


Library Acronyms, Initialisms, Abbreviations, & Other Special Terms  

Librarians seem to love using acronyms and other types of special jargon.  This list will help library directors in decoding some of these special terms. 

Local Library 
· Acquisitions: The process of acquiring the library materials that make up the library’s collection. 
· Automation: Use of a computer system for such tasks as circulation, cataloging, acquisitions, and interlibrary loans.  
· Bequest: Money or property given by will. In Wisconsin a library board can keep custody of bequests to the library. 
· Cataloging: The process of describing an item in the collection and assigning it a classification (call) number. 
· Capital Funds: Funds for acquisition of or additions to fixed assets, such as building sites, new building and building additions, new equipment, initial book stock, furnishings for new or expanded buildings, and new vehicles. This excludes replacement and repair of existing furnishings and equipment, regular purchase of library materials, and investments for capital appreciation.
· Circulation: The act of loaning materials from the library’s collection for use outside the library. This includes physical and electronic checkouts and renewals.
· ER: A generic term referring to Electronic Resources. Any online database, learning platforms, or digital material distribution platforms can be referred to broadly as ER. 
· Hoopla: A vendor service purchased by the local library providing electronic books, audiobooks, music, movies and television to patrons.  
· ILL (I-L-L): Short for Interlibrary Loan. The option for a library to request items from other non-system libraries on behalf of patrons. 
· ILS  (I-L-S) :  Short for Integrated Library System.  An ILS is an automated library catalog/circulation system.  
· ISBN (I-S-B-N): International Standard Book Number, which is the unique numerical code assigned to each published book. Not to be confused with a library call number, which is the alphanumeric code assigned by libraries to aid in the funding of library materials within the building. 
· Libby: The app name for the company Overdrive. Providing electronic books and audiobooks to patrons on behalf of the library
· The network: Short for wide area network or WAN, which connects computers in separate buildings (such a separate library across a region). 
· Nonresident/Rural Resident: A library user who lives outside the library’s legal service jurisdiction, that is, the governmental unit(s) establishing the public library. 
· OneDrive: A cloud-based option for staff to back up and share documents. Tied to Microsoft account.
· OPAC (o-pack): Online Public Access Catalog, a computer-based library catalog. 
· Overdrive: A vendor service providing electronic books and audiobooks. All patrons in Wisconsin have access to Overdrive through WPLC. Patrons can utilize Overdrive through the Libby app. Titles purchased by the system or local library that are exclusively available to local patrons are in the Advantage Account: 
· Policy: A set of rules and guidelines that outlines how a library operates, including its mission, services, and user conduct, ensuring equitable access and a positive environment for all. Policies are approved by the library board 
· Procedure: A set of documented steps that libraries follow to ensure consistent decision-making, maintain quality standards, and provide guidance to staff and patrons. Procedures are maintained by library staff. 
· Resource Library: The largest library (usually) in a library system providing specific services to other system libraries as dictated by Chapter 43. 
· SharePoint: A cloud-based software for shared file management between collaborative Teams. 
· SLP/SPR: Short for Summer Library Program, Summer Learning Program or Summer Reading Program, an umbrella term for youth, and sometimes adult, activities and programs that a public library carries out during the summer. 
· State Aid: While local libraries are primarily funded by their municipalities and counties, library systems are funding through the state biennial budget. This funding is often referred simply as State Aid. 
· Teams: A Microsoft product that offers access to OneDrive and SharePoint and facilitates live texting, voice, or video conversations. 
· Trustee: An individual serving on the library board. Sometimes just called board members. 

