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Using This Document 

This document explains how scores are calculated for Wisconsin’s school and district report cards. It 

covers  the three school-level report cards: 

●​ Public schools  

●​ Private schools - Choice students 

●​ Private schools - All students  

These calculations also apply to district report cards, with any differences noted.  

Public report cards are available on the Department of Public Instruction’s (DPI) website: 

http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/report-cards.  

 

Secure (unredacted) report cards are available to authorized users in SAFE, the Secure Access File 

Exchange: http://dpi.wi.gov/wisedash/districts/safe.  

This document connects report card data to overall scores and ratings. 

You can approximate a school’s overall and priority area scores using report card data and this 

document. Scores calculated with this document may not exactly match a school’s score due to rounding, 

both in the calculation itself and in the display of values on the report card.  

For further information on interpreting school and district report cards, please visit: 

http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/resources. 
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Introduction 
This technical guide explains how scores are calculated for  the 2024-25 school and district report cards 
produced by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI). It helps users with understanding 
and reproducing report card scores. Report cards and related resources are available  on the Report 
Cards Home page. 

This guide includes explanations and walkthrough examples for each of the four report card priority 
areas: Achievement, Growth, Target Group Outcomes (TGO), and On-Track to Graduation. It also 
clarifies differences between district, public school, and private school report cards. The report cards are 
designed to reflect the performance of schools and districts regardless of type—public, charter, or 
private.  

Schools in the Private School Choice Programs receive a Private School – Choice Students report cards 
based only on students attending under the Choice program. These schools may also opt in to receive a 
Private School – All Students Report Card that scores all students in the school (both those attending 
under the Choice program and private-paying students).  

Building the Overall Score  
Wisconsin’s school accountability system uses multiple components across four priority areas to build a 
0 to 100 point score for each school.  

The overall score is a weighted average of scores for each of four priority areas: Achievement, Growth, 
Target Group Outcomes, and On-Track to Graduation.  

Like the overall score, each of the priority areas are scored on a scale from 0 to 100.  

Please note: Because Wisconsin schools vary in size, grade level, and student population, not all of the 
priority areas apply in the same way to every school. As a result, calculating the overall score involves 
more than simply averaging the priority area scores. The following pages detail the specific steps used in 
this calculation 

Background 

DPI bases the process of calculating a school’s overall score on two important principles: 

1.​ We want to calculate report card scores for as many schools and districts as reasonably 
possible using multiple measures of student performance.  Report cards are statutorily 
required to include multiple measures of student performance including pupil achievement 
(Achievement); growth in pupil achievement (Growth); gap closure in pupil achievement and 
rates of graduation when available (Target Group Outcomes) and rates of attendance or of high 
school graduation (On-Track to Graduation).  Additionally, report cards are used by schools, 
districts, educators, parents, communities and the public to identify areas of strength and 
improvement for their schools and districts so having scored report cards for as many schools 
and districts as reasonably possible is beneficial. 

2.​ We cannot require every priority area score or priority area component score be scored or 
given equal weight for every school that receives a scored report card. First, variable weighting 
of Achievement and Growth based on the percentage of economically disadvantaged students a 
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district or school has is required by statute. Additionally, every component of the report cards 
requires at least 20 students with data to calculate a score and some schools do not have enough 
students to calculate scores for some priority areas. 

3.​ A school should not be advantaged or disadvantaged by the presence or lack of a priority area 
or component. Schools with different priority area or component weights still need to have 
standardized overall scores as report cards have one, single rating system for all schools and 
districts.  

In order to mitigate this kind of bias, the overall score is calculated by applying the following rules:1  

1.​ The scales of Achievement and Target Group Outcomes scores are aligned with the scale of 
Growth scores. Achievement, Growth, and TGO priority areas must have similar scoring 
distributions. Otherwise, the presence or absence of a priority area could impact how these 
schools are scored.  
 

2.​ The Target Group Outcomes priority area score requires a Target Group Achievement, Target 
Group Growth, and Target Group Attendance/Graduation Score. The priority area may also 
include Target Group Chronic Absenteeism. For the method of generating the Target Group 
Outcomes priority area score, please refer to the calculation section. 
 

3.​ The graduation/attendance and chronic absenteeism (when present) components within the 
On-Track to Graduation priority area have a fixed weight no matter how many other priority 
area scores or components are calculated These components typically cause the On-Track to 
Graduation scores to be much higher than other priority area scores. Freezing the weight of 
these components prevents an unfair bias towards schools and districts that lack other priority 
areas, or other components of the On-Track to Graduation priority area. 
 

4.​ At minimum, Achievement and On-Track to Graduation priority area scores are needed to 
produce an overall score. On-Track Attendance/Graduation is also needed to produce an 
On-Track to Graduation score.  

Steps 

The process for determining a school’s overall score consists of calculating a weighted average of the 
priority area scores. This method also takes into account state statutory requirements for weighting 
Achievement and Growth according to the percentage of students in a school or district who are 
economically disadvantaged. Only the overall score incorporates this variable weighting scheme. 

The steps below show how a school’s overall score is calculated using priority area scores. Details on 
how these constituent priority area scores are calculated are provided in the sections that follow. 

Step 1: Calculate Priority Area Multipliers 

Achievement Multiplier 

●​ If there is no Growth score, Achievement has a multiplier of 1. 
○​ Note that if there is no Growth score, there will not be a Target Group Outcomes score 

either. 

1 DPI has a School and District Report Card Weighting Calculator that shows the weights applied to schools with 
different data availability and priority areas. See: https://oea-dpi.shinyapps.io/report_card_weighting_calculator/.  
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●​ If there is a Growth score, apply the variable weighting formula to arrive at the Achievement 
multiplier. 

○​ If % of Economically Disadvantaged Students is less than or equal to 5%, Achievement 
has a multiplier of 0.9. 

○​ If % of Economically Disadvantaged Students is greater than or equal to 65%, 
Achievement has a multiplier of 0.1. 

○​ If the % of Economically Disadvantaged (ECD) Students is between 5% and 65%, 
Achievement has a multiplier of: 

1 -     4
3( ) ∗  % 𝑜𝑓 𝐸𝐶𝐷 𝑆𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 +  1

30⎡⎣ ⎤⎦

​ ​  

Growth Multiplier 

●​ Apply the variable weighting formula to arrive at the Growth multiplier. 
○​ If % of Economically Disadvantaged students is less than or equal to 5%, Growth has a 

multiplier of 0.1. 
○​ If % of Economically Disadvantaged students is greater than or equal to 65%, Growth has 

a multiplier of 0.9. 
○​ If % of Economically Disadvantaged Students is between 5% and 65%, Growth has a 

multiplier of 1 - Achievement multiplier. 

Target Group Outcomes Multiplier 

●​ Target Group Outcomes has a multiplier of 0.5. 

On-Track to Graduation Multiplier 

●​ If there is a 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score under the On-Track to Graduation 
priority area, On-Track to Graduation has a multiplier of 1; if not, it has a multiplier of 0.8. 

