Private School Choice Programs
[bookmark: _Hlk206573277]Random Selection and Waiting List Guidance, Tips and Examples
New October 2025 for 2026-27 School Year
This document includes DPI’s guidance for a school’s random selection process and for how schools place students on a waiting list for the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP), Racine Parental Choice Program (RPCP), and Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP). The information in this document is based on Wis. Stat. §§118.60 and 119.23 and Wis. Admin. Code PI 35 and PI 48.
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[bookmark: _Random_Selection_and][bookmark: _Random_Selection_and_1][bookmark: _Toc224208784]Random Selection and Waiting List Guidance
The information in this section is DPI’s guidance for a school’s random selection process and for how schools place students on a waiting list. All schools must utilize a process that meets the requirements under Wis. Stat. §§ 118.60 (3)(a) and/or 119.23(3)(a). Schools will report students on a school’s waiting list on the September and January count reports in the Online Application System (OAS) for each Choice program (MPCP, RPCP and/or WPCP) in which the school participates.
If a school has fewer eligible Choice applications than Choice seats available for all grade level(s), the school DOES NOT need to hold a random selection. 
· The school notifies all eligible Choice applicants of their acceptance to attend the school with a Choice voucher.
· For information regarding the timing for notifying applicants, schools may see the “Random Selection” section of the Random Selection Agreement and the “School Notification of Acceptance or Non-Acceptance to Applicants” section of the Application Process Bulletin, available on the Choice Programs: School Application Processing webpage.
If a school has more eligible Choice applications than Choice seats available for any grade level(s), the school holds a random selection and maintains a waiting list.
· Schools use a process defined by the school for documenting the school’s random selection and waiting list for the Choice program(s). 
· Schools include in their documentation which preferences categories permitted under state law the school provides AND how the school maintains the waiting list. 
· Schools follow a consistent practice for the random selection (including preference categories used) and for how students are placed on the waiting list for all applications periods for a school year. 
· Schools do NOT provide the school’s random selection/waiting list process/documentation to the DPI, unless requested. Schools will report students on a school’s waiting list on the September and January count reports in OAS for each Choice program (MPCP, RPCP and/or WPCP) in which the school participates.
· For information regarding the timing for holding a random selection and for notifying applicants of acceptance or non-acceptance, schools may see the “Random Selection” section of the Random Selection Agreement and the “Random Selection” and “School Notification of Acceptance or Non-Acceptance to Applicants” sections of the Application Process Bulletin, available on the Choice Programs: School Application Processing webpage.
· On the following pages, schools may see DPI’s guidance for schools that do not give preference in the random selection followed by the guidance for schools that give preference to students in the random selection. 

