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Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Tony Evers
State Superintendent

Applications for the charter school funds

must arrive or be delivered to the Department of Public Instruction

by 4:30 p.m. 

April 15, 2010 

Applications arriving after 4:30 p.m. will not be considered for funding.

Submit applications (original and five copies) to:

Use the following address for UPS, Fed Ex, or personal drop off:

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Charter School Team

Attn: Julie Blaney

125 South Webster Street

Madison, WI 53703 

Use the following address for United States Postal Service delivery: 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Charter School Team

Attn: Julie Blaney

P. O. Box 7841

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7841

For information and assistance regarding the charter schools sub-grant program,

contact the DPI Charter School Consultants at 

1-888-245-2732 ext. 5 or directly:

Margaret McMurray at 608-266-5728 or margaret.mcmurray@dpi.wi.gov 

Barry Golden at 608-267-9111 or barry.golden@dpi.wi.gov
The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction does not discriminate on the basis of 
sex, race, color, religion, creed, age, national origin, ancestry, pregnancy,
marital status or parental status, sexual orientation, or disability.
Overview
The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction is committed to developing innovative, high quality charter schools throughout the State of Wisconsin. Charter schools are intended to be the research and development laboratories for school districts in the State. As a means to discover new and better models for successfully educating our students, the DPI participates in the U.S. Department of Education’s “Charter School Program Development” effort. 
The intent of Dissemination and Dissemination Renewal grants is to support the continued development and replication of successful charter schools. These efforts may encompass a variety of options from creating a product(s) to developing and delivering services grantees may provide to other authorizers and developers of charter schools. Assessment instruments, curricula, consulting on governance board development, training, or creating a network of successful schools are some examples to consider when submitting a Dissemination or Dissemination Renewal grant application.
The grant process is competitive so only the best applications will be approved. All applications will be reviewed and rated by an outside panel of expert reviewers. Applicants should receive notice of grant status by August 2010.
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	Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

CHARTER SCHOOLS SUB-GRANT APPLICATION

Public Law 107-110, Title V, Part B, Subpart 1

PI-9600-D (Rev. 1-10)
	INSTRUCTIONS: Complete and return original and five (5) copies by April 15, 2009 to:

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

ATTN: JULIE BLANEY

CHARTER SCHOOL TEAM

125 SOUTH WEBSTER STREET

P.O. BOX 7841

MADISON, WI 53707-7841

	
	Dissemination Grant 
	

	
	I. GENERAL INFORMATION
	

	School District/Chartering Authority

     
	2.
Name of District Administrator

     

	School District/Chartering Authority Address Street, City, State, Zip

     
	4.
CESA No.

  
	5.
LEA Code

    

	6.
District Administrator E-Mail Address

     
	7.
District Administrator Phone Area/No.

     

	8.
If Multi-District, list district names

     
	9.
Charter School Operated by CESA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	10.
Name of Charter School 

     
	11.
Public School Conversion
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	12.
Type of School

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Instrumentality
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-Instrumentality

	13.
Charter School Address Street, City, State, Zip

     
	14.
Charter School Administrator 

     
	15.
Charter School Phone Area/No.
     

	16.
E-Mail Address Charter School Administrator
     
	17.
Grade Level(s) Served
by Charter School

     
	18.
Projected Enrollment

     
	19.
Amount
Requested

     

	20.
Model(s) of Instruction 
(See instructions) 

     
	21.
Date Charter Granted (mm/dd/yy)
     
	22.
Date Charter School Opened
     
	23.
Charter School Governance Board President Name
     

	24.
Charter School Governance Board President Email Address
     
	25.
Charter School Governance Board President Phone Area/No.

     

	
	II. ASSURANCES
	


Each participating subgrant recipient does hereby agree to comply with the following assurances:
Read and check
 FORMCHECKBOX 

1.
Subgrant funds will be expended during the specified sub-grant period; the school district or chartering authority shall serve as the fiscal agent for all sub-grants; standard accounting procedures will be utilized by sub-grant recipients and records of all sub-grant expenditures will be maintained in an accurate, thorough, and complete manner. Any administrative fees or expenses reserved from the sub-grant are prohibited unless agreed to by the chartering authority and sub-grantee as noted in section 5204(f) (4) (B) of the ESEA Part B Public Charter Schools.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