Step 2: Calculate Priority Area Weights 

Achievement Weight 

●​ If there is a 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score under the On-Track to Graduation 
priority area, Achievement has a weight of: 

 𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟
𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3

4

●​ If there is not a 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score, Achievement has a weight of: 

 𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟
𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3.2

4
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Growth Weight 

●​ If there is a 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score under the On-Track to Graduation 
priority area, Growth has a weight of: 

 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟
𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3

4

●​ If there is not a 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score, Growth has a weight of: 

 
𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟

𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3.2
4

Target Group Outcomes Weight 

●​ If there is a 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score under the On-Track to Graduation 
priority area, Target Group Outcomes has a weight of: 

 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟
𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3

4

Since the Achievement multiplier plus the Growth multiplier will always equal 1 and the Target Group 
Outcomes multiplier always equals 0.5, the Target Group Outcomes weight in this situation will always 
be 25 percent: 

​   0.5
1.5( )∗ 3

4 =  . 25 (𝑜𝑟 25%)

●​ If there is not a 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score, Target Group Outcomes has a 
weight of: 

 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟
𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3.2

4

Since the Achievement multiplier plus the Growth multiplier will always equal 1 and the Target Group 
Outcomes multiplier always equals 0.5, the Target Group Outcomes weight in this situation will always 
be 26.7 percent: 

​   0.5
1.5( )∗ 3.2

4 =  . 267 (𝑜𝑟 26. 7%)

On-Track to Graduation Weight 

●​ On-Track to Graduation weight equals the On-Track to Graduation multiplier divided by 4. 
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If there is a 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score, the On-Track to Graduation multiplier always 
equals 1. The On-Track to Graduation weight in this situation will always be 25%:  

 ​  1
4 =  . 25 (𝑜𝑟 25%)

If there is no 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score, the On-Track to Graduation multiplier 
always equals 0.8. The On-Track to Graduation weight in this situation will always be 20 percent: 

  0.8
4 =  . 20 (𝑜𝑟 20%) 

Step 3: Calculation of Overall Score 

​    𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 * 𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡( ) 
+ ​​  𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 * 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡( )
+  𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 * 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡( ) 
+ 𝑂𝑛 − 𝑇𝑟𝑎𝑐𝑘 𝑡𝑜 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 * 𝑂𝑛𝑇𝑟𝑎𝑐𝑘 𝑡𝑜 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡( )

= Overall Score 

The overall score determines the accountability rating category for a school or district. Each 
accountability rating category corresponds to a number of stars. 

Note that the overall score ranges that correspond to different accountability rating categories have 
been updated for the 2024-25 school year and beyond. The new overall score ranges are below: 

 

 
 
The new score ranges are the result of the recommendations from a report card standard setting that 
occurred over the summer in which a representative group of more than two dozen education leaders 
provided input on performance expectations for the state’s school and district report card accountability 
system. You can find more information about this process on the DPI Report Card Standard Setting page.   
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Overall Score Walkthroughs 

Below are three walkthroughs using hypothetical school examples. These walkthroughs show: a) how 
the overall score is calculated; b) how those calculations may vary depending on school type (e.g., 
elementary, middle, high school); and c) how many priority areas or score components are available for 
the school.  

Overall score weights for priority areas and components are dependent upon school characteristics and 
data availability. Schools/districts can find their weights by using the report card weighting calculator at 
https://oea-dpi.shinyapps.io/report_card_weighting_calculator/. 

Overall Score Walkthrough #1 

Sample Elementary School has the following priority area scores, and an economically disadvantaged 
student percentage of 20%: 

Priority Area or Component Score/Possible 
Achievement 71.7 / 100 
Growth 59.0 / 100 
Target Groups Outcomes 62.4 / 100 
On-Track to Graduation 93.1 / 100 

Chronic Absenteeism 
Attendance 

       96.5 / 100 
       97.5 / 100 

3rd Grade English Language Arts       77.5/ 100 
  

 

Step 1: Calculate Priority Area Multipliers 

Achievement Multiplier 

●​ Since there are Growth and Target Group Outcomes scores, and since the percentage of 
Economically Disadvantaged Students is between 5% and 65%, Achievement has a multiplier of:  

    1 − 4
3( ) ∗  % 𝑜𝑓 𝐸𝐶𝐷 𝑆𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 +  1

30⎡⎣ ⎤⎦

    1 −  4
3( ) ∗  . 20 +  1

30⎡⎣ ⎤⎦ =  0. 7

Growth Multiplier 

●​ Since there is a Growth score, and % of Economically Disadvantaged Students is between 5% and 
65%, Growth has a multiplier of 1 - Achievement multiplier. 

 1 −  0. 7 =  0. 3

Target Group Outcomes Multiplier 

●​ Since there is a Target Group Outcomes score, the Target Group Outcomes has a multiplier of 
0.5. 
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On-Track to Graduation Multiplier 

●​ Since there is a 3rd Grade ELA score, the On Track to Graduation multiplier is 1. 

Step 2: Calculate Priority Area Weights 

Achievement Weight 

●​ Since there is a 3rd Grade ELA score, Achievement weight equals: 

 𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟
𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3

4

  0.7
0.7 + 0.3 + 0.5( )∗ 3

4 =  . 35 (𝑜𝑟 35%)

Growth Weight 

●​ Since there is a 3rd Grade ELA score, Growth weight equals:  

 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟
𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3

4

  0.3
0.7 + 0.3 + 0.5( )∗ 3

4  =  . 15 (𝑜𝑟 15%)

Target Group Outcomes Weight 

●​ Since there is a 3rd Grade ELA score, Target Group Outcomes weight equals:  

 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟
𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3

4

  0.5
0.7 + 0.3 + 0.5( )∗ 3

4  =  . 25 (𝑜𝑟 25%)

On-Track to Graduation Weight 

●​ On-Track to Graduation weight equals On-Track to Graduation multiplier divided by 4. 

​   1
4  =  . 25 (𝑜𝑟 25%)

Step 3: Calculate Overall Score 

(Achievement Score*Achievement Weight) + (Growth Score*Growth Weight) + (Target Group Outcomes 
Score*Target Growth Outcomes Weight) + (On-Track to Graduation Score*On-Track to Graduation 
Weight) = Overall Score 

 (71. 7 * 35%) +  (59. 0 * 15%) +  (62. 4 * 25%) +  (93. 1 * 25%) = 72. 8

Sample Elementary School’s overall score is 72.8. A score of 72.8 means Sample Elementary School gets 

an overall accountability rating of 4 stars—Exceeds Expectations. 
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Overall Score Walkthrough #2 

Example High School has the following priority area scores, and an economically disadvantaged student 

percentage of 52%: 

Priority Area or Component Score/Possible 
Achievement 
Growth 

56.9 / 100 
41.5 / 100 

Target Group Outcomes 68.2 / 100 
On-Track to Graduation 86 / 100 

Chronic Absenteeism 
Graduation 

     89.4 / 100 
     70.6 / 100 

 

Step 1: Calculate Priority Area Multipliers 

Achievement Multiplier 

●​ Since there are Growth and Target Group Outcomes scores, and since the % of Economically 
Disadvantaged Students is between 5% and 65%, Achievement has a multiplier of: 

 ​    1 −

 ​     1 − 4
3( ) ∗  . 52 +  1

30⎡⎣ ⎤⎦ =  0. 27

Growth Multiplier 

●​ Since there is a Growth score, and % of Economically Disadvantaged Students is between 5% and 
65%, Growth has a multiplier of 1 - Achievement multiplier. 

 1 −  0. 27 =  0. 73

Target Group Outcomes Multiplier 

●​ If there is a Target Group Outcomes score, Target Group Outcomes has a multiplier of 0.5. 

On-Track to Graduation Multiplier 

●​ Since there is not a 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score, On-Track to Graduation has a 
multiplier of 0.8. 
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Step 2: Calculate Priority Area Weights 

Achievement Weight 

●​ Since there is not a 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score, Achievement has a weight of: 

 𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟
𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟+𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3.2

4

  0.27
0.27 + 0.73 + 0.5( )∗ 3.2

4 =  . 144 (𝑜𝑟 14. 4%)

Growth Weight 

●​ Since there is not a 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score, Growth has a weight of: 

 
𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟

𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟+𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3.2
4

  0.73
0.27 + 0.73 + 0.5( )∗ 3.2

4 =  . 389 (𝑜𝑟 38. 9%)

Target Group Outcomes Weight 

●​ Since there is not a 3rd Grade ELA score or 8th Grade Math score, Target Group Outcomes has a 
weight of: 

 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟
𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3.2

4

  0.5
0.27 + 0.73 + 0.5( )∗ 3.2

4 =  . 267 (𝑜𝑟 26. 7%)

On-Track to Graduation Weight 

●​ On-Track to Graduation weight is calculated by dividing the On-Track to Graduation multiplier by 
4. 

