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INSTRUCTION




	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent



Date:
September 2011
To:
Wisconsin Public School Administrators
From:
Julie Brilli, Director

Teacher Education, Professional Development and Licensing

Subject:
 2011-2012 Mentoring Grant for Initial Educators

School districts, agencies and private schools are eligible for the 2011-2012 Mentoring Grant for Initial Educators.  Funds may be used to support qualified mentors and for ongoing orientation and support seminars for educators who hold an initial educator license and are currently employed.  Under s.115.405 (2m) (b), Wis. Stats., funding is determined by “the amount that the employer is spending to provide support for the initial educator, but not more than $375 per initial educator.” 
When determining who is eligible for the grant, consider the following: 

· Initial educators in their first year of employment during the 2010-2011 school year may now be eligible for funding as second year initial educators in 2011-2012 as funds allow (state funds for this program have been cut by 1%).  
· This is also true if hiring an initial educator who was employed for the first time in 2010-2011 in another school district/private school/agency.  
· If districts share an itinerant/traveling teacher, only one school can claim mentoring funds for the initial educator.  
The Mentoring Grant for Initial Educators application form and “Information for Applicants” are available at http://dpi.wi.gov/tepdl/grants.html.  The application form must be completed according to the directions in “Information for Applicants” and returned to the department by November 4, 2011.  Forms not filled out properly will be returned.  Please mail the signed form and names to Mary Benzine, education specialist, Department of Public Instruction, 125 South Webster St., P.O. Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707 or FAX to 608-267-2920.  If you have questions, you may contact Mary at  mary.benzine@dpi.wi.gov or by phone at 608-266-0954.
Grant payment for First Year Initial Educators will be directly disbursed to the fiscal agent business office by May 2012.  Funds for Second Year Initial Educators will be prorated according to the amount of grant monies that remain.  These funds will be directly disbursed to the fiscal agent business office.  
Thank you for your continuing support of the Chapter PI 34 Quality Educator Initiative.  Strong initial educator support systems are crucial in ensuring that all of our children have quality teachers in every classroom and strong support from pupil services and administrators in every school.
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