Wisconsin and National
· Act 150: The requirement by law for counties to reimburse libraries within their borders for servers provided to nonresidents or rural residents. The reimbursement is calculated using a formula that includes cost per circ. https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/funding-budgets/county-funding 
· Act 420: Modeled on the schedules and requirements of Act 150, this requires counties to reimbursed libraries that lay in adjacent counties if county nonresidents use those libraries. Counties pay libraries in adjacent counties 70% of their total cost per circ. 
· ALA (A-L-A): American Library Association, the national professional library organization. https://www.ala.org/ 
· BadgerLink: Wisconsin’s online library, providing access to newspapers, magazines, and other resources.   http://www.badgerlink.net/
· BadgerNet: The state's high-speed telecommunication network. It uses TEACH funding to subsidize the cost of network. https://det.wi.gov/Pages/BadgerNet.aspx 
· CCBC   (C-C-B-C):   The Cooperative Children’s Book Center, housed on the UW-Madison Campus, collects and reviews children’s books.  They are also a statewide resource for libraries whose books have been challenged.    https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/  
· Chapter 43: The chapter of the Wisconsin Statutes governing the establishment and operation of public libraries and library systems. https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/43 
· CIPA: Children’s Internet Protection Act. To receive E-rate discounts and some LSTA grant funding, library authorities must certify that they are enforcing a policy of internet safety, which includes filtering on all library computers. https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/childrens-internet-protection-act 
· CLC (C-L-C): City Library Collective, a non-government networking and sharing community made up of representation from mid-sized libraries. Facilitated by WiLS. 
· Cost Per Circ: The calculation is arrived at by taking a library’s total expenditures for a given year and dividing it by their circulation for that same year. This dollar amount, cost per circ, serves as a proxy to represent the cost of library use. Cost per circ is multiplied by the number of rural resident circs for county reimbursement. 
· CSLP: Collaborative Summer Library Program. A nonprofit, charitable organization that supports literacy, education and science through summer reading events in public libraries across the United States. The website includes programming resources and ideas, along with merchandize to purchase that fits with the annual theme. https://www.cslpreads.org/ 
· COLAND  (co-land):  Council on Library and Network Development.  COLAND is a board appointed by the Governor charged with advising the Governor on library issues.  http://coland.dpi.wi.gov/  
· COSLA (coz-la): Chief Officers of State Library Agencies, an independent organization of the chief officers of state and territorial agencies designated as the state library administrative agency and responsible for statewide library development.  https://www.cosla.org/ 
· DPI  (D-P-I):  The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction.  The DPI is charged with the oversight of education and public libraries.
· DLT (D-L-T)/The Division: Division for Libraries and Technology, sub-agency of the DPI. 
· Library Services Team (aka The DPI):  The Library Services Teams is a sub-agency of DLT and the DPI and is charged with overseeing library systems and promoting and assisting public libraries.  This team compiles libraries’ annual reports and coordinates the LSTA program.   https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries 
· E-Rate: A federal program which provides subsidies to schools and libraries for telecommunication access and service. The fund for the program is from assessments made to telephone companies. https://www.usac.org/e-rate/ 
· IMLS  (I-M-L-S):  The Institute of Museum and Library Services.  IMLS runs a Grants to State program which directly funds services and staff of the Library Services Teams and provides the funding for LSTA grants, and compiles library statistics.   http://www.imls.gov/  
· LDI (L-D-I): The Leadership Development Institute, a program run by WLA to encourage and train up new librarian leaders. 
· LD&L  (L-D-and-L):  The Wisconsin Library Association’s Library Development and Legislative Committee.  Made up of librarians and supporters from around the state, this group coordinates library legislative strategy and advocacy. https://www.wisconsinlibraries.org/library-development-legislation 
· LOC: Library of Congress, the national library for the United States. https://www.loc.gov/ 
· LSTA  (L-S-T-A):  The Library Services and Technology Act.  LSTA is a federal grant program for libraries.  http://pld.dpi.wi.gov/pld_lsta  
· MLS (also MLIS)   (M-L-S).  Master’s degree in library science.
· OCLC  (O-C-L-C) (Online Computer Library Center, Inc.):   A nonprofit, membership, computer library service and research organization.  One of its services is WorldCat http://www.worldcat.org/, a catalog that lists the collections of over 72,000 libraries around the world.   
· PLA  (P-L-A):  The Public Library Association, a division of the American Library Association.  PLA sponsors a biennial national convention for public library staff and trustees.   http://www.ala.org/pla/  
· PLSR   (P-L-S-R):  The 2015 – 2018 Public Library System Redesign Project is a community-based project to consider how to best provide public library system services in Wisconsin.  It is the first comprehensive look at library systems in Wisconsin since the system law was first enacted.  http://www.plsr.info/ 
· Recollection Wisconsin: An online database of digital resources, maintain through a collaboration between Wisconsin libraries, archives, museums, and historical societies. Administered by WiLS. https://recollectionwisconsin.org/ 
· SCLS (S-C-L-S): The largest library system in state, South Central Library System, manages the state-wide delivery of ILL materials. https://www.scls.info/scls-delivery-news-information 
· SIG (sig): Special Interest Group. An informal vehicle for WLA members to share ideas surrounding a particular area of interest. Some current sigs include: Inclusive Services, Sustainability, and Genealogy and Local History. https://www.wisconsinlibraries.org/sigs   
· SRLAAW  (sir-law):  The System and Resource Library Administrators’ Association of Wisconsin.  SRLAAW discusses statewide library issues and coordinates library initiatives statewide.   http://www.srlaaw.org/ 
· TEACH  (teach):   Technology for Educational Achievement in Wisconsin.  A state telecommunication access program to provide discounted internet access to schools and libraries. It is funded by state and federal funds using the E-RATE program.
· United for Libraries:  The Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends, and Foundations (ALTAFF) is a division of the American Library Association.  http://www.ala.org/united/  
· WLA  (W-L-A):  The Wisconsin Library Association is an association for librarians and library supporters.  WLA lobbies for libraries on the state level.  The annual WLA conference is in late October or early November.  http://wla.wisconsinlibraries.org/ 
· WAPL  (wa-pul):  The Wisconsin Association of Public Libraries is a subdivision of WLA that focuses on public libraries.  The annual WAPL conference is in late April or early May.  http://wla.wisconsinlibraries.org/wapl 
· WiLS  (wills):  Wisconsin Library Services is a nonprofit organization that provides services to libraries and library systems.   http://www.wils.org/ 
· WISL (whistle): The Wisconsin Small Libraries section of the WLA
· WLTF  (W-L-T-F):  Wisconsin Library Trustees & Friends, a division of the Wisconsin Library Association.  Its mission is to foster improved abilities on the part of library trustees, Friends & advocates, in order to create better libraries and library services in Wisconsin.
· WISCAT (wis-cat):  A statewide library catalog that containing records from more than 500 libraries around the state.    http://wiscat.net/  
· WorldCat:  a catalog that lists the collections of over 72,000 libraries around the world, helping library users locate and borrow the information they need.  http://www.worldcat.org/
· WorldShare:  the site of WorldCat that specific aids in the requesting of ILL materials. Most Wisconsin libraries use a state-based catalog for ILL requests – WISCAT, instead of WorldShare.  https://www.oclc.org/en/worldshare.html 
· WPLC  (W-P-L-C):  The Wisconsin Public Library Consortium is composed of the 15 library systems in Wisconsin.  The WPLC coordinates statewide projects for libraries.  Overdrive is a service of WPLC.  http://www.wplc.info/  
· WTBBL (W-T-B-B-L): Wisconsin Talking Book & Braille Library provides audiobooks and Brailled materials to patrons, who cannot read or use regular print materials as a result of temporary or permanent visual or physical limitations. https://dpi.wi.gov/talkingbooks 