  0.8
4 =  . 20 (𝑜𝑟 20%)

Step 3: Calculate Overall Score 

(Achievement Score*Achievement Weight) + (Growth Score*Growth Weight) + (Target Group Outcomes 
Score*Target Growth Outcomes Weight) + (On-Track to Graduation Score*On-Track to Graduation 
Weight) = Overall Score 

 (56. 9 * 14. 4%) + (41. 5 * 38. 9%) + (68. 2 * 26. 7%) + (86 * 20%) = 59. 7

Example High School’s overall score is 59.7. A score of 59.7 means Example High School gets an overall 
accountability rating of 2 stars - Meets Few Expectations. 
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Overall Score Walkthrough #3 

Rural Elementary School has the following priority area scores, and an economically disadvantaged 
percent of 35%: 

Priority Area or Component Score/Possible 
Achievement 63.5 / 100 
On-Track to Graduation 87.6 / 100 

Chronic Absenteeism 
Attendance 
3rd Grade English Language Arts 

     93.0 / 100 
     94.5 /100 
     63.0 /100 

 

Step 1: Calculate Priority Area Multipliers 

Achievement Multiplier 

●​ Since there is no Growth score and no Target Group Outcomes score, Achievement has a 
multiplier of 1. 

On-Track to Graduation Multiplier 

●​ Since there is a 3rd Grade ELA score, On Track to Graduation has a multiplier of 1. 

Step 2: Calculate Priority Area Weights 

Achievement Weight 

●​ Since there is a 3rd Grade ELA score, Achievement has a weight of: 

 𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟
𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 + 𝑇𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑂𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠 𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟( )∗ 3

4

  1
1 + 0 + 0( )∗ 3

4 =  . 75 (𝑜𝑟 75%)

On-Track to Graduation Weight 

●​ On-Track to Graduation weight is calculated by dividing the On-Track to Graduation multiplier by 
4. 

​   1
4 =  . 25 (𝑜𝑟 25%)
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Step 3: Calculate Overall Score 

(Achievement Score*Achievement Weight) + (Growth Score*Growth Weight) + (Target Group Outcomes 
Score*Target Growth Outcomes Weight) + (On-Track to Graduation Score*On-Track to Graduation 
Weight) = Overall Score 

 (63. 5 * 75%) + (87. 6 * 25%) = 69. 5

Rural Elementary School’s overall score is 69.5. A score of 69.5 means Rural Elementary School gets and 
overall accountability rating of 3 stars - Meets Expectations. 

Scoring Notes 

●​ The report cards have four priority areas. Within each priority area, individual components are 
calculated. For example, the Achievement priority area has two components: English Language Arts 
(ELA) Achievement and Mathematics Achievement. 
 

●​ All scores are calculated and reported to one-tenth of a point. 
 

●​ Rounding rules:  
o​ Rounding is done at two stages in the calculation process:  

i.​ when individual student data are aggregated into a rate or average 
ii.​ at the end of a sequence of algebraic operations. 

o​ Rounding is to the third decimal point when the value is between 0 and 1 or a calculated 
percentage (0.001, or 0.1%) and to the first decimal point for a score on the 0 to 100 scale.  

o​ Values displayed in this Technical Guide are often rounded to the third decimal point for 
brevity. 
 

●​ DPI uses a cell size, the minimum number of students needed to calculate a data component, of 20 
students (N=20). In most cases, the cell size is applied to each year of data separately.  
 

●​ State-level comparison scores are provided in a variety of places in the report card. These are based 
on average state scores from the grade band that most closely matches the school.  

o​ There are six grade bands for which state average scores are calculated: K-5, 6-8, 9-12, K-8, 
6-12, and K-12.  

o​ State-level comparison scores treat all Wisconsin students within a particular grade band as 
if they were one “giant school.” These scores are calculated using the same methodology as 
individual school scores.  

o​ State-level comparison scores do not affect a school’s score or rating category; they are 
provided for context only. 
 

●​ Graduation, attendance, and chronic absenteeism are lagged by an additional year, as compared to 
assessment data, due to data availability. For example, the most recent graduation, attendance, and 
absenteeism data used in 2024-25 report cards are from the 2023-24 school year. 
 

●​ Multiple years of data are considered throughout the report card: 
o​ Achievement requires a minimum of two consecutive years of data. 
o​ Growth requires two consecutive years of assessment data in both ELA and mathematics per 

student included in the calculation. Students do not need to have attended the same school in 
the prior year to be included as long as they took a WSAS assessment in the prior year. 
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o​ The graduation component of the On-Track priority area requires one of the four-year or 
seven-year graduation rates (both rates are used when present). The attendance component 
uses one year of data.  

o​ The chronic absenteeism component of the On-Track priority area uses up to three years of 
data where available but may use only one year.  

o​ The component scores of Target Group Outcomes — Target Group Achievement, Target 
Group Growth, Target Group Attendance/Graduation, and Target Group Chronic 
Absenteeism — contain the same pattern of data years as the analogous priority area 
component scores for all students in the school. 
 

●​ Full Academic Year (FAY) definition and application: 
o​ FAY is determined at the student level through continuous enrollment from Third Friday of 

September (TFS) to testing/end of the spring assessment window.2  
o​ Whether a student attended a school for the full academic year (FAY) is determined 

differently at the school and district levels.  
i.​ For school report cards, FAY determination is based on FAY for the school, not the 

district. 
ii.​ For district report cards, FAY determination is based on FAY for the district, not the 

school.  
o​ For certain priority areas, whether a student has FAY status factors into whether they are 

included in report card calculations. The following table explains which calculations include 
or exclude a student based on their FAY status: 

 
FAY Students Only All Students (FAY and not FAY) 

Achievement Graduation Rate  
Growth Attendance Rate  

On-Track to Graduation: ​
3rd Grade English Language Arts Achievement 

Chronic Absenteeism Rate - students must have been 
enrolled for 90+ total school days to be included in 

this rate. 
On-Track to Graduation: ​

8th Grade Mathematics Achievement 
 

Exceptions 

An Overall Score cannot be calculated for any schools in the following situations: 

●​ New schools – those with only one year of data; 
 

●​ Schools without tested grades – e.g., K4-2 schools; 
 

●​ Schools with fewer than 20 full academic year (FAY) students in WSAS tested grades (Grades 
3-11) assessed in either the most recent year (2024-25) or the prior year (2023-24). 
 

Public schools in these situations are instead assigned a rating based on an alternate accountability 
process. They may receive an AR rating of “Alternate Rating - Satisfactory Progress” or “Alternate Rating - 
Needs Improvement” based on a district-supervised self-evaluation process. More information about 
alternate accountability can be found on the OEA webpage: 
http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/alternate-accountability. 

2 For past and current definitions of FAY, please visit: http://dpi.wi.gov/wisedash/help/glossary. 
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Private Choice schools with insufficient data are labeled as “Not Rated” (NR). These schools may be not 
rated due to having fewer than 20 Choice program students enrolled or tested in grades 3-12, missing 
required data, or low test participation. The NR rating categories listed below are displayed on the front 
page to indicate which of these scenarios the school falls into: 

●​ NR-Exempt: A Choice school that is exempt by law from testing and accountability because it 
receives vouchers for fewer than 20 students in grades 3-12.  

●​ NR-Missing Data: A Choice school that is not exempt but, rather, is unscored because the school 
inaccurately reported required data.  

●​ NR-Fewer than 20 Students Tested: A Choice school that is not exempt but, rather, is unscored 
because the number of full academic year tested students did not meet the required minimum to 
produce a score. 

Calculating Priority Area Scores ​
Achievement Priority Area 
The Achievement priority area is designed to show how well students are doing in meeting the 
grade-level expectations of the Wisconsin Academic Standards. DPI uses multiple years of state 
assessment data to build a score, with more recent years bearing more weight on the score. 
Achievement is a points-based measure that gives credit for outcomes at multiple performance levels, 
with higher levels of performance earning more points. 

Background 

The simplest way to measure Achievement with state assessment results is by the percentage of 
students scoring in the meeting or advanced levels. A group of Wisconsin educators worked together to 
recommend updated cut scores, in alignment with the grade-level expectations of the updated academic 
standards and the corresponding statewide assessments. Performance levels were established for each 
Wisconsin assessment in the state accountability system, including the Forward Exam, DLM, PreACT 
Secure, and the ACT with writing, and the prior assessments. Prior to 2023-24, these performance levels 
were called below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced. 