2.
Subgrant recipients/chartering authorities by endorsement of this proposal, assure that an application to develop and operate a charter school has been submitted to the authorizer. Both parties assure the application for federal charter school funds has been submitted to the authorizer in an adequate and timely manner. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

3.
Subgrant recipients will participate in all data reporting and evaluation activities or onsite monitoring as requested by the U.S. Department of Education and the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, including the School Performance Report, participation at a reporting conference, a final grant report document, and financial claim. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

4.
Subgrant recipients will expend planning funds only for the purpose of planning a charter school which is nonsectarian and which will be in compliance with all Wisconsin laws and administrative rules regarding staff certification and licensure.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

5.
Subgrant recipients will comply with all provisions of all applicable acts, regulations and federal laws including, but not limited by enumeration to, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and part B of the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act, and all provisions of the Department of Education General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), 34 CFR, Parts 76, 77, 80, 81, 85, 97, 98, and 99.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

6.
Subgrant recipients will comply with all provisions of the Non-Regulatory Guidance—Public Charter Schools Program of the United States Department of Education http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/cspguidance03.pdf.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

7.
Subgrant recipients ensure that the charter school will receive funds through programs administered by the United States Department of Education under which funds are allocated on a formula basis. Each charter school will receive such funds for which it is eligible. 

	
	III. SIGNATURES
	

	WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, CERTIFY that the information provided in the application is true and correct to the best of our knowledge.

	Signature of District Administrator/Chartering Authority Official

(
	Date Signed

	Signature of Charter School Governing Board President
(
	Date Signed


	REQUIRED
	IV. CERTIFICATION AND ENTITLEMENT
	REQUIRED

	Agencies receiving funds under any of the grant programs must collect this certificate whenever they enter into a covered transaction with a grantee. (Refer to instructions for more information.)

Certification Regarding

Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion

Lower Tier Covered Transactions

	This certification is required by the regulations implementing Executive Order 12549, Debarment and Suspension, 34 CFR Part 85, Section 85.510, Participants' responsibilities. The regulations were published as Part VII of the May 26, 1988, Federal Register (pages 19160-19211). Copies of the regulations may be obtained by contacting the person to which this proposal is submitted.

1.
The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that neither it nor its principals are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any federal department or agency.

2.
Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal.

	LEA/Agency/Company Name

     

	Name and Title of Authorized Representative

     

	Signature

(
	Date


INSTRUCTIONS FOR CERTIFICATION

1.
By signing and submitting this proposal, the prospective lower tier participant is providing the certification set out below.

2.
The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was entered into. If it is later determined that the prospective lower tier participant knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or debarment.

3.
The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate written notice to the person to which this proposal is submitted if at any time the prospective lower tier participant learns that its certification was erroneous when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances.

4.
The terms "covered transaction,” "debarred," "suspended," "ineligible," "lower tier covered transaction," "participant," "person," "primary covered transaction,” "principal," "proposal," and "voluntarily excluded," as used in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions and coverage sections of rules implementing Executive Order 12549. You may contact the person to which this proposal is submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of those regulations.

5.
The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered into, it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, unless authorized by the department or agency with which this transaction originated.

6.
The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting this proposal that it will include the clause titled "Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion-Lower Tier Covered Transaction," without modification, in all lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered transactions.

7.
A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous. A participant may decide the method and frequency by which it determines the eligibility of its principals. Each participant may, but is not required to, check the Non-procurement List (202-786-0688).

8.
Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in order to render in good faith the certification required by this clause. The knowledge and information of a participant is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business dealings.

9.
Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 5 of these instructions, if a participant in a covered transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended, debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the federal government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or debarment.

	
	V. LOCAL PLAN FOR USE OF DISCRETIONARY FUNDS
Add as many pages as needed. 
Tab in last cell of table to add a new row. 
	


Local Plan: For each objective identified, develop a chronological list of critical benchmark activities for the first year. Please itemize budgeted amounts to extent possible. 