[bookmark: Schools_do_NOT_give_preference][bookmark: _Toc224208785]Schools that DO NOT give preference
[bookmark: _Hlk207016487]ALL students have an EQUAL CHANCE in the school’s random selection (i.e., regardless if they are prior year Choice students at your school, siblings of prior year Choice students at your school, prior year Choice students from a different school, siblings of prior year Choice students from a different School, or siblings of new students with a seat at your school). The school randomly* selects which students receive seats and which students are placed on a school’s waiting list. 
See the leftmost charts for ABC School’s February, March and April application periods in the Random Selection and Waiting List Examples section of this document for examples of this random selection and waiting list method.
Random Selection
1) The school randomly* selects a student and either gives a seat to the student if the school has space in the applicable grade or places the student on the waiting list. There is no preference given to any student. All students have the same chance of receiving a seat.
2) The school repeats this process until all students receive a seat or are placed on the waiting list.
Waiting List
1) Schools group students on the waiting list first by application period and then by the order determined via a random process* within each application period for a grade.
2) After the end of each application period, the school places students at the end of the waiting list in the order determined via a random process*.
3) Schools may notify students of their place on the waiting list.
[bookmark: random_process_examples_1]* Random Process: Examples of a how schools may randomly select students include pulling names out of a hat/bag, using the Rand function in Excel, etc. To use the Excel Rand function to create a random list of student names, schools may enter student names in a column in an Excel worksheet, enter the Rand function “=Rand()” in a separate column next to the student names column for each student name, and sort the columns by the random number. The Excel Rand function generates a random number between 0 and 1. The Excel Rand function changes results each time an Excel spreadsheet is opened and/or the function is rerun. Schools can copy and paste the results of the Rand function as values to maintain the original random number results.
[bookmark: Schools_give_preference][bookmark: _Toc224208786]Schools that give preference: 
Random Selection
[bookmark: _Hlk206505491]Listed in this section of the document are the five preference categories under Wis. Stat. §§ 118.60 (3)(a) and 119.23(3)(a). Schools may determine which preference categories they use for their random selection. Schools must use the preference categories in the order listed in this section for all preference categories that the school determines it will use. Schools include in their documentation of the school’s random selection process the preference categories for which the school gives preference. 
For schools that do not use all five categories, schools should use preference categories in order (i.e., use 1; use 1,2; use 1,2,3; use 1,2,3,4; or use 1,2,3,4,5), and ALL students in the categories the school is not using will have an EQUAL CHANCE in the school’s random selection (i.e., no preference for these students or their siblings). For example, if a school only uses categories 1 and 2, the school would give preference to all prior year Choice students from your school (category 1) followed by all siblings of prior year Choice students from your school (category 2). For all other students, the school randomly* selects which students (all have equal chance) receive seats and which students are placed on a school’s waiting list, regardless of whether they are a prior year Choice student from a different school (category 3), a sibling of a prior year Choice different school student (category 4), or a sibling of new student or other new student (category 5). Schools should follow a consistent practice for the preference categories used for all application periods and document which preference categories they will utilize schoolwide throughout the school year.
Per state law, students on the school’s previous year Choice waiting list do NOT receive preference in the school’s random selection for being on a waiting list in the previous year. Additionally, non-Choice school students (i.e., private pay students, Special Needs Scholarship (SNSP) students, other scholarship type students, etc.) do NOT receive preference in the school’s random selection because they attended the school in the previous year. These students could receive sibling preference, if applicable, under categories 2, 4 or 5 in the school’s random selection.
1) [bookmark: _Hlk208652571]Prior Year Choice Same School: The school determines which students attended your private school under any Choice program during the prior school year for all grade levels the school offers for the Choice program. The “Choice Pupil Prior Year” field in the OAS Export to Excel Function will have the result “Counted Same School” for these students. See the Tips section of this document for further information and tips for identifying these students. If your school does not have enough seats for all these students, the school should use a random process* to determine which students receive seats and which are placed on the waiting list for each grade level.
2) Siblings of Prior Year Choice Same School: The school determines which students are siblings of the students under number 1 for all grade levels the school offers for the Choice program. These siblings of students under number 1 may be new students or students that attended a different school under any Choice program in the prior school year. Schools may use data fields in the OAS Export to Excel function to identify these siblings. See the Tips section of this document for further information and tips for identifying these siblings. If your school does not have enough seats for all these students, the school should use a random process* to determine which students receive seats and which are placed on the waiting list for each grade level.
3) Prior Year Choice Different School: The school determines which students attended any other private school under any Choice program during the prior school year for all grade levels the school offers for the Choice program. The “Choice Pupil Prior Year” field in the OAS Export to Excel Function will have the result “Counted Different School” for these students. See the Tips section of this document for further information and tips for identifying these students. If your school does not have enough seats for all these students, the school should use a random process* to determine which students receive seats and which are placed on the waiting list for each grade level.
4) Siblings of Prior Year Choice Different School: The school determines which students are siblings of the students under number 3 for all grade levels the school offers for the Choice program. These siblings of students under number 3 would be new students. Schools may use data fields in the OAS Export to Excel function to identify these siblings. See the Tips section of this document for further information and tips for identifying these siblings. If your school does not have enough seats for all these students, the school should use a random process* to determine which students receive seats and which are placed on the waiting list for each grade level.
5) Siblings of New Students with Seat at Your School & Other New Students: The remaining students will be the new students that did not already receive a seat or that were not already placed on a waiting list under number 2 or 4.
If it is the school’s first open application period for a school year, the school will skip Step A and start with Step B. If it is the school’s second or later application period for a school year, the school will first complete Step A and then complete Step B. Schools may use data fields in the OAS Export to Excel function to identify siblings. See the Tips section of this document for further information and tips for identifying these siblings.
A. The school determines if any of these new students have siblings that received a seat at the school in a prior application period for the school year under 5. Schools may use data fields in the OAS Export to Excel function to identify these siblings. If the school does not have enough seats for all these students, the school should use a random process* to determine which students receive seats and which are placed on the waiting list for each grade level.
B. The school randomly* selects a new student and either gives a seat to the new student if the school has space in the applicable grade or the student is placed on the waiting list. If this student was given a seat, their sibling(s) in the same and/or different grades receive preference and are either offered a seat if the school has space in the applicable grade or placed on the waiting list. The school repeats this process until all new students in this preference category receive a seat or are placed on the waiting list.