The Achievement measure allocates points to schools based on student performance at the 
approaching, meeting, and advanced performance level thresholds. Schools earn 0 points for students 
who are at the developing level.  

●​ Advanced level: 1.5 points 
●​ Meeting level: 1 point 
●​ Approaching level: 0.5 points 
●​ Developing level: 0 points 

Achievement is calculated using  multiple years of data to account for variation in year-to-year results, 
with the most recent years weighted more heavily. 

Reading the Report Card  

To arrive at an Achievement score, separate component scores for ELA and mathematics are calculated 
first and then averaged. The Student Group Performance Levels by Year tables for ELA and mathematics 
in the Achievement section show the percent of students scoring at each performance level over the last 
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two years.3 The counts of students scoring at each performance level over the last two years can be 
calculated by multiplying the percentages by the number of students tested. Non-tested students and 
students with invalidated tests are not included in the Achievement calculations; neither are students 
who are not FAY. Consider the following example data on ELA achievement for a sample school, which 
will be used throughout the walkthrough below: 

 
 

This chart shows that 369 students with FAY status were tested at this school in the prior year 
(2023-24), with 43 scoring Advanced, 170 scoring Meeting, 103 scoring Approaching, and 53 scoring 
Developing. Counts for the most recent year (2024-25) are similarly displayed. This graph also shows the 
percent of students scoring in each performance category in the prior year, with 11.7% scoring 
Advanced, 46.1% scoring Meeting, 27.9% scoring Approaching, and 14.4% scoring Developing. 
Percentages for the most recent year are similarly displayed.  

Achievement Walkthrough 

This walkthrough guides the user through the calculation of an Achievement score for a single content 
component (ELA). To determine an overall Achievement score, the process is repeated for the other 
content component (mathematics), and the two component scores are averaged. 

Throughout this walkthrough, we use two terms to describe the year of data used in each step: 

●​ “Prior Year” refers to the school year one testing year before the year of the report card and is 
the left-most school year shown in the achievement section. For the 2024-25 Report Card, it 
refers to 2023-24. 

●​ “Current Year” refers to the most recent year of assessment data used and is the right-most 
school year shown in the achievement section. For the 2024-25 Report Card, it refers to 
2024-25. 

3 Achievement scores on the 2024-25 report cards will use two years of data, 2023-24 and 2024-25, reflecting the 
transition to updated statewide assessments. Normally, up to three years of data are used (when available). The 
three-year approach will resume with the 2025-26 report cards.  
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Step 1: Assign and Average Points 

The first step is to assign points for performance levels attained on the content component and calculate 
the average points per student for each year. Students scoring Advanced are assigned 1.5 points each; 
students scoring Meeting 1 point; and students scoring Approaching 0.5 points. Students scoring 
Developing  are assigned zero points. These point values are multiplied by the number of students to 
determine the points awarded in each category. The points for each year are then added together and 
divided by the total number of students tested to determine an average.  

 

 

 

Calculation 

Calculate proficiency points earned in the Prior Year. Similar calculations are performed for the  Current 

Year. 

 of FAY students in that performance level 𝑃𝑜𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑠 =  𝑃𝑜𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑀𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑟 *  𝐶𝑜𝑢𝑛𝑡

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝐴𝑑𝑣𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒𝑑 𝑃𝑜𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑠 =  1. 5 *  43 =  64. 5

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑀𝑒𝑒𝑡𝑖𝑛𝑔 𝑃𝑜𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑠 =  1 *  170 =  170

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝐴𝑝𝑝𝑟𝑜𝑎𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑛𝑔  𝑃𝑜𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑠 =  0. 5 *  103 =  51. 5

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝐷𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑙𝑜𝑝𝑖𝑛𝑔 𝑃𝑜𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑠 =  0 *  53 =  0

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑃𝑜𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑠 =  64. 5 +  170 +  51. 5 +  0 =  286

 

Calculate the average points per student for each year, round to three decimal places, and multiply by 

100. 

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 =  (𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑃𝑜𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑠 / 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝐶𝑜𝑢𝑛𝑡) * 100
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 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 =  (𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑃𝑜𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑠 / 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝐶𝑜𝑢𝑛𝑡) * 100

 

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 = ( 286
369 ) * 100 = 77. 5

 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 = ( 303
383 ) * 100 = 79. 1

Step 2: Calculate the Single-Year Scores 

Starting with the 2024-25 report cards, Achievement and Target Group Outcomes score distributions 

are rescaled to align with the 2024-25 Growth score distribution so that overall scores and ratings are 

comparable for schools with and without these priority areas. 

Formulas 

 𝑆𝑖𝑛𝑔𝑙𝑒–𝑦𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = (𝑆𝑖𝑛𝑔𝑙𝑒–𝑦𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 * 0. 89) + 0. 24 

Calculation 

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 =  (77. 5 * 0. 89) + 0. 24 = 69. 215

 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = (79. 1 * 0. 89) + 0. 24 = 70. 639

Each Single-year Score is capped at a maximum of 100. 

 

Step 3: Calculate Annual Weights 

Next, we calculate a weight for each year’s average, which (1) weights more recent years more heavily, 
and (2) takes into account year-to-year fluctuations in numbers of students tested. These fluctuations 
are captured by comparing the number of students tested in a given year to the average number tested 
across two years of data. To do this, we calculate a weight that is the product of a “students tested 
weight”—that is, the number of students tested that year divided by the average tested across all two 
years—and a “year weight” that is higher for the more recent year. 

The values that go into each year’s weight depend upon how many years of data are available that meet 
our cell size (minimum number of students with data) of 20: 

●​ Two years available: “Year weights” are 1.5 for the current year and 1 for the prior year; the 
number of students tested is averaged across the current and prior years. 

●​ One year available: No score. A minimum of two years available data are required to calculate an 
Achievement score.  

​
Formulas 

 𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑇𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑑 = 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑇𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑑 + 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑇𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑑
𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟𝑠 𝐴𝑣𝑎𝑖𝑙𝑎𝑏𝑙𝑒
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 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 = 1 * 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑇𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑑
𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑇𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑑

 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 = 1. 5 * 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑇𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑑
𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑇𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑒𝑑

Calculation 

 

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 = 1 * 369
369+383( )

2

= 0. 981

 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 = 1. 5 * 383
369+383( )

2

= 1. 528

 

Step 4: Combine Points and Weights 

In step four, we multiply the single-year score determined in Step 2 by the weights calculated in Step 3. 

Formulas 

 

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 * 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡

 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 * 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡

Calculation 

 

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 69. 215 * 0. 981 = 67. 899

 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 70. 639 * 1. 528 = 107. 936

Step 5: Calculate Content Component Score 

The achievement score for this content area is calculated by (1) adding the weighted scores from Step 4, 
(2) dividing the result by the sum of the weights determined in Step 3, and (3) rounding the value to the 
nearest tenth.  

Formula 

 𝑆𝑢𝑏𝑗𝑒𝑐𝑡 𝐴𝑟𝑒𝑎 𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒+𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒
𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡+𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡

Calculation 

 𝑆𝑢𝑏𝑗𝑒𝑐𝑡 𝐴𝑟𝑒𝑎 𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 67.899+107.936
0.981+1.528 = 70. 1
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Step 6: Calculate Overall Achievement score 

Step 5 creates a subject area component score out of 100 points, in this example an ELA component 
score of 70.1. To generate an overall Achievement score, repeat Steps 1 to 5 for the Math component 
score. The Math component score for the school above is 60.1. Then, to calculate an overall Achievement 
score, average those scores and round to the nearest tenth:  

Formula 

 𝑂𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑙𝑙 𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 𝐸𝐿𝐴 𝐶𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑜𝑛𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 + 𝑀𝑎𝑡ℎ 𝐶𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑜𝑛𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒
2

Calculation 

 = 65.1 𝑂𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑙𝑙 𝐴𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 70.1 + 60.1
2

Calculating Priority Area Scores ​
Growth Priority Area 
The Growth priority area evaluates schools on their students’ growth over time compared to the 
growth of similar students in other Wisconsin schools. This measure provides information on a school’s 
contribution to their students’ progress, regardless of the prior achievement level of those students. This 
is in contrast to Achievement which focuses attention on a smaller subset of students near the 
thresholds between performance levels.  