	
Measurable Outcomes
	
Activity
	Date To Be
Accomplished
	Person/Position Responsible
	Budgeted Amount 
Federal Charter Grant Funds

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
	VI. BUDGET SUMMARY
	

	Authorizer 

     
	Charter School Name

     
	Grant Period
	Project Number For DPI Use Only



	
	
	Begin

August 1, 2010
	End

July 31, 2011
	


	WUFAR Function
	WUFAR Object
	Amount Requested
	Change Requested

	Instruction (100 000 Series)
Activities dealing directly with the interaction between instructional staff and students.
	a.
Salaries (100s),substitute teachers only
	     
	     

	
	b.
Fringe Benefits (200s)
	     
	     

	
	c.
Purchased Services (300s)
	     
	     

	
	d.
Non-Capital Objects (400s) Supplies & Materials
	     
	     

	
	e.
Capital Objects (500s) equipment
	     
	     

	
	TOTAL Instruction
	0 FORMTEXT 

$0

	0 FORMTEXT 

$0


	Support Services—Pupil and Instructional Staff Services (in 210 000 and 220 000 Series)

Support services are those which facilitate and enhance instructional or other components of the grant. This category includes staff development and supervision.
	a.
Salaries (100s), extended contracts
	     
	     

	
	b.
Fringe Benefits (200s)
	     
	     

	
	c.
Purchased Services (300s)
	     
	     

	
	d.
Non-Capital Objects (400s) Supplies & Materials
	     
	     

	
	e.
Capital Objects (500s) equipment
	     
	     

	
	TOTAL Support Services—Pupil/Instructional Staff Services
	0 FORMTEXT 

$0

	0 FORMTEXT 

$0


	Support Services—Administration*
(Associated with functions in 230 000 series and above.)

Includes general; busi​ness; and central service administra​tion.
	a.
Purchased Services (300s)
	     
	     

	
	b.
Non-Capital Objects (400s) Supplies & Materials
	     
	     

	
	c.
Capital Objects (500s) equipment
	     
	     

	
	TOTAL Support Services—Administration
	0 FORMTEXT 

$0

	0 FORMTEXT 

$0


	TOTAL BUDGET
	 
	$0.00 FORMTEXT 

$0

	$0.00 FORMTEXT 

$0


	DPI Approval
DPI Reviewer Signature/Date
(
	


*Any administrative fees or expenses reserved from the sub-grant are prohibited unless agreed to by the chartering authority and the sub-grantee [Section 5204(f)(4)(B), NCLB Act 2001]. USDE staff has indicated that administrative expenses may not exceed 5 percent of the grant award. 

Grant recipients may make budget adjustments up to 10 percent higher or lower in any approved category; changes larger than 10 percent require DPI approval. 

Budget Revisions: Submit a copy of this page or PI-9600-B (see resources) with appropriate revisions included, with justification provided. Submit request at least 30 days prior to expenditure of grant monies. 

 Charter School Dissemination Grants

General Information for Applicants

The Wisconsin Public Charter Program complies with Public Law 107-110, Title V, Part B, Public Charter Schools, Subpart 1—Charter School Programs, SEC. 5204. ADMINISTRATION. The following describes the eligibility; the purpose and type of activities which may be supported through these dissemination grant funds.
(f)
USE OF FUNDS—
(6)
DISSEMINATION—

(A)
IN GENERAL—A charter school may apply for funds under this subpart, whether or not the charter school has applied for or received funds under this subpart for planning, program design, or implementation, to carry out the activities described in subparagraph (B) if the charter school has been in operation for at least three consecutive years and has demonstrated overall success, including—

(i) substantial progress in improving student academic achievement;

(ii) high levels of parent satisfaction; and

(iii) the management and leadership necessary to overcome initial start-up problems and establish a thriving, financially viable charter school.