Waiting List
Schools may use EITHER method below to place students on the school’s waiting list. Schools should follow a consistent practice for how students are placed on the waiting list for all applications periods for a school year.
· Place students on the waiting list for their grade at the end of the entire list. See the middle charts for ABC School’s February, March and April application periods in the Random Selection and Waiting List Examples section of this document for examples of this waiting list method for schools that give preference in the random selection.
· This method groups students on the waiting list first by application period and then by the preference category within each application period for a grade.
· After the end of each application period, the school places students at the end of the entire waiting list by their preference category.
· If there are multiple students placed on the waiting list in the same preference category group for an application period for a grade, the school should use a random process* to determine the order of the students within the preference category group within an application period.
· Schools may notify students of their place on the waiting list.
· Place students on the waiting list for their grade at the end of their preference category. See the rightmost charts for ABC School’s February, March and April application periods in the Random Selection and Waiting List Examples section of this document for examples of this waiting list method for schools that give preference in the random selection.
· This method groups students on the waiting list first by preference category and then by application period within each preference category for a grade.
· After the end of each application period, the school places students at the end of their random selection preference category group on the waiting list. Students may be placed ahead of students on the waiting list based on the random selection preference categories. As one example, a prior year Choice student from your school (preference category 1) that does not apply in the school’s initial application period, that applies in a future application period for your school (where there is a waiting list for the student’s grade), is placed on the school’s waiting list towards the top of the list in the “Prior Year Choice Same School” category group (by application period within this category group), placing the student ahead of other students that applied in prior application period(s) for the school that are in preference categories 2 through 5.
· If there are multiple students placed on the waiting list in the same preference category group for an application period for a grade, the school should use a random process* to determine the order of the students within the preference category group for that application period.
· Starting with the school’s second and later application period(s), the school should place students on the waiting list prior to offering seats because the student order on the waiting list can change when students are added to the list under this waiting list method.
· Schools may notify students of their place on the waiting list. If schools using this waiting list method inform students of their place on the waiting list, the school should inform students that their place on the waiting list may change as students applying in future open application periods are added to the list.
[bookmark: random_process_examples_2][bookmark: _Toc206578564]* Random Process: Examples of a how schools may randomly select students include pulling names out of a hat/bag, using the Rand function in Excel, etc. To use the Excel Rand function to create a random list of student names, schools may enter student names in a column in an Excel worksheet, enter the Rand function “=Rand()” in a separate column next to the student names column for each student name, and sort the columns by the random number. The Excel Rand function generates a random number between 0 and 1. The Excel Rand function changes results each time an Excel spreadsheet is opened and/or the function is rerun. Schools can copy and paste the results of the Rand function as values to maintain the original random number results.