Background 

At the foundation of the Growth score is a statistical technique known as value-added, which is used in 
many states and districts as a measure of school performance. There are different types of value-added 
measures, each with different technical properties. Value-added measures belong to a class of statistical 
models that quantify how much growth students make over time after applying statistical controls for 
factors that are generally beyond a school’s control but may influence how much growth students make. 
These include factors such as students’ prior achievement and certain characteristics about the students 
themselves, such as whether they come from families with lower income levels or have a disability 
and/or are English learners.  

The purpose of statistically controlling for prior achievement and other student attributes is not to 
establish lowered expectations for some students’ performance – since high expectations are already 
reinforced and rewarded through the Achievement priority area – but rather to recognize the fact that 
schools often differ substantially with respect to the students they serve. Some schools’ enrollments are 
composed largely of students from more affluent families and communities who often enter school with 
higher levels of achievement and school readiness, while others have higher concentrations of 
historically marginalized populations, and therefore higher percentages of students who begin schooling 
with lower levels of readiness. Research accumulated across many years affirms that these kinds of 
factors often influence the rate at which students grow. It therefore makes sense to include in the report 
cards not just measures of how well students are performing at a point-in-time (Achievement), but also 
the rate at which all students, regardless of prior achievement level and background, are progressing 
over time (Growth).  
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While the calculations behind value-added are complex, the concept is fairly straightforward. 
Value-added compares the growth of students at a given school to the growth of similar students across 
the state of Wisconsin. Similar students are determined by prior achievement and a selected set of 
characteristics about the students themselves that are generally beyond a school’s control yet may 
influence students’ growth over time. In addition to prior achievement, the value-added model used in 
the report cards (developed at the University of Wisconsin-Madison)4 includes statistical controls for 
students’ family income status (as measured by economically disadvantaged status), disability status, 
English language proficiency level, gender, and race/ethnicity. The objective is to facilitate “apples to 
apples” comparisons between schools that often serve very different student populations, and to include 
growth across the entire spectrum of student performance, rather than just a subset that moves across 
performance levels.  

 

 

In addition to applying statistical controls for students’ prior achievement and selected attributes such 
as family income, the value-added model also includes a statistical correction for measurement error, a 
common issue in standardized assessments. Measurement error refers to the idea that students’ scores 
on a single administration of a standardized test are not a perfect measure of their true knowledge and 
ability, and may differ if the same student were to take the same test again. Such variation in scores is 
especially common when assessment results are very low or very high, but can be statistically adjusted 
for in the pre-test score to help ensure that schools with large numbers of low- or high-performing 
students are not penalized in the Growth measure.  

Reading the Report Card 

To arrive at a Growth score, separate value-added component scores for ELA and mathematics are 
calculated by DPI’s value-added vendor Education Analytics. Note that three years of value-added 
results are used, when available, in calculating the weighted average value-added scores. As in other 
parts of the report card, the current year is weighted more heavily than prior years’ data:  

 
●​ Three years available: “Year weights” are 1.5 for growth in the current year, 1.25 for the prior 

year, and 1.0 for the year before that; with results averaged across three years. 
●​ Two years available: “Year weights” are 1.5 for growth in the current year, 1 for the prior year; 

with results averaged across both years. 

4 Additional information on the Wisconsin value-added model is available at http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/report-cards, 
http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/growth 
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●​ One year available: “Year weight” is 1 for growth in the current year. 
 

The value-added scores generally range from 0 to 6, in which a score of 3 is average. While rare, a 
value-added score can extend below 0 or above 6 when growth is much higher or lower than expected.  

DPI converts these value-added scores to Growth component scores for each subject on a 0-100 point 
scale. The subject-level component scores are then averaged together. Graphs for ELA and mathematics 
in the Growth section also report multi-year average value-added scores by student group, including the 
count of students included in the calculations.  

Growth Walkthrough 

This walkthrough guides the user through the calculation of a Growth score from Sample Elementary.  

Consider the following example data on growth for a sample school. 

 

This graph shows that 372 students were included in value-added calculation for ELA and 383 for 
mathematics, with a multi-year weighted average value-added scores of 2.0 for ELA and 3.1 for 
mathematics. The blue box on mathematics denotes that this school has above statewide average (>3) 
growth. 
 
Step 1: Determine the Growth Component Scores 

First, we use a formula to determine the Growth subject-level component scores and put them on a 

similar scale to Growth in past record cards. Subject-level component scores are rounded to the nearest 

tenth. 

Formula 

 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝐶𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑜𝑛𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒 𝐴𝑑𝑑𝑒𝑑 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 * 0. 19( ) + 0. 09[ ] * 𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑏𝑙𝑒 𝑃𝑜𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑠

Note: 0.19 and 0.09 are numbers that continue to align Growth scores with past report cards. 

Calculation 

 𝐸𝐿𝐴 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 2. 0 * 0. 19( ) + 0. 09[ ] * 100 = 47. 0

 𝑀𝑎𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑚𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑐𝑠 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 3. 1 * 0. 19( ) + 0. 09[ ] * 100 = 67. 9

Sample Elementary has Growth component scores in English language arts of 47.0 and in mathematics 

of 67.9.  

Step 2: Determine the Growth Priority Area Score 
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To calculate the Growth priority area, average the two Growth component scores together and round to 

the nearest tenth. 

Formula 

 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = (𝐸𝐿𝐴 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑠𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 +  𝑀𝑎𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑚𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑐𝑠 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒)/2

 

Calculation 

 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = (47. 0 +  67. 9)/2 = 57. 5

Calculating Priority Area Scores ​
Target Group Outcomes Priority Area 
Target Group Outcomes is an updated priority area. It examines multiple measures for students in the 
bottom quartile (25%) of performance based on the prior year’s test results, along with any students 
who scored less than proficient on that year’s DLM alternate assessment. This priority area is designed 
to inform improvement efforts, resulting in positive change for learners who most need it while also 
improving outcomes for all students. It replaces the Closing Gaps priority area.  

Background 
The Target Group Outcomes priority area (like Closing Gaps before it) is aimed at increasing 
achievement for historically underserved populations of students. Target Group Outcomes examines 
multiple measures for students in roughly the bottom quartile (25%) of performance based on the prior 
year’s test results, along with any students who scored in the developing or approaching categories on 
that year’s alternate assessment.  
 
For more information on how students are assigned to the target group, please see the Target Group 
Outcomes Guide available at http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/resources. 

Target Group Outcomes Scoring 

Target groups are scored using the familiar measures of achievement, value-added growth, chronic 
absenteeism, and graduation or attendance rates. These scores are calculated using the same 
methodologies as the analogous priority area and component scores for all students (see table below). 
The only difference is that within the Target Group Outcomes priority area these calculations only apply 
to students in the target group. Note that students in the target group continue to be included in 
calculations for the Achievement, Growth, and On-Track to Graduation priority areas, in addition to 
being scored separately in the Target Group Outcomes priority area. 
 

Target Group Outcomes 
Scoring Component 

Calculation 

Achievement Multi-year weighted average of English Language Arts (ELA) and 
mathematics points-based proficiency rates. 
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Growth Multi-year weighted average of English Language Arts (ELA) and 
mathematics value-added growth. 

Chronic Absenteeism Multi-year weighted average of chronic absenteeism rate 
subtracted from one. Students with attendance rate below 90% 
are considered chronically absent. 

Graduation or Attendance Graduation is calculated using the average of four-year and 
seven-year cohort graduation rates. Attendance is calculated by 
dividing the number of actual days attended by the number of 
possible days attended. 

 
At a minimum, for Target Group Outcomes to be scored, a school must meet cell-size requirements for 
each of Target Group Achievement, Target Group Growth, and Target Group Attendance or Graduation. 
The Target Group Outcomes priority area score is a weighted average of the included components. 
Weighting of these components for a typical school with all Target Group Outcomes components 
included is displayed in the table below. 