(B)
ACTIVITIES—A charter school described in subparagraph (A) may use funds reserved under paragraph (1) to assist other schools in adapting the charter school's program (or certain aspects of the charter school's program), or to disseminate information about the charter school, through such activities as—

(i)
assisting other individuals with the planning and start-up of one or more new public schools, including charter schools, that are independent of the assisting charter school and the assisting charter school's developers, and that agree to be held to at least as high a level of accountability as the assisting charter school;

(ii)
developing partnerships with other public schools, including charter schools, designed to improve student academic achievement in each of the schools participating in the partnership;

(iii)
developing curriculum materials, assessments, and other materials that promote increased student achievement and are based on successful practices within the assisting charter school; and

(iv)
conducting evaluations and developing materials that document the successful practices of the assisting charter school and that are designed to improve student performance in other schools.

Grant Awards: Dissemination grants are awarded on a single grant basis for twenty-four months duration. Schools may apply for up to $125,000 for each twelve-month period. Proposals may be for a single charter school or a consortia of two or more charter schools which meet the criteria above. Proposals may be for one activity that will take the full twenty-four months to complete or for two separate activities, each of which will be completed in twelve months. 

Inasmuch as charter schools are intended to serve as “living laboratories” to try innovative approaches free of governmental regulation, it is appropriate that grant funds be made available to assist schools in disseminating the innovations that prove successful to other charter schools, other school districts, the general public and policymakers, and other places and persons that would find these products useful. Dissemination grants are not to be used in any way towards the operation of the charter school. Funds are to be used exclusively for the preparation and dissemination of a product or service.

Grant Review Process: Applications will be evaluated by an experienced external review panel who have no vested interest in the applications under consid​eration. The evaluation panel will submit funding recommendations to the state superintendent for final approval. If the funds requested exceed the funds available, amounts requested may be reduced. Schools making a proposal that is not selected for funding may resubmit it in a revised form or in a new proposal in subsequent rounds. Schools may, if they wish, submit more than one proposal in any round for an amount up to $125,000. Announcement of the charter school subgrant program will be made through statewide presentations and mailings to Wisconsin school districts and charter schools, organizations and agencies on the DPI express mailing list, and all interested persons, agencies, and organizations known to the DPI. 

 Completing the Application

1. Cover page instructions: Section I: Insert the general information required in boxes 1–25. 
In box 20, enter the primary instructional model being used. Select one from the following:

· Differentiated Instruction

· Core Knowledge
· Inquiry/Problem Based
· International Baccalaureate
· Language Immersion 

· Math/Science/Engineering

· Montessori

· On-line/Virtual

· Place Based Learning

· Project Based Learning

· Traditional
· Other 

2. Section II—Assurances 
· By checking assurance #2, the district or authorizer is assuring that a charter school application for opening a charter school has been presented to the district board of education or authorizer. The charter school developer has also provided adequate and timely notice to the authorizer that an application for federal charter school funds will be submitted. The district school board/authorizer has passed a resolution supporting the development and opening of a charter school. 

· By checking Assurance #3, applicants agree to submit a final grant report 60 days after the end of the final grant award period and agree to participate in any on-site monitoring by the DPI.
3. Developer: The term “developer” means an individual or group of individuals (including a public or private nonprofit organization), which may include school staff, parents, and other members of the local community who are working collaboratively to create a charter school. 

4. Format: Address the questions in the order in which they appear in the application and number your responses corresponding with numbers in the application. Be sure to review the reviewer benchmarks attached.

5. Length: Dissemination subgrant applications must not exceed 12 typed pages. Please number the pages you submit. This limit does not include pages 5-8 of the application. Do not use covers; do not add title pages; do not add enclosures; do not submit related materials. Your application will be evaluated only on the basis of the 12 or fewer typed pages submitted. No other written materials will be provided to the review panel. If additional information is needed, DPI will contact the district/authorizer.

6. Executive Summary: The first page of the application must be an “Executive Summary” which clearly and concisely provides a complete overview of the characteristics of the charter school. Please include grades served and curricular focus or theme of the charter school. The executive summary must be emailed to: julie.blaney@dpi.wi.gov as part of the application process.  
7. Cover: DPI’s Charter Schools Subgrant Application Form PI-9600-D must be used as the cover of your application. This form is not considered part of the 12 page maximum.