[bookmark: _Tips_for_Identifying_1][bookmark: _Toc224208787]Tips for Identifying Prior Year Choice Students Attending Your School or a Different School in the Prior Year AND Tips for Identifying Siblings
[bookmark: _Toc224208788][bookmark: _Hlk203649574]Identifying Prior Year Choice Students Attending Your School or a Different School in the Prior Year
Choice schools who give preference in the random selection may use the OAS “Export to Excel” function to identify prior year Choice students, who applied to your school, that attended any private school (your school or a different private school) under a Choice program during the prior year. Schools may use the data field “Choice Pupil Prior Year”, available in the “App - Miscellaneous” section of the OAS “Export to Excel” screen. The “Choice Pupil Prior Year” field will contain the following results:
· “Counted Same School” if the student was counted in the prior school year on either the 3rd Friday September or the 2nd Friday January Count Report at the same Choice school.
· “Counted Different School” if the student was counted in the prior school year on either the 3rd Friday September or the 2nd Friday January Count Report at a different Choice school.
· “Not counted” if the student was not counted in the prior school year on either the 3rd Friday September or the 2nd Friday January Count Report at a Choice school.
For additional information and instructions regarding the “Choice Pupil Prior Year” data field, see the question “How can schools see in OAS if a student participated in the Choice program in the prior school year?” in the Student Eligibility and the Application Grade or Prior Year Requirement Bulletin, available on the Choice Programs: School Application Processing webpage.
Reminder: The “Cont” column on the Application Summary screen in OAS should NOT be used to determine if a student participated in the Choice program in the prior school year. This data field indicates whether or not the student application is a continuing student for the purposes of income, which includes both students who participated in any Choice program in the prior year AND also students on a Choice waiting list in the prior year applying to the same Choice program.
[bookmark: _Toc224208789]Identifying Siblings
For the Choice program, a family is a group of two or more people who reside together as part of the same household and who are related by birth, marriage, or adoption.
· Students who reside in the same household that are related by birth, marriage, or adoption are considered siblings for the Choice program. Students residing in the same household that are legally adopted or that are step siblings via marriage are considered siblings for the Choice program.
· DPI’s guidance is that schools may determine if they will give sibling preference for a student in Foster Care or Kinship Care that resides in the same household as another Choice student. The school should be consistent for all families.
Choice schools who give preference in the random selection may use the OAS “Export to Excel” function to identify siblings of students.
· Schools may use the data field “Email” available in the “Contact Info” section of the OAS “Export to Excel” screen. Students with the same email address are considered siblings for the purposes of the Choice program (i.e., parents apply and enter students that reside in the same household under their email address).
· Schools may also use the “Address” and “City” data fields in the “Contact Info” section of the OAS “Export to Excel” screen to identify students that reside at the same address to determine potential siblings of students.
· Schools may also use the parent name(s) and marriage status data fields in the “1st Parent Data / Family Parent Name” and “2nd Parent Data” sections of the OAS “Export to Excel” screen to identify potential siblings.
	[image: DPI logo. Silhouette of adult and child reading together.]
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Choice schools may also use their Student Information System (SIS) and/or other school records/systems to identify siblings.
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[bookmark: _Random_Selection_and_2][bookmark: _Toc206578563][bookmark: _Toc224208790]Random Selection and Waiting List Examples 
The charts on the following pages are examples of DPI’s guidance for the different methods for placing students on the waiting list: No Preference, Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List, and Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category. All schools must utilize a method that meets the requirements under Wis. Stat. §§ 118.60 (3)(a) and/or 119.23(3)(a).
· The pictures on the following pages of the waiting list charts are available in an Excel file on the Choice Programs: School Application Processing webpage.
· While the charts on the following pages are an example for one grade (K5), the school would maintain a waiting list for all grades that the school offers for the Choice program that the school has more eligible applications than Choice seats available.
· For the Random Selection and Waiting List Examples in this document, ABC school participates in one Choice program, the WPCP.   Schools will report students on a school’s waiting list on the September and January count reports in OAS for each Choice program (MPCP, RPCP and/or WPCP) in which the school participates.
· The charts on the following pages show ABC school’s waiting list after the February, March and April application periods for grade K5 for the different methods for placing students on the waiting list: No Preference (leftmost charts on the following pages), Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List (middle charts on the following pages), and Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category (rightmost charts on the following pages). 
· [bookmark: _Hlk205382494]Schools use one of these methods (No Preference, Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List, and Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category) for placing students on the waiting list for all application periods for a school year. Schools follow a consistent practice for how students are placed on the waiting list for all applications periods for a school year.
· For the charts on the following pages where ABC school gives preference to students in the school’s random selection (middle and rightmost charts on the following pages), ABC School determined it would use all five preference categories. See the “Random Selection” section of the Schools Give Preference section in this document for information on the five preference categories allowed per state law under Wis. Stat. §§ 118.60 (3)(a) and/or 119.23(3)(a). Schools that give preference to students in the school’s random selection must use the preference categories the school determines it will use in the order listed in the Schools Give Preference section in this document. 
· Grey Lines on Charts: The grey lines on the charts show where students that apply in future application periods are added to the waiting list.
· For the No Preference method (leftmost charts on the following pages) and the Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List method (middle charts on the following pages), the grey lines are at the end of the list for an application period because under both of these methods the students applying in the next application period are added to the end of the entire list after the grey line. 
· For the Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category method (rightmost charts on the following pages), the grey lines are after each preference category group because students applying in the next application period are added at the end of their preference category group. Additionally, all preference categories (Prior Year Choice Same School, Siblings of Prior Year Choice Same School, Prior Year Choice Different School, Siblings of Prior Year Choice Different School, Siblings of New Student with Seat at Your School and New Student) are included on the Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category method charts (rightmost charts on the following pages) even if there are no students in the category because students could be added to the category that apply in a future application period.
· Schools may see the “Random Selection” section of the Random Selection Agreement, available on the Choice Programs: School Application Processing webpage, regarding the timing for holding a random selection and notifying applicants of acceptance or non-acceptance. 
· Schools may see Random Selection and Waiting List Guidance section of this document for DPI’s guidance regarding a school’s random selection and waiting list and how schools determine which students are offered seats and which students ae placed on the waiting list.

