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MINUTES OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT'S

COUNCIL ON SPECIAL EDUCATION
Business Meeting #291
November 14, 2011
Madison Marriott West
Madison, Wisconsin

The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Jenny Stonemeier.  

1. Attendance

a. Council on Special Education Members: Julie Balocca, Kathryn Charland, Nicola Ciurro, Chris Eplett, Michael Greco, Monica Lopez, Casey O’Keefe, John Peterson, Lori Pettibone, Diane Slivka, Jenny Stonemeier, Cheri Sylla, Laura Weaver, Claudia Weaver Henderickson
b. Liaison members: Stephanie Petska, Courtney Reed Jenkins

c. Invited guests: Anita Castro (DPI), Troy Couillard (DPI), Kenneth Donahue (DPI)
d. Public attendance: None

2. Public appearances: None
3. Meeting minutes

a. Minutes from Meeting #290 were approved by the Council.

4. Correspondence/Chairperson’s report: None.
5. Council member reports: None.
6. Information Update Bulletins, IDEA complaints and due process hearing decisions

a.  6 IDEA complaint decisions and 1 due process hearing decision were shared with the Council.
7.  Items (S. Petska)
a. Maintenance of Effort.  IDEA prohibits a state from reducing the amount of state financial support for special education and related services below the amount of that support for the preceding fiscal year.   DPI used an acceptable methodology (per pupil spending) to determine state-level maintenance of effort, and this year’s state-level spending exceeded last year’s spending.
b. American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds.  The deadline for encumbering federal ARRA funds has passed, and at least 99% of ARRA funds were encumbered.
c. Seclusion/restraint. DPI is prepared to introduce legislation based on stakeholder input, guidance from federal government, and other state experiences. 
d. Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) – Waiver.  DPI will not move forward with a November 14 ESEA waiver request and so will not be posting anything for review.  We want to submit a quality waiver that will work for Wisconsin’s students, parents, educators, and citizens.  Given an initial deadline that was far too short, we will submit a waiver that is right for Wisconsin at the next opportunity, probably in February.  
8. Special Reports
a. Overview of the State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (handouts) 
9. Council motions: None.
10. Old business: None.
11. New business
a. Election of Officers.  Council elected John Peterson as Chair and Jenny Stonemeier as Vice-Chair for SY 2011-12.
b. SY 2011-12 Meeting Schedule
c. Membership List
12. Announcements/Adjournment

a. The Council’s next meeting will be held January 6, 2012, from 10:00 – 3:30 at the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Room 041 (125 S. Webster Street, Madison; 608/266-1781).
b. The meeting was adjourned.
13. Materials
a. Membership Listing for the Wisconsin Council on Special Education, 2011-2012
b. Annual Performance Report Summary (2009-2010)

c. State Performance Plan: 2009-2010 Summary

d. Agenda for Business Meeting #291

e. Minutes for Business Meeting #290

f. 2011-12 Meeting Schedule

g. Serving on Groups that Make Decisions: A Guide for Families

h. Council on Special Education Orientation

i. Frequently Used Education Acronyms/Terms in Special Education

j. Accommodations Guide for Students with Disabilities 2011-12

k. State Advisory Panel on Special Education (Materials downloaded from stateadvisorypanel.org)
l. Communication Options for Families

m. 2011-12 Council Membership Listing
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