8. Font and Type: A minimum of an (11) eleven-point font must be used for the body of your application. If possible, Arial, Helvetica, or Times New Roman font should be used when preparing your application.

9. Copies: The original and five (5) copies of each application must be submitted to the DPI. DPI will not reproduce copies. Failure to include any of the required parts of the proposal may result in the proposal not being funded.

10. Digital Copy: Please email a copy of the entire application to: julie.blaney@dpi.wi.gov.

11. Charter Contract: Please submit two (2) copies of the signed charter contract between the authorizer and developer of the charter school.

Completing the Application (cont’d)

12. Cover: DPI’s Charter Schools Grant Application Form PI-9600-D must be used as the cover of your application. This form is not considered part of the 12 page maximum.

13. Font and Type: A minimum of an (11) eleven-point font must be used for the body of your application. If possible, Arial, Helvetica, or Times New Roman font should be used when preparing your application.

14. Copies: The original and five (5) copies of each application must be submitted to the DPI. DPI will not reproduce copies. Failure to include any of the required parts of the proposal may result in the proposal not being funded.

15. Digital Copy: Please email a copy of the entire application to: julie.blaney@dpi.wi.gov.
16. Charter Contract: Please submit two (2) copies of the signed charter contract between the authorizer and developer of the charter school.

Application Narrative

I.
Mission/Eligibility 

A. Briefly describe the existing charter school including the program offered and the students served. 

B. Describe start up challenges and how they were overcome.

C. Describe the extent to which the charter school takes advantage of the flexibility possible under Wisconsin’s charter school law and waivers from local school policies as identified in the charter contract. 

D. Please provide evidence of parent satisfaction and the methods used to obtain positive results.

E. Provide evidence of success/progress in improving student achievement, including positive outcomes for students with disabilities. Applicants are encouraged to submit data from multiple assessments that provide evidence of student academic improvement trends over time. At a minimum, schools must include student assessment scores from the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examinations (WKCE). If WKCE information is not available, please explain why it is not and include other assessment measures. The data provided must show substantial progress in improving student academic achievement.

F. Please provide necessary evidence that yours is a thriving, financially viable charter school.

II.
Proposed Work 

The purpose of these grants is to create and share a product or to provide a service that can be used by a variety of publics. Simply allowing visitors to tour charter school facilities or provision of a brief handout describing the school is not a dissemination product, and such proposals will not be funded. Grant applicants are encouraged to develop partnerships with other charter schools using a similar model that may also address professional development needs of the partnering charter schools.
This funding is intended to assist others in adopting the charter schools program or certain aspects of the program by using the product created or service provided. 

A.
Describe the following:

1.
How the dissemination plan will assist others with charter school planning and start up.

2.
The cadre of trained individuals able to assist others in the establishment of charter schools.

3.
Dissemination goals and measurable objectives.

B.
Describe a plan to disseminate your finished product or to provide a service to others. This includes specific activities to be undertaken or product to be developed and offered. Please include methods used to inform others of the availability of the product or service.

C.
Please provide a description of the product or service which addresses any of the following educational priorities: 

1. Serves children at risk as described in s.118.153 (1) (a), Wis. Stats.

2. Supports development of charter schools in geographic areas with one or more schools identified for improvement, that require corrective action, or restructuring under Title I, Part A of the ESEA.

3. Closes the achievement gap

4. Places an emphasis on building reading skills

5. Promotes early learning opportunities

6. Promotes educator quality

7. Promotes career or technology education

8. Encourages parent and community involvement

9. Provides effective pupil services special education and prevention programs to support learning

10. Providing 21st Century skill development.

D.
Please include an activity timeline for the dissemination process on Page 3 (V.), Local Plan and Use of Discretionary Funds.

E.
Describe how you will evaluate your plan to determine if dissemination goals and objectives were met.

Possible activities are shown below, but schools are encouraged to think creatively beyond these examples.

1. Assisting other individuals with the planning and start-up of one or more new public schools, including charter schools, that are independent of the assisting charter school and the assisting charter school’s developers, and that agree to be held to at least as high a level of accountability as the assisting charter school. Develop a cadre of trained people who are able to assist other individuals/groups/school boards in the establishment of charter schools or to provide training and support.
2. Developing partnerships with other public schools, including charter schools, designed to improve student performance in each of the schools participating in the partnership.