Target Group Outcomes Scoring Component Weight within Target Group Outcomes 
priority area score 

Achievement 20% 

Growth 50% 

Chronic Absenteeism 15% 

Graduation or Attendance 15% 

 

Note that unlike in overall report card score weighting, achievement and growth are not subject to 
variable weighting within Target Group Outcomes. The percentage of economically disadvantaged 
students at a school or district does not impact how achievement and growth are weighted in Target 
Group Outcomes, as it does in the overall report card weighting. For a comprehensive look at Target 
Group Outcomes and report card weighting scenarios, please refer to our online report card 
weighting calculator.  

Target Group Outcomes Walkthrough 

This walkthrough guides the user through calculation of a Target Group Outcomes (TGO) score for the 
example Mid-Sized Middle school report card.​
 

1.​ Target Group Outcomes component scores 

These are displayed prominently on the front page of the report card. 
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2.​ Multiply each component score by its weight 

Formulas 

Weighted TGO Achievement                 = (TGO achievement component score * TGO achievement weight) 

Weighted TGO Growth                             = (TGO growth component score            * TGO growth weight) 

Weighted TGO Chronic Absenteeism = (TGO absenteeism component score * TGO absenteeism weight) 

Weighted TGO Attendance                     = (TGO attendance component score    * TGO attendance weight) 

Note that: 

a.​ Both TGO achievement and TGO growth are based on simple averages of their respective 

ELA and mathematics subcomponents; and 

b.​ In cases where the TGO absenteeism component is absent, TGO attendance or TGO 

graduation is weighted 30% instead of 15% within the TGO priority area score. 

Calculations 

​ ​ Weighted TGO Achievement ​ ​ = ​ (20.0 * 0.2)  ​ = ​ 4.0 
Weighted TGO Growth            ​ ​ =  ​ (90.7 * 0.5)  ​ =​ 45.35 
Weighted TGO Chronic Absenteeism ​ = ​ (77.2 * 0.15)​ =​ 11.58 
Weighted TGO Attendance ​ ​ = ​ (92.9  * 0.15)​ =​ 13.94 
 

3.​ Sum the weighted component scores and calculate the priority area score 

Recall starting with the 2024-25 report cards, Achievement and Target Group Outcomes score 

distributions are rescaled to align with the 2024-25 Growth score distribution so that overall 

scores and ratings are comparable for schools with and without these priority areas. 

Formula 

  𝑇𝐺𝑂 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 =  (𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑇𝐺𝑂 𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 *  1. 77) − (47. 86)
Calculation 

TGO priority area score  = ( (4.0 + 45.35 + 11.58 + 13.94) * 1.77) - 47.86 =  84.7 
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Calculating Priority Area Scores ​
On-Track to Graduation Priority Area 
The purpose of this priority area is to give schools and districts an indication of how successfully 
students are achieving educational milestones that lead to postsecondary readiness. The priority area 
score includes up to three components - chronic absenteeism, attendance /graduation, and achievement 
at key transition points: 3rd grade English language arts and/or 8th grade mathematics. 

On-Track to Graduation Background 

The process of preparing a student for graduation begins well before 12th grade, and there are key 
indicators throughout elementary, middle, and high school that have a direct impact on a student’s 
likelihood of future success. This priority area is designed to hold schools accountable for a number of 
these key indicators. 

Chronic absenteeism and graduation/attendance components make up the bulk of this priority area’s 
score. Districts and schools that graduate students are held accountable for graduation rates, and all 
other schools are held accountable for attendance rates.  

●​ Chronic absenteeism is an important indicator of student engagement. 
●​ Attendance drives all aspects of student success throughout their school career. 
●​ Graduation rate measures the outcome of a schools’ overarching mission and is calculated as a 

cohort rate—the percentage of students starting high school together who graduate within a 
certain number of years. 

Chronic absenteeism data, attendance data, and graduation data have some similarities. All are lagged 
indicators, because 2024-25 data for these measures are not yet available. As such, we report on the 
2023-24 data. Additionally, chronic absenteeism, attendance, and graduation all have similar, narrow 
distributions of high scores. That is, the state average is around 90% to 95% for both attendance and 
graduation, and around 90 - 95 for chronic absenteeism scores (100 - chronic absenteeism rate). 

Two additional On-Track measures may contribute to a school’s priority area score.  

●​ English language arts achievement in 3rd grade and mathematics achievement in 8th grade are 
measures that strongly predict future success as students move into middle school and high 
school. 

Due to the diversity of school and district types in Wisconsin, not all of these On-Track measures apply 
to every school or district. Combining the measures into a priority area score in a way that treats all 
schools fairly, regardless of grade span, is necessary but is also complex.  

On-Track – Attendance  

Attendance rate is the number of days that students actually attended (days in seat) divided by the 
number of days they could possibly have attended (days enrolled). Students in kindergarten through 
12th grade are included in attendance calculations. Data are presented for all students at the school and 
are for one year only. Attendance data are lagged by one year in report cards, so attendance data from 
2023-24 are used in the 2024-25 report cards. 

27 
 



Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction | Office of Educational Accountability 

 𝑆𝑐ℎ𝑜𝑜𝑙/𝐷𝑖𝑠𝑡𝑟𝑖𝑐𝑡 𝑊𝑖𝑑𝑒 𝐴𝑡𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑑𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 = 𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝐴𝑡𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑑𝑒𝑑 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠
𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑏𝑙𝑒 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠 𝑜𝑓 𝐴𝑡𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑑𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒

On-Track – Graduation 

The table below shows graduation rate information as it appears in the school and district report cards:

 

Graduation rates are given for a cohort of students. The 2024-25 report card uses 2023-24 graduation 
rates. The graduation rates are the percentage of each cohort who graduated by 2023-24. 

●​ The four-year rate cohort consists of students who started high school in 2020-21  
●​ The seven-year rate cohort consists of students who started high school in 2017-18. The 

seven-year cohort rate captures graduates who take more than four years to complete high 
school. 

●​ Students are removed from school or district cohorts under some circumstances; most 
commonly because they transferred to another school or district.  

●​ A more complete discussion of exit-types and their impact on cohort inclusion is discussed on the 
Exit Types WISE data elements page.  

On-Track – Chronic Absenteeism 

Students are considered chronically absent if they miss 10% of school days out of the total possible 
number of school days during which they were enrolled. The chronic absenteeism rate on report cards is 
derived from attendance data, and only students who are enrolled in the accountable school for at least 
90 total days are included in the measure. This includes students for whom 90 days took place over 
multiple enrollments during the school year.  
 
A school’s chronic absenteeism score is based on a multi-year weighted average using up to three years 
of absenteeism rates, which is then converted into a score by subtracting from 1 and multiplying by 100.  
 
Absenteeism data, derived from attendance data, are lagged by one year in report cards. 
​
Calculating the Current Year Absenteeism Rate 

1.​ Count the number of students who enrolled in your school for at least 90 days total during the 
prior school year. Due to data collection timelines, DPI must use the prior year’s enrollment 

28 
 

https://dpi.wi.gov/graduation/faq#adjs
https://dpi.wi.gov/wise/data-elements/exit-types


Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction | Office of Educational Accountability 

(2023-24 enrollment for the 2024-25 report card) and attendance data to calculate the 
absenteeism rate. 
 

2.​ For each individual student in Step 1, calculate that student’s attendance rate. This is done by 
dividing the total number of days the student attended school by the total number of possible 
days the student could have attended school. Note that DPI does not differentiate between 
excused versus unexcused absences – it is the district’s responsibility to ensure that 
attendance days are being recorded and reported in accordance with DPI guidelines. 

 𝐼𝑛𝑑𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑙 𝑆𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝐴𝑡𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑑𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 = 𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠 𝑜𝑓 𝐴𝑡𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑑𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒
𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑃𝑜𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑏𝑙𝑒 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠 𝑜𝑓 𝐴𝑡𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑑𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒

3.​ Count the number of students who were enrolled for at least 90 days whose attendance rate, 
rounded to the nearest whole percentage, is below 90%. These students are flagged as being 
chronically absent. 