[bookmark: _Toc224208791]ABC School February Application Period Example: 
· ABC School had 20 Choice seats available for the February application period for grade K5. ABC School received 28 eligible Choice applications for grade K5. ABC School offered 20 Choice seats to K5 students and placed eight K5 students on the school’s Choice waiting list. 
· The charts below show ABC school’s waiting list after the February application period for grade K5 under the different methods for placing students on the waiting list: No Preference, Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List, and Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category. Schools use one of these methods for placing students on the waiting list for all application periods for a school year. Schools should follow a consistent practice for how students are placed on the waiting list for all applications periods for a school year.
· For the No Preference method (leftmost chart):
· For the school’s first open application period of the school year, under this method the students are different than the students on the charts for the give preference methods because the students were randomly selected (i.e., under the No Preference method all students had the same equal chance in the random selection). As a result, some prior year Choice students and siblings did not get Choice seats and were placed on the waiting list under this method, where under the other methods they may get a Choice seat. 
· For the school’s second and later application period(s) for a school year, the students are added to the end of the entire list under this method. The grey line on the chart shows where students that apply in the school’s next application periods are added to the waiting list under this method.
· The student’s order number on the waiting list will NOT increase when students that apply in future application periods are added to the waiting list under this method.
· For the Give Preference methods (middle and rightmost charts): 
· For the school’s first open application period of the school year, the same students are added to the waiting list in the same order for the Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List and the Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category methods. 
· For the school’s second and later application period(s) for a school year, the same students are added to the waiting list for the Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List and the Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category methods; HOWEVER, the order in which they are placed on the waiting list is different. The grey lines on the charts show where students that apply in the school’s next application period are added to the waiting list.
· For the Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List method, the students that apply in the school’s next application period are added to the end of the entire list. The student’s order number on the waiting list will NOT increase when students applying in future application periods are added to the waiting list under this method.
· For the Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category method, the students that apply in the school’s next application period are added to the end of their preference category group. The student’s order number on the waiting list may increase when students applying in future application periods are added to the list under this method.
[image: ABC school’s waiting list after the February application period for grade K5 under the different methods for placing students on the waiting list: No Preference, Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List, and Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category. Chart is available in an Excel file on the Choice Programs: School Application Processing webpage.]

[bookmark: _Toc224208792]ABC School March Period Example: 
· ABC school did NOT add Choice seats and/or have any students withdraw prior to the March application period. Therefore, no additional Choice seats are given out after the March application period. Reminder: For the second and later application period(s), after the end of the application period, schools should place students on the waiting list prior to offering seats because the student order on the waiting list can change when students are added for schools using the Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category method.
· ABC school received five additional eligible Choice K5 applications in the March application period (Sarah, Suzie, Marty, Abigail and Julie). These students are added to the waiting list after the end of the application period.
· The charts below show ABC school’s waiting list for grade K5 after the March application period under the different methods for placing students on the waiting list: No Preference, Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List, and Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category. Schools use one of these methods for placing students on the waiting list for all application periods for a school year. Schools should follow a consistent practice for how students are placed on the waiting list for all applications periods for a school year.
· [bookmark: _Hlk205966844]For the No Preference method (leftmost chart), the five students that applied in the March application period are added to the end of the entire list in a random order. For the students on the waiting list from the February application period, their waiting list order number does not increase/change when the students that applied in March are added to the list under this method.
· For the Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List method (middle chart), the five students that applied in the March application period are added at the end of the entire list in order of their preference category. For the students on the waiting list from the February application period, their waiting list order number does not increase/change when the students that applied in March are added to the list under this method.
· For the Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category (rightmost chart), the five students that applied in the March application period are added at the end of their preference category group in order of application period. For the students on the waiting list from the February application period, their waiting list order number may increase/change when the students that applied in March are added to the list under this method.
[image: ABC school’s waiting list for grade K5 after the March application period under the different methods for placing students on the waiting list: No Preference, Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List, and Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category. Chart is available in an Excel file on the Choice Programs: School Application Processing webpage.]