3. Developing curriculum materials, assessments and other materials that promote increased student achievement and are based on successful practices within the assisting charter school.

4. Conducting evaluations and developing materials that document the successful practices of the assisting charter school and that are designed to improve student performance in other schools.

Local Plan: Complete the Local Plan for Use of Discretionary Funds, Section V, page 3, of the application form. This section should align with the goals and measurable objectives and activities identified in the application narrative and should also be consistent with the Budget Summary in Section VI, page 4 of the application. 

Budget

1.
Please provide a budget narrative and grant budget for the first year only. The itemized budget must show the type, amount, and budget category of expenditures proposed and it should support the dissemination plan description.

2.
Please describe the method of control over expenditures and how the records of expenditures will be maintained. Please include the cost of multiple copies for free distribution in your budget.

3.
To ensure that federal funds go as far as possible, budgets proposed must adhere strictly to the federal “supplement not supplant” doctrine. These funds must supplement and not supplant local effort. Dissemination grant funds may not be used to assist in the operation of the charter school or to reimburse schools for work already completed. Funds are intended to increase the number and quality of Wisconsin charter schools and provide the resources to enable charter school staff to create, build, refine, finish, and distribute a product that is useful to others planning or starting a school or to assist existing charter schools to full capacity.

Budget Adjustments: Recipients may make budget adjustments after grant approval of up to 10 percent higher or lower in any approved category; changes larger than 10 percent require DPI approval. For budget change requests, please submit a signed copy of form PI-9600-B. 
Product: Schools receiving dissemination grant funds will be required to furnish to DPI a copy, demonstration model, or other evidence of a finished product along with the final claim form PI-1086 for expense reimbursement. The DPI reserves the right to display the product as appropriate. Applicants must clarify the extent to which the proposed budget provides for dissemination including multiple copies for free distribution of the finished product.

Allowable Activities: Allowable activities include all of the following, although it is understood that these are just examples and applicants may and will propose many others.

1.
Extended contract time for staff involved in the project including summer work time.

2.
Printing, copying, graphics production, art work, materials, supplies, etc.
3.
Equipment, if it is a one-time purchase, without which the product cannot be created.

4.
Payment of consultants to support the work that is directly related to the dissemination project. Consultant expenses may not exceed 50% of the total grant.
5.
Out-of-pocket expenses related specifically to work involved in the creation and preparation of the proposed product.
6.
Payment of reasonable and necessary mileage, meals, lodging, and other expenses for persons engaged in providing technical assistance to individuals/planning groups/districts interested in estab​lishing a charter school.

	[image: image3.png]



	Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
Dissemination Sub-grant Application
Reviewer Benchmarks
9600-D Benchmarks(Rev. 1-10)

	School District/Chartering Authority Name

     
	Charter School Name If Provided

     

	
	Ratings

	Criteria
	Complete
	Incomplete

	General Information

	Demographic information completed
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Assurances completed
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Signatures provided
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Certification and entitlement signature provided
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Executive summary provides overview and characteristics of school
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Contract is provided
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Criteria
	Strong
	Average
	Weak

	I.
Mission/Eligibility


The following required items are addressed:

	A.
Describes the existing charter school including program offered and students served.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	B.
Describes start up challenges and how they were overcome.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	C.
Describes charter school flexibility offered under Wisconsin’s Charter School Law including waivers from Local School Board policies.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	D.
Describes evaluation methods used to determine parental satisfaction and results.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	E.
Provides evidence of student achievement or progress made.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	E.
Includes WKCE scores or an explanation if not included. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	E.
Provides evidence of or addresses success in serving students with disabilities. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	F.
Provides evidence of being a thriving, financially viable charter school.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Mission/Eligibility Section Rating
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	     
	     


	II.
Proposed Work 


Grantee provides a description of the dissemination plan.