4.​ Divide the count of students flagged as chronically absent (Step 3) by the count of students who 
were enrolled for at least 90 days (Step 1). This is the school’s current year absenteeism rate. 
 

 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝐴𝑏𝑠𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑒𝑖𝑠𝑚 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 = 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑆𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝐶ℎ𝑟𝑜𝑛𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑙𝑙𝑦 𝐴𝑏𝑠𝑒𝑛𝑡
𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑆𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝐸𝑛𝑟𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑑 90 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠 

On the report card, the first table shown in the On-Track to Graduation - Additional Information page 
contains single-year chronic absenteeism rates distinguished by student groups in the school. Students 
appear in the numerator of the chronic absenteeism rate calculation if they were absent for more than 
10% of possible attendance days. For each year shown, the ‘Students’ column contains the total number 
of students for each group (both students who were chronically absent that year and students who were 
not chronically absent); the total number of students is the denominator of the chronic absenteeism 
calculation. The ‘Rate’ column reports the percentage of students in that group that were chronically 
absent in the given year. We will use the example table below to calculate the remaining steps of the 
chronic absenteeism calculation:  

 
 
Calculating Absenteeism Rate over Multiple Years 
The multi-year chronic absenteeism rate is calculated by averaging single-year absenteeism rates across 
one to three years of data, depending on how many years a school meets cell size (at least 20 students 
who were enrolled for at least 90 days total during the school year). To do this, we calculate a weight that 
is the product of a “students weight”—that is, the number of students who enrolled in the school for at 
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least 90 days of the school year divided by the average number of students enrolled for at least 90 days 
across all three years—and a “year weight” that is higher for more recent years: 
 

●​ Three years available: “Year weights” are 1.5 for the current year, 1.25 for the prior year, and 1 
for the year before that; the number of students enrolled for at least 90 days is averaged across 
all three years. For the 2024-25 Report Card, the three years of absenteeism data come from 
2023-24, 2022-23, and 2021-22. 

●​ Two years available: “Year weights” are 1.5 for the current year and 1 for the prior year; the 
number of students enrolled for at least 90 days is averaged across only the current and prior 
years. For the 2024-25 Report Card, the two years of absenteeism data come from 2023-24 and 
2022-23. 

●​ One year available: “Year weight” is 1 for chronic absenteeism in the current year. For the 
2024-25 Report Card one year of absenteeism data comes from 2023-24. 
 

 
Formulas 

 𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝐸𝑛𝑟𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑑 90 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠 =

 

𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 2 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝐸𝑛𝑟𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑑 90 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠+ 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 1 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝐸𝑛𝑟𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑑 90 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠+ 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝐸𝑛𝑟𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑑 90 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠
𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟𝑠 𝐴𝑣𝑎𝑖𝑙𝑎𝑏𝑙𝑒

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 2 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 = 1 * 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 2 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝐸𝑛𝑟𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑑 90 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠
𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝐸𝑛𝑟𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑑 90 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 1 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 = 1. 25 * 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 1 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝐸𝑛𝑟𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑑 90 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠
𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝐸𝑛𝑟𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑑 90 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠

 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 = 1. 5 * 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝐸𝑛𝑟𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑑 90 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠
𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝐸𝑛𝑟𝑜𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑑 90 𝐷𝑎𝑦𝑠

Calculation 

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 2 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 = 1 * 524
524+512+514)( )

3

= 1. 014

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 1 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 = 1. 25 * 512
524+512+514( )

3

= 1. 239

 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 = 1. 5 * 514
524+512+514( )

3

= 1. 492

Next, we multiply each year’s weighted chronic absenteeism rates and weights together: 

Formulas 

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 2 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 = 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 2 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 * 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 2 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 1 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 = 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 1 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 * 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 1 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡

 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 = 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 * 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡

Calculation 

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 2 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 = 0. 189 * 1. 014 = 0. 192

 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 1 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 = 0. 199 * 1. 239 = 0. 247

 𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 = 0. 216 * 1. 492 = 0. 322
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The chronic absenteeism multi-year rate is then calculated by adding the weighted rates and dividing the 
result by the sum of the weights: 

Formula 

 𝑀𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 = 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 2 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒+𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 1 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒+𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒
𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 2 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡+𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑜𝑟 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 1 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡+𝐶𝑢𝑟𝑟𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡

Calculation 

 0.192+0.247+0.322
1.014+1.239+1.492 =  0. 203

​
Convert the multi-year chronic absenteeism rate into a score 
 The chronic absenteeism rate is converted to a score so that, like the rest of the report card, higher 

numbers are better. The chronic absenteeism score is calculated by subtracting the multi-year 

absenteeism rate from 1 and multiplying by 100.  

 

Formula 

 𝐶ℎ𝑟𝑜𝑛𝑖𝑐 𝐴𝑏𝑠𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑒𝑖𝑠𝑚 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = (100 − (𝑀𝑢𝑙𝑡𝑖 𝑌𝑒𝑎𝑟 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑒 * 100)

Calculation 

 𝐶ℎ𝑟𝑜𝑛𝑖𝑐 𝐴𝑏𝑠𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑒𝑖𝑠𝑚 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = (100 − (0. 203 * 100) = 79. 7

3rd Grade English Language Arts/8th Grade Mathematics Achievement 

These measures differ from other parts of the report card in how cell size (the minimum number of 
students with data necessary to calculate a score) is used. In most places, we use a cell size of 20 for each 
year separately, but applying this rule to a single grade would unfairly omit a large number of small 
elementary schools. Instead, for these two measures only, we use a cell size of 20 combined over the two 
most recent assessment years. This change affects only whether data is used to determine a score for 
these components, not the process by which the scores are calculated.  

Refer back to the Achievement section of this guide for the score calculation method. The only 
difference is that within the On-Track to Graduation priority area these calculations only apply to 
students taking the 3rd grade ELA and 8th grade Math assessments, respectively. 

On-Track – Combining Individual Components into a Priority Area 
Score 

The On-Track to Graduation priority area scores are reported out of 100 maximum points, and are either 
20% or 25% of the overall score, depending on the grade configuration of the school or district. 

Chronic absenteeism scores are reported out of 100 maximum points. The score is calculated by 
subtracting the weighted multi-year average chronic absenteeism rate from 100. The chronic 
absenteeism component accounts for either 40% or 50% of the priority area score, when present. 
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Attendance/graduation scores are reported out of 100 maximum points and typically account for either 
40% or 50% of the priority area score.5 

-​ Attendance scores are the single-year school-wide attendance rate, multiplied by 100. 
-​ Graduation scores are the weighted average of the four-year and seven-year graduation rates, 

multiplied by 100. 

English language arts achievement in 3rd grade and mathematics achievement in 8th grade scores are 
reported out of 100 maximum points each. These two components account for 20% of the On-Track to 
Graduation priority area score, when either or both components are present.  

If a school or district has only 3rd grade English language arts or only 8th grade mathematics scores 
available, then the component present is worth 20% of the On-Track to Graduation priority area score. 

If a school or district has both 3rd grade English language arts and 8th grade mathematics data, each of 
these components is worth 10% of the On-Track to Graduation priority area score.  

This is summarized in the following table: 

3rd Grade English Language Arts = 20% if no 8th grade mathematics score is available 
 10% if 8th grade mathematics scores is available 
8th Grade Mathematics =  20% if no 3rd grade English language arts score is available 
 10% if 3rd grade English language arts score is available 

On-Track Walkthrough #1 

This walkthrough uses data on chronic absenteeism, attendance, and 3rd grade English language arts 
achievement to determine a score for Sample Elementary School. 