[bookmark: _Toc224208793]ABC School April Application Period Example (see this page and following page):
· ABC school added two Choice seats for grade K5 prior to the April application period and had three students withdraw prior to the April application period. Therefore, the school plans to give out five seats for K5 after the end of the April application period. Reminder: For the second and later application period(s), after the end of the application period, schools should place students on the waiting list prior to offering seats because the student order on the waiting list can change when students are added for school’s using the Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category method.
· Two additional students applied in the April application period (Robert and Bill). These two students are added to the waiting list after the end of the application period and prior to the school giving out the five seats.
· The charts below show ABC school’s waiting list for grade K5 AFTER the end of the April application period, AFTER the school adds the two students that applied in the April application period under the different methods for placing students on the waiting list, and BEFORE the school gives out the five seats for grade K5. Schools use one of these methods for placing students on the waiting list for all application periods for a school year. Schools should follow a consistent practice for how students are placed on the waiting list for all applications periods for a school year.
· For the No Preference method (leftmost chart), the two students that applied in the April application period are added to the end of the entire list in a random order as shown in the leftmost chart below. For the students on the waiting list from the February or March application period, their waiting list order number does not increase/change when the students that applied in April are added to the list under this method. Next, the school would offer seats to the five students in on green the leftmost chart (Joseph, Thomas, Emily, Randy and Todd) and remove them from the waiting list (see chart on the following page).
· For the Give Preference - Add to End of Entire List method (middle chart), the two students that applied in the April application period are added at the end of the entire list in order of their preference category as shown in the middle chart below. For the students on the waiting list from the February or March application period, their waiting list order number does not increase/change when the students that applied in April are added to the list under this method. Next, the school would offer seats to the five students in green on the middle chart (Sally, Mike, Josh, John and Todd) and remove them from the waiting list (see chart on the following page).
· For the Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category (rightmost chart), the two students that applied in the April application period are added at the end of their preference category group in order of application period as shown in the rightmost chart below. For the students on the waiting list from the February or March application period, their waiting list order number may increase/change when the students that applied in April are added to the list under this method. Next, the school would offer seats to the five students in green on the rightmost chart (Sarah, Suzie, Robert, Sally, and Mike) and remove them from the waiting list (see chart on the following page).
[image: ABC school’s waiting list for grade K5 AFTER the end of the April application period, AFTER the school adds the two students that applied in the April application period under the different methods for placing students on the waiting list, and BEFORE the school gives out the five seats for grade K5. Chart is available in an Excel file on the Choice Programs: School Application Processing webpage.]

[bookmark: _Toc224208794]ABC School April Application Period Example (continued):
· The charts below show ABC school’s waiting list AFTER the end of the April application period, AFTER the school adds the two students that applied in the April application period, and AFTER the school removes the five students that were offered seats for grade K5 after the April application period.
[image: ABC school’s waiting list AFTER the end of the April application period, AFTER the school adds the two students that applied in the April application period, and AFTER the school removes the five students that were offered seats for grade K5 after the April application period. Chart is available in an Excel file on the Choice Programs: School Application Processing webpage.]
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Feb App Period

Give Preference - Add to End of Entire Waiting List

Students Grouped by Application Period then by Preference Category within Application Period

Feb App Period

Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category

Students Grouped by Preference Category then by Application Period Within Preference Category

Grade Student Name

Random Selection

Preference Category [Note 1]
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[Note 2]

K5 Joseph Clark 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 1 K5 Sally Walker 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 1 K5 No Students 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Feb

K5 Thomas Hill 5B-New Student Feb 2 K5 Mike Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 2

K5 Emily Smith 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Feb 3 K5 Josh Adams 3-Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 3 K5 Sally Walker 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 1

K5 Randy Jackson 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 4 K5 John Nelson 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 4 K5 Mike Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 2

K5 Todd Baker 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 5 K5 Todd Baker 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 5

K5 Amy Parker 5B-New Student Feb 6 K5 Emily Smith 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Feb 6 K5 Josh Adams 3-Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 3

K5 Michelle Moore 3-Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 7 K5 Thomas Hill 5B-New Student Feb 7

K5 Ben Lee 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 8 K5 Amy Parker 5B-New Student Feb 8 K5 John Nelson 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 4

K5 Todd Baker 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 5

Note_1

Random Selection Preference Group does NOT need to be included on the school's waiting list documentation K5 Emily Smith 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Feb 6

for schools that do not give preference. Shown here for example purposes to illustrate that continuing students

from same school in the prior year could be on waiting list using this random selection  method. Since students K5 Thomas Hill 5B-New Student Feb 7

are randomly selected (no preference), different students get seats, and different students are on waiting list K5 Amy Parker 5B-New Student Feb 8

using this method versus one of the give preference method option examples.