	Criteria
	Strong
	Average
	Weak

	A. 1.
Describe how the dissemination plan will assist others with charter school planning and start up.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	A. 2.
Describes the cadre of trained individuals able to assist others in the establishment of charter schools.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	A. 3.
Identifies dissemination goals and measurable objectives.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	A. 4.
Describes how the plan will benefit student achievement. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Ratings

	 Criteria
	Strong
	Average
	Weak

	II.
Proposed Work (cont.)

	B.
Describes plan to disseminate finished product or service. Includes methods used to inform others of the availability of the product or service.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	C.
Provides a description of a product or service which addresses any of the following educational priorities:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Serves children at risk as described in s.118.153 (1) (a), Wis. Stats.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Develops a charter school in a geographic area where one or more schools are identified for improvement

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Closes the achievement gap

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Places an emphasis on building reading skills

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Promotes early learning opportunities

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Promotes educator quality

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Promotes career or technology education

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Encourages parent and community involvement

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Provides effective pupil services, special education and prevention programs to support learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Provides 21st Century skill development
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	D.
Includes an activity timeline for dissemination process.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	E.
Includes an evaluation component to determine if dissemination goals and measurable objectives are met.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Proposed Work Section Rating
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	     
	     


	III.
Budget 


Concise description of how money will be spent during dissemination process.

	Completed Local Plan form (Section V) lists activities and objectives
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	1a.
Includes a subgrant budget for first year only that supports dissemination plan description.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	1b.
Provides a budget narrative. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2a.
Method by which control over expenditure and how the records of expenditures will be maintained is included.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2b.
Clarifies how budget provides multiple copies for free distribution.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3.
Funds supplements, does not supplant local efforts.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Includes allowable expenditures only: 

· Extended contract time for staff.

· Printing, copying, graphics production, art work, supplies.

· One-time purchase of equipment associated with production.

· Consultation fees for work directly related to dissemination project.

· Other reasonable expenses associated with dissemination.

· Mileage, meals, lodging associated with provision of technical assis​tance to planning groups/districts/individuals interested in establishing a charter school. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Budget Section Rating 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	     
	     


	Overall Grant Rating
	Strong
	Average
	Weak

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Recommendation for Dissemination Grant:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fund
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fund with revisions
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No funding


	Reviewer Comments
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	 Federal Charter School Program Requirements


In order to be eligible for federal charter school grant funds, a charter school must meet the federal definition of a charter school.

	NCLB, Title V, Part B, Subpart 1, Sec. 5210. DEFINITIONS 
	Present
	Absent

	Criteria
	
	

	
1.
In accordance with s. 118.40 Wis. Stats., authorizing the granting of charters to schools, is exempt from significant state or local rules that inhibit the flexible operation and management of public schools, but not from any rules relating to the other requirements below.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
2.
 Is created by a developer as a public school, or is adapted by a developer from an existing public school, and is operated under public supervision and direction.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
3.
Operates in pursuit of a specific set of educational objectives determined by the school's developer and agreed to by the authorized public chartering agency.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
4.
Provides a program of elementary or secondary education, or both.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
5.
Is nonsectarian in its programs, admissions policies, employment practices, and all other operations, and is not affiliated with a sectarian school or religious institution.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
6.
Does not charge tuition.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
7.
Complies with the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
8.
Is a school to which parents choose to send their children, and that admits students on the basis of a lottery, if more students apply for admission than can be accommodated.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
9.
Agrees to comply with the same Federal and State audit requirements as do other elementary schools and secondary schools in the State, unless such requirements are specifically waived by state statutes or rules.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
10.
Meets all applicable federal, state, and local health and safety requirements.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
11.
Operates in accordance with State law.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
12.
Has a written performance contract with the authorized public chartering agency in the State that includes a description of how student performance will be measured in charter schools pursuant to state assessments that are required of other schools and pursuant to any other assessments mutually agreeable to the authorized public chartering agency and the charter school.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
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	Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Charter School Contract Reviewer Benchmarks


	School District/Chartering Authority Name 

     
	Charter School Name 
     

	General Information
	Rating

	
	Present
	Absent

	Indicates name of the person seeking to establish the charter school.§118.40(1m)(b)1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Indicates name of the person who will be in charge of the charter school. §118.40(1m)(b)2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Describes the manner in which administrative services will be provided. §118.40(1m)(b)2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Identifies the status of the school as a non-instrumentality or instrumentality of the school district. §118.40(7)(a)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Charter School Program Description

