Wisconsin Online Youth Risk Behavior Survey

Reference Chart for Sampling Options
	Method of Surveying
	Group of Students Involved 
	Approximate # of Students to be Surveyed*
	Results are representative of…
	Resources Needed

	Middle or High School Student Population of 2,000 or Over

	Census:  District or School
	All students in grades 6-8 and/or 
9-12
	100% of all middle and/or high school students
	All middle and/or high school students
	· Capacity for data analysis

	Random Sample:  District or School 
	Randomly selected sub-group of students in grades 6-8 and/or 9-12 
	· 1,000 for a population of 2,000-4,000 students

· 1,200 for a population of 5,000-7,000 students

· 1,300 for a population of 8,000-10,000 students
	All middle and/or high school students
	· Specialist for selecting the sample

· Data analysis

	Targeted Census
	All students in a specific school, grade or class
	100% of students in a specific school, grade or class
	School, grade or class of students who are  surveyed only (cannot be generalized to other schools or the entire district)
	· Capacity for data analysis

	Convenience Sample
	Non-randomly selected sub-group of students; any school, grade or class
	Determined by the school or district
	Students who are surveyed only (cannot be generalized beyond students who took the survey)
	· Capacity for data analysis


	Method of Surveying
	Group of Students Involved 
	Approximate # of Students to be Surveyed*
	Results are representative of…
	Resources Needed

	Middle or High School Student Population of Less Than 2,000

	Census:  District or School
	All students in grades 6-8 and/or 
9-12
	100% of all middle and/or high school students
	All middle and/or high school students
	· Capacity for data analysis

	Random Sample:  District or School 
	Randomly selected sub-group of students in grades 6-8 and/or 9-12 
	· 600 for a population of 750-1,999 students

· 400 for a population of 500-749 students

· 350 for a population of under 500 students
	All middle and/or high school students
	· Specialist for selecting the sample

· Data analysis

	Targeted Census
	All students in a specific school, grade or class
	100% of students in a specific school, grade or class
	School, grade or class of students who are surveyed only (cannot be generalized to other schools or the entire district)
	· Capacity for data analysis

	Convenience Sample
	Non-randomly selected sub-group of students; any school, grade or class
	Determined by the school or district
	Students who are surveyed only (cannot be generalized beyond students who took the survey)
	· Capacity for data analysis


*This column lists only approximate numbers of students that should be surveyed.  The number of students in the sample should be calculated by a sampling expert and based on the exact number of students in the population.  
Further technical assistance documents are available online at dpi.wi.gov/sspw/oyrbsindex.html and questions can be sent to wionlineyrbs@dpi.state.wi.us.

