and properly allocated

 Be incorporated into the official records of the 
subrecipient

 Document the staff time spent providing equitable services.

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because the set-aside funds are still federal funds, staff costs used to meet the LEA’s equitable services requirement must keep appropriate time and effort records in accordance with the Uniform Grant Guidance.  The type of time and effort record kept will depend on the staff person’s normal cost objective. 

If the individual, outside of providing the equitable services to parentally placed private school children, is considered to have a single cost objective – such as a speech and language therapist – then this person’s job description would suffice as adequate time and effort documentation. 

However, please take note that during monitoring of this requirement, the LEA will be required to provide supporting documentation of expenditures, so there is still a need to document the staff time spent providing equitable services.  



Equitable Services & Property Management
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 Any equipment purchased for the student attending 
the private school is OWNED by the LEA.

 Know what has been purchased with IDEA funds

 Know where it is located

 Know how it is being used

 Get it back when no longer needed by the student at the 
private school

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An LEA may purchase equipment with IDEA funds to be used by a student in a private school – but the equipment always belongs to the LEA. 
 
The LEA must monitor that the equipment placed in a private school is used only for special education and can be removed from the private school without remodeling the private school facility.
 
And furthermore, the LEA must remove the equipment from a private school if the equipment is no longer needed by the student or removal is necessary to avoid unauthorized use of the equipment for other than special education purposes.
 



Supplement / Not Supplant
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 Must use required IDEA funds to provide special 
education services to parentally placed private school 
children BEFORE local funds may be used

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each LEA with private schools located within its jurisdiction is required to spend a minimum amount of its IDEA grant on equitable services.  Nothing in the IDEA regulations prohibits an LEA from expending more than the proportionate share required; however, local funds may only be used to supplement, but not supplant, the LEA's proportionate share of Federal funds required to be expended on equitable services. Treat the federal funds with the same “first in, first out” concept – pay for private school special education services with IDEA funds first and when the amount that must be spent has been met, any additional services the LEA chooses to provide may be paid with local funds. 
  
Please note – the LEA's only expenditure requirement for providing special education services to private school students is equal to the amount the LEA must set aside from its IDEA funds. If the IDEA set-aside amount is met prior to the end of the fiscal year, the LEA is not required to provide any additional services. 
 



WISEgrants Application Process
19

 Collect private school student enrollment numbers 
for equitable services participation

 Collect private school student information for the 
“Additional Data” reporting requirement

 Reserve funds for equitable services

 Budget for reserved equitable services amount

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction



Version 1.0

WISEgrants Application Process - Enrollment Demo



Version 1.0

WISEgrants Application Process - Enrollment Demo

LEAs also have the option of downloading a spreadsheet of their private 
schools to enter enrollment numbers to upload back into the software

Number of Students Evaluated:  Enter all private school student special education 
evaluations performed between July 1 to June 30 of the prior year

Number of Students with Disabilities:  Enter all students with disabilities 
parentally placed into private schools as of October 1 of the prior year

Number of Students Served:  Enter the number students with disabilities 
parentally placed into private schools who received special education services 
between July 1 to June 30 of the prior year



Version 1.022

WISEgrants Application Process 

Equitable Services “Reservations” Demo

Total students 
with 
disabilities, 
both public 
and private

Private school 
students with 
disabilities 
count



Version 1.023

The budget software will track the amounts budgeted 
for the Program Type “Private School”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The budget software gives the user the option to dedicate expenditures as either “Public School” or “Private School.” Items that are marked as private school are tracked and compared against what the LEA is supposed to set-aside for equitable services.

However, due to the various reasons why amounts may not be budgeted, the software does not require the LEA to budget all or even any of its IDEA funds for equitable services. However, LEAs that do not budget anything for private schools will most likely receive a follow-up call from their assigned Special Education consultant for additional information. 

At this time, the private school expenditures are not claimed separately on the claim. Our first step was tracking it in the budget, and in future versions of WISEgrants, claiming of equitable services separately from all other costs may be collected. 



Accounting for Equitable Services Expenditures
24

 Fund:  27

 Function:  Special Education Function

 Project Code:  341 (FT) or 347 (PS)

 Revenue Source: 730

 CFDA:  84.027 (FT) or 84.173 (PS)

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since equitable services are special education costs, they would be coded to Fund 27 with the appropriate special education function. The project code will be either 341, if the costs are being charged to flow-through, or 347 if the costs are being charged to preschool. 
    
In either case, the LEA will want to have some type of identifying mark on these costs so that it will be easy to determine the amount that was expended on equitable services in order to provide supporting documentation that the requirement was met. 
 



Frequently Asked Clarification
25

 Zero Students Last Year – 10 Students This Year
 What’s the set-aside amount?

 10 Students Last Year – Zero Students This Year
 What’s the set-aside amount?
 What are we supposed to do with it?

 What about the private school students who are 
identified after October 1?

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction



Frequently Asked Clarification
26

 What if the private school refuses to participate?
 Documentation
 Must still serve students at other private schools

 What is the LEA’s responsibility for finding parentally 
placed private school students?
 Child find activities similar to those done for the LEA’s public school 

students

 The private schools just want SMART boards. Can we use 
our equitable services set-aside to purchase them?

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction



Frequently Asked Clarification
27

 Are Residential Care Centers considered private 
schools?

 Yes – if they meet the definition of a private school in 
Wisconsin, they are private schools under the equitable 
participation provision of IDEA.

 The Key:  Equitable services are provided to parentally placed
private school students. So although RCCs are private schools, 
the student has to be placed by a parent to be included in the 
calculation.

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction



Frequently Asked Clarification
28

 We bill all of our Speech and Language therapists to 
Medicaid. Do we have to use IDEA funds to provide 
services to private school students? We’re providing 
the services, we just want to use local funds. 

 Yes – the equitable services set-aside amount under IDEA 
must be used.  To use local funds instead of the IDEA funds 
would be considered supplanting. 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction



Unusual Situation
29

 For the first time in years, the private school in our 
district will enroll a student with a disability in 
Kindergarten this fall. According to the regs, we do 
not set-aside funds for FY 2016 because the count 
from Oct. 1, 2014, was zero. Are we still required to 
develop service plans?
 No – If there is no required set-aside amount, then there is no 

reason to develop a services plan. However, the district must 
still complete the consultation process.

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
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Technical Assistance

Equitable Services under IDEA
http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/topics/private-schools#equitable

Special Education Team Contacts
http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/educators/local-performance-
plans/contact

Equitable Services Program Contact 
Paul Sherman
paul.sherman@dpi.wi.gov

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/topics/private-schools#equitable
http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/educators/local-performance-plans/contact
mailto:paul.sherman@dpi.wi.gov
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