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Adolescent Sexual Risk Behavior Prevention Needs and Assets Assessment: 

What Is Needs and Assets Assessment and What Are the Key Data Sources? 

INTRODUCTION

Needs and assets assessment can be defined as the process of collecting and assessing data that describe the nature and magnitude of both a community’s needs, as well as its resources or assets (e.g., financial, organizational, intellectual, institutional, and human), in order to facilitate program planning.  

The information collected through needs and assets assessment should describe: 

(1) the extent, magnitude, and scope of the problem in the community;

(2) current efforts to address the problem;

(3) gaps in existing services; 

(4) local residents’ perceptions of the problem, what causes it, and how it might be prevented; and

(5) current (science-based) knowledge about “what works” to prevent youths’ sexual risk-taking, pregnancy, and STD/HIV infection.

Needs and assets assessment is an important first step in your program planning process, because it will point toward appropriate (that is, relevant and realistic) goals and objectives for your programming efforts.  In addition, depending on the methods used, it can help to inform and interest community members in your prevention or intervention program.  It can also provide baseline (pre-program) data that can be used to evaluate your program’s progress later on.  Finally, needs and assets data are extremely useful as you develop funding proposals and seek to justify to funders why you need the resources that you are requesting.

SOURCES OF DATA

I. Data that are already available

· Census data

· City, county, and state vital statistics

· Survey data on community-wide youth behaviors and experiences (e.g., Youth Risk Behavior Survey)

· Research studies (reports or journal articles) on the prevalence, antecedents and consequences of youth sexual risk-taking, pregnancy, and STD/HIV prevention nationwide
· Research articles describing science-based best practices in preventing youth sexual risk-taking behavior, pregnancy, and STD/HIV infection nationwide
II. Additional data and information that may already be available

· Local needs assessment reports produced by other organizations in your community (e.g., non-profits, government agencies, universities, foundations, private research organizations, or practitioner networks).

· Research studies (reports or journal articles) on the prevalence, antecedents and consequences of youth sexual risk-taking, pregnancy, and STD/HIV prevention in your local community
· Evaluation reports on youth-focused interventions that have been conducted locally

III. New Data Sources that You May Wish to Tap (with Suggested Methods for Data Collection)

· Opinions of key informants or experts from local public and private youth-serving organizations (key informant interviews, focus groups, surveys community forum events)

· Opinions of parents or families of adolescents (focus groups, surveys, community forum events)

· Opinions of youth (focus groups, surveys, community forum events)
� The information in this sheet is adapted from: Card, J.J., Brindis, C., Peterson, J.L., & Niego, S. (2001). Guidebook: Evaluating Teen Pregnancy Prevention Programs, 2nd ed., Chapter 4. Los Altos, CA: Sociometrics Corporation. 