Note 2

Waiting List Order Number can increase for some students on the waiting list when additional students applying 
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Mar App Period

No Preference - Add to End of Entire Waiting List

Students Grouped by Application Period then Randomly within Application Period

Mar App Period

Give Preference - Add to End of Entire Waiting List

Students Grouped by Application Period then by Preference Category within Application Period

Mar App Period

Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category

Students Grouped by Preference Category then by Application Period Within Preference Category

Grade Student Name

Random Selection

Preference Category [Note 3]

Application 

Period

Student 

Applied

Waiting 

List

Order 

Number

Grade Student Name

Random Selection

Preference Category 

Application 

Period

Student 

Applied

Waiting 

List

Order 

Number

Grade Student Name

Random Selection

Preference Category 

Application 

Period

Student 

Applied

Waiting 

List

Order 

Number 

[Note 4]

K5 Joseph Clark 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 1 K5 Sally Walker 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 1 K5 Sarah Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 1

K5 Thomas Hill 5B-New Student Feb 2 K5 Mike Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 2 K5 Suzie Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 2

K5 Emily Smith 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Feb 3 K5 Josh Adams 3-Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 3

K5 Randy Jackson 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 4 K5 John Nelson 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 4 K5 Sally Walker 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 3

K5 Todd Baker 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 5 K5 Todd Baker 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 5 K5 Mike Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 4

K5 Amy Parker 5B-New Student Feb 6 K5 Emily Smith 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Feb 6 K5 Marty Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 5

K5 Michelle Moore 3-Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 7 K5 Thomas Hill 5B-New Student Feb 7

K5 Ben Lee 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 8 K5 Amy Parker 5B-New Student Feb 8 K5 Josh Adams 3-Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 6

K5 Julie Jones 5B-New Student Mar 9 K5 Sarah Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 9 K5 John Nelson 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 7

K5 Marty Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 10 K5 Suzie Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 10 K5 Todd Baker 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 8

K5 Sarah Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 11 K5 Marty Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 11

K5 Abigail Harris 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Mar 12 K5 Abigail Harris 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Mar 12 K5 Emily Smith 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Feb 9

K5 Suzie Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 13 K5 Julie Jones 5B-New Student Mar 13 K5 Abigail Harris 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Mar 10

Note_3 K5 Thomas Hill 5B-New Student Feb 11

Random Selection Preference Group does NOT need to be included on the school's waiting list documentation K5 Amy Parker 5B-New Student Feb 12

for schools that do not give preference. Shown here for example purposes to illustrate that continuing students K5 Julie Jones 5B-New Student Mar 13

from same school in the prior year could be on waiting list using this random selection  method. Since students Note 4

are randomly selected (no preference), different students get seats, and different students are on waiting list Waiting List Order Number can increase for some students on the waiting list when additional students applying 

using this method versus one of the give preference method option examples. in future application period(s) are added to the waiting list.
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Apr App Period

No Preference - Add to End of Entire Waiting List

After Add Applicants to End of Entire Waiting List and Before Seats Given Out

Students Grouped by Application Period then Randomly within Application Period

Apr App Period

Give Preference - Add to End of Entire Waiting List

After Add Applicants to End of Entire Waiting List and Before Seats Given Out

Students Grouped by Application Period then by Preference Category within Application Period

Apr App Period

Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Category

After Add Applicants to End of Preference Category and Before Seats Given Out

Students Grouped by Preference Group then by Application Period Within Preference Category
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Application 

Period

Student 

Applied

Waiting 

List

Order 

Number

Grade Student Name

Random Selection

Preference Category 

Application 

Period

Student 

Applied

Waiting 

List

Order 

Number

Grade Student Name

Random Selection

Preference Category 

Application 

Period

Student 

Applied

Waiting 

List

Order 

Number 

[Note 6]

K5 Joseph Clark 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 1 K5 Sally Walker 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 1 K5 Sarah Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 1

K5 Thomas Hill 5B-New Student Feb 2 K5 Mike Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 2 K5 Suzie Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 2