Step 1: Calculate the Chronic Absenteeism Score 

 

This school has a 3rd grade English language arts score, so chronic absenteeism is weighted at 40%: 

 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝐶ℎ𝑟𝑜𝑛𝑖𝑐 𝐴𝑏𝑠𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑒𝑖𝑠𝑚 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 91. 6 * 0. 4 =  36. 64

5 In rare cases, the On-Track to Graduation Attendance or Graduation component area for a given school may meet 
the required cell size, but the Chronic Absenteeism component area may not. In that case, Attendance or 
Graduation would account for either 80% or 100% of the On-Track to Graduation score (depending on whether 3rd 
Grade ELA and/or 8th Grade Math scores were also present). 
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Step 2: Calculate the Graduation/Attendance Score 

 

This is an elementary school and does not graduate students, so its attendance rate is used. This school 
has a 3rd grade English language arts score, so attendance is weighted at 40%: 

 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛/𝐴𝑡𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑑𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 95. 5 * 0. 4 = 38. 2

Step 3: Calculate the 3rd Grade English Language Arts Achievement Score 

 

 

The method for calculating 3rd grade English language arts and 8th grade mathematics scores is the same 
as described in the Achievement walkthrough for all students (starting on page 20). The only difference 
is that within the On-Track to Graduation priority area these calculations only apply to 3rd grade ELA 
and 8th grade Math students, respectively. 

Sample Elementary School does not have an 8th grade mathematics score, so the 3rd grade English 
language arts score is weighted at 20%: 

 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 3𝑟𝑑 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 𝐸𝑛𝑔𝑙𝑖𝑠ℎ 𝐿𝑎𝑛𝑔𝑢𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝐴𝑟𝑡𝑠 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 59. 4 * 0. 2 = 11. 88

Step 4: Determine the Total On-Track to Graduation Score 

The total score for this priority area is the sum of its weighted component scores: 

Weighted Chronic Absenteeism Score +​ ​ 36.64 
Weighted Graduation/Attendance Score +​ ​ 38.2 
Weighted 3rd Grade ELA  Score +​ ​ 11.88 = 
On-Track to Graduation Score​ ​ 86.72 
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The result is rounded to one decimal place, therefore Sample Elementary School has an On-Track to 
Graduation score of 86.7. 

On-Track Walkthrough #2 

This walkthrough will use data on chronic absenteeism, graduation, 8th grade mathematics, and 3rd grade 
English language arts to determine a score for Sample K-12 School. 

Step 1: Calculate the Chronic Absenteeism Score 

 

This school has 3rd grade English language arts and 8th grade mathematics components, so chronic 

absenteeism is weighted at 40%: 

 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝐶ℎ𝑟𝑜𝑛𝑖𝑐 𝐴𝑏𝑠𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑒𝑖𝑠𝑚 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 89. 6 * 0. 4 =  35. 84

Step 2: Calculate the Graduation/Attendance Score 

Graduation 

 

Sample K-12 School graduates students, so we use graduation rates to determine this score (schools 
without graduates use attendance rates). The score is calculated as the average of the four-year cohort 
rate and the seven-year cohort rate, weighted by the number of students in each cohort. The 
graduation/attendance component score is then weighted at 40%:  .

 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛/𝐴𝑡𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑑𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 95. 4 * 0. 4 = 38. 16
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Step 3: Calculate the 8th Grade Mathematics Score 

 

 

The method for calculating the 3rd grade English language arts and 8th grade mathematics scores is the 
same as described in the Achievement walkthrough for all students (starting on page 20).  

Because 3rd grade English language arts is also present for the school, the 8th grade mathematics 
weighting is 10%: 

 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 8𝑡ℎ 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 𝑀𝑎𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑚𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑐𝑠 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 60. 0 * 0. 1 = 6. 0

 

Step 4: Calculate the 3rd Grade English Language Arts Score 

 

Because 8th grade mathematics is also present for the school, the 3rd grade English language arts 
weighting is 10%: 

 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 3𝑟𝑑 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 𝐸𝑛𝑔𝑙𝑖𝑠ℎ 𝐿𝑎𝑛𝑔𝑢𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝐴𝑟𝑡𝑠 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 59. 8 * 0. 1 = 5. 98

 

35 
 



Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction | Office of Educational Accountability 

Step 5: Determine the Total On-Track to Graduation Score 

Weighted Chronic Absenteeism Score +​ ​ 35.84 
Weighted Graduation/Attendance Score +​ ​ 38.16 
Weighted 8th Grade Mathematics Score​ +​ 6.0 
Weighted 3rd Grade ELA Score​ +​ 5.98 = 
On-Track to Graduation Score​ ​ 85.98 

The result is rounded to one decimal place, therefore Sample K-12 School has an On-Track to 
Graduation score of 86.0.​
 

On-Track Walkthrough #3 

This walkthrough will use data on chronic absenteeism and graduation to determine a score for Sample 
High School. 

Step 1: Calculate the Chronic Absenteeism Score 

 

Due to there not being 3rd grade English language arts nor 8th grade mathematics component scores, 

chronic absenteeism is weighted at 50%: 

 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝐶ℎ𝑟𝑜𝑛𝑖𝑐 𝐴𝑏𝑠𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑒𝑖𝑠𝑚 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 79. 7 * 0. 5 = 39. 85

Step 2: Calculate the Graduation/Attendance Score 

Graduation 

 

Sample High School graduates students, so we use graduation rates to determine this score. Due to 

there not being 3rd grade English language arts nor 8th grade mathematics component scores, the 

graduation/attendance component is weighted at 50%: 

 𝑊𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑢𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛/𝐴𝑡𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑑𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 = 93. 2 *  0. 5 =  46. 6
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Step 3: Determine the Total On-Track to Graduation Score 

 Chronic Absenteeism Score + 
Graduation/Attendance Score + 

39.85 
46.6 =  

  Total On-Track to Graduation Score 86.45 
 

Add the total chronic absenteeism score to the total graduation (or attendance score) then the result is 

rounded to one decimal place, therefore Sample High School has an On-Track to Graduation score of 
86.5. 

Supplemental Data 

Test Participation  
Test participation rates do not affect scoring on the report card. These data are reported, however, given 
their importance in highlighting educational inequities and to provide context regarding the proportion 
of enrolled students included in the Achievement and Growth priority areas. Current year test 
participation rates for ELA and mathematics are provided for all students and for the 
lowest-participating student group on the Achievement-Additional Information page. 

To calculate test participation for the current year, follow the steps below. These steps should be done 
separately for mathematics and ELA and can be done at the “All Students” level and for each group of 
students. 

1.​ Count the total number of students enrolled in tested grades at test time in the current year. If a 
student group has fewer than 20 students enrolled, the group is excluded from reporting. 

 
2.​ For groups with at least 20 enrolled students, count the total number of students who were 

assessed using either the general assessment (e.g., Forward, ACT) or the alternate assessment 
(e.g., DLM).  

3.​ Students for whom this was their first year in the country are excluded from Achievement and 
Growth, as well as from test participation calculations. Do not include them in step 1 or 2 counts 
above. 
 

4.​ To determine each group’s current year participation rate, divide the number of students tested 
(the count from Step 2) by the number of students enrolled (the count from Step 1).  
 

Course and Program Data 
For information on the course and program data provided on the Postsecondary Preparation and Arts 
Course Information pages of the report card, please see the Course and Program Data Guide on the 
Report Card Resources page.  

 

37 
 

https://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/resources


Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction | Office of Educational Accountability 

Certain State & Local Law Violations Reporting 
2023 Wisconsin Act 12 created section 118.124, Wis. Stat., which requires schools with high school 
grades to collect statistics on certain violations of state and local laws that occur on school property 
during specified times.  Data from these statistics are required to be included on report cards under 
section 115.385 (1)(e), Wis. Stat. These data are provided for informational purposes only (not scored) 
and are reported by schools and districts to DPI. 
 
There are several limitations affecting the quality and completeness of this law violation reporting data. 
A non-exhaustive list of these limitations is available in the State and Local Law Violation Reporting 
Requirements document on the report card resources page. 
 

3rd Grade Reading 
2023 Wisconsin Act 20 created section 115.385 (1)(f), Wis. Stat., which requires report cards to include 
data on the percentage of pupils reading at grade level by the end of third grade. This is defined on the 
report cards as the percentage of third grade students in the Meeting and Advanced performance levels 
based on Forward reading and DLM ELA results. Only FAY students are included in this calculation. 
These data are provided for informational purposes only (not scored) and can be found on the On-Track 
to Graduation page of the report cards 

 
Resources 
Please visit the Report Card Resources page to find additional resources on report cards. You can 
also contact the OEA team with report card questions at reportcardhelp@dpi.wi.gov.  
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