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Online and blended learning have grown dramatically in K-12 education in the past dozen years, creating countless new opportunities for students and educators. With more and more of these schools entering the charter sector, the need for guidance on how to authorize online charter schools is high.

     
To address this, the National Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA) is embarking upon a series of resources to assist authorizers, policymakers, and the charter community in addressing the challenges and opportunities for online and blended-learning charter schools.

     
The first publication in this series is An (Updated) Primer on Virtual Charter Schools: Mapping the Electronic Frontier. Originally written by Gregg Vanourek and updated by the Evergreen Education Group, this Issue Brief defines concepts in online learning, including full-time and blended learning. It also discusses recent trends in growth and governance of various types of online learning and virtual charter schools. Subsequent documents in this series will address specific adjustments to authorizer application and review processes, the emergence of and issues related to blended-learning environments that combine a brick-and-mortar setting with advances in technology, and policy issues associated with cyber schools and blended learning.
     

In addition to this series, please consider joining authorizers, policymakers, state charter organizations, and others at the 2011 NACSA Leadership Conference for breakout sessions focused entirely on online and blended learning. Discussion topics include policies, practices and governance for online and blended learning, and the influence of these emerging schools on the charter sector. 

     
Additional NACSA Cyber Resources:

     

  NACSA Monograph - Quality Authorizing for Online and Blended-Learning Charter Schools 

  NACSA Viewpoint - Authorizing Online Learning 

  NACSA Webinar - Investigating Quality Authorizing for Online and Blended Learning Charter Schools (Members Only) 

  NACSA Webinar - Funding and Policy Frameworks for Virtual Learning (Members Only) 

  NACSA's Principles & Standards for Quality Charter School Authorizing - See page 21 for guidance on applications for online and blended-learning charters 

  2011 NACSA Leadership Conference - October 24-27 in Amelia Island, Florida 

  

   

NACSA is the trusted resource and innovative leader working with public officials and education leaders to increase the number of high-quality charter schools in cities and states across the nation. NACSA provides training, consulting, and policy guidance to authorizers and education leaders interested in increasing the number of high-quality schools and improving student outcomes.


	
	

	