Well organized description of school.
	Present
	Absent

	Describes the charter school educational program offered and students served. §118.40(1m)(b)3
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Describes the method used to enable pupils to attain educational goals under Wisconsin Statutes 118.01. §118.40(1m)(b)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Describes the method by which evidence of student achievement or progress in attaining academic skills and knowledge will be measured. §118.40(1m)(b)5
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Governance/Structure 
	Present
	Absent

	Describes how the school will be governed, including method to be followed to ensure parental involvement. §118.40(1m)(b)6
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Includes methods employed to review qualifications that must be met by individuals employed by the school, assuring that every teacher, supervisor, administrator or professional staff member holds a certificate, permit or license issued by the department before entering duties for such a position [Wisconsin Statutes 118.19(10 and 121.02(1)(a)2.] §118.40(1m)(b)7
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Provides procedures by which the school will follow to ensure the health and safety of the pupils. §118.40(1m)(b)8
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Provides the procedures used to achieve a racial and ethnic balance among its pupils that is reflective of the school district population. §118.40(1m)(b)9
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Provides the requirements for admission to the school. §118.40(1m)(b)10 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Describes procedures school will follow if more students apply for admission than can be admitted, including a lottery process. 
§5210(1)(h) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Governance/Structure 
	Present
	Absent

	Describes the level of autonomy afforded the charter school relative to policy and budget development, staffing and evaluation. §5210(1)(a) of the ESEA 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Criteria 
	Present
	Absent

	Describes the procedures by which students will be disciplined. §118.40(1m)(b)12
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Identifies the public school alternatives for pupils who reside in the school district and do not wish to attend or are not admitted to the charter school. §118.40(1m)(b)13
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Indicates how the program and attendance at the charter school is voluntary. §118.40(6)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Clearly states that the charter school does not charge tuition. §118.40(4)(b)1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Financial/Operational Criteria
	Present
	Absent

	Describes the manner in which annual audits of the financial and programmatic operations of the school will be performed. §118.40(1m)(b)1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Provides a description of the facilities and the types and limits of the liability insurance that the school will carry. §118.40(1m)(b)14
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Describes the effects of the establishment of the charter school on the liability of the school district and the effect of the establishment of the charter school on the liability of the contracting entity. §118.40(1m)(b)15
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	The contract specifies the amount to be paid to the charter school each year of the contract. §118.40(3)(b)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Contract addresses how the school district will allocate federal funding for which the charter school is eligible. §5203(b)(2) of the ESEA
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Describes a program which is nonsectarian in its practices, programs, admission policies, employment practices and all other operations. §118.40(4)(a)2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Includes a nondiscrimination clause stating the charter school will not deny admission or participation in any program or activity on the basis of a person’s sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry, pregnancy, martial or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability. §118.40(4)(b)2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Addresses the procedures or reasons by which either party may withdraw or revoke the contract. §118.40(5) 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Describes or identifies any waivers of school district policy agreed to by the authorizer and the operator of the charter school. §5210(1)A of the ESEA
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Specifies any administrative fee paid to the authorizer and agreed to by the authorizer and the operator of the charter school. §5204(f)(4)(B) of the ESEA
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other
	Present
	Absent

	The length of the contract is specified, not to exceed five years. §118.40(3)(b)  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	The contract is dated and signatures of the authorizer and the operator of the charter school are provided. §118.40(3)(a)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Describes the effect of the establishment of the charter school on the liability of the authorizer where the authorizer is not a school district.  §118.40(2r)(b)2  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If the charter school replaces a public school in whole or part, describes how it will give preference in admission to any pupil who resides in the attendance area or the former attendance area of that public school. §118.40(4)(a)1 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	By September 1, 2004, operators of high school grades describe policy specifying criteria for granting high school diploma. §118.33(1)(f)2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Describes manner of transportation, if provided, to and from the charter school. (Note—school districts are not required to provide transportation to charter schools.)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



iv
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