K5 Emily Smith 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Feb 3 K5 Josh Adams 3-Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 3 K5 Robert Collins 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Apr 3

K5 Randy Jackson 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 4 K5 John Nelson 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 4

K5 Todd Baker 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 5 K5 Todd Baker 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 5 K5 Sally Walker 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 4

K5 Amy Parker 5B-New Student Feb 6 K5 Emily Smith 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Feb 6 K5 Mike Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 5

K5 Michelle Moore 3-Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 7 K5 Thomas Hill 5B-New Student Feb 7 K5 Marty Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 6

K5 Ben Lee 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 8 K5 Amy Parker 5B-New Student Feb 8 K5 Bill Johnson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Apr 7

K5 Julie Jones 5B-New Student Mar 9 K5 Sarah Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 9 K5 Josh Adams 3-Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 8

K5 Marty Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 10 K5 Suzie Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 10

K5 Sarah Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 11 K5 Marty Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 11 K5 John Nelson 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 9

K5 Abigail Harris 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Mar 12 K5 Abigail Harris 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Mar 12 K5 Todd Baker 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 10

K5 Suzie Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 13 K5 Julie Jones 5B-New Student Mar 13

K5 Emily Smith 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Feb 11

K5 Bill Johnson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Apr 14 K5 Robert Collins 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Apr 14 K5 Abigail Harris 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Mar 12

K5 Robert Collins 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Apr 15 K5 Bill Johnson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Apr 15

K5 Thomas Hill 5B-New Student Feb 13

Note 5 K5 Amy Parker 5B-New Student Feb 14

Random Selection Preference Group does NOT need to be included on the school's waiting list documentation K5 Julie Jones 5B-New Student Mar 15

for schools that do not give preference. Shown here for example purposes to illustrate that continuing students Note 6

from same school in the prior year could be on waiting list using this random selection  method. Since students Waiting List Order Number can increase for some students on the waiting list when additional students applying 

are randomly selected (no preference), different students get seats, and different students are on waiting list in future application period(s) are added to the waiting list.

using this method versus one of the give preference method option examples.
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Apr App Period (Continued)

No Preference - Add to End of Entire Waiting List

After Seats Given Out

Students Grouped by Application Period then Randomly within Application Period

Apr App Period (Continued)

 Give Preference - Add to End of Entire Waiting List

After Seats Given Out

Students Grouped by Application Period then by Preference Group within Application Period

Apr App Period (Continued)

 Give Preference - Add to End of Preference Group

After Seats Given Out

Students Grouped by Preference Group then by Application Period Within Preference Group
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[Note 8]

K5 Amy Parker 5B-New Student Feb 1 K5 Emily Smith 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Feb 1 K5 No Students 1-Prior Year Choice Same School

K5 Michelle Moore 3-Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 2 K5 Thomas Hill 5B-New Student Feb 2

K5 Ben Lee 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Feb 3 K5 Amy Parker 5B-New Student Feb 3 K5 Marty Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 1

K5 Bill Johnson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Apr 2

K5 Julie Jones 5B-New Student Mar 4 K5 Sarah Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 4

K5 Marty Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 5 K5 Suzie Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 5 K5 Josh Adams 3-Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 3

K5 Sarah Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 6 K5 Marty Wilson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 6

K5 Abigail Harris 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Mar 7 K5 Abigail Harris 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Mar 7 K5 John Nelson 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 4

K5 Suzie Martin 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Mar 8 K5 Julie Jones 5B-New Student Mar 8 K5 Todd Baker 4-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Different School Feb 5

K5 Bill Johnson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Apr 9 K5 Robert Collins 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Apr 9 K5 Emily Smith 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Feb 6

K5 Robert Collins 1-Prior Year Choice Same School Apr 10 K5 Bill Johnson 2-Sibling of Prior Year Choice Same School Apr 10 K5 Abigail Harris 5A-Sibling of New Student with Seat at Your School Mar 7

Note 7 K5 Thomas Hill 5B-New Student Feb 8

Random Selection Preference Group does NOT need to be included on the school's waiting list documentation K5 Amy Parker 5B-New Student Feb 9

for schools that do not give preference. Shown here for example purposes to illustrate that continuing students K5 Julie Jones 5B-New Student Mar 10

from same school in the prior year could be on waiting list using this random selection  method. Since students Note 8

are randomly selected (no preference), different students get seats, and different students are on waiting list Waiting List Order Number can increase for some students on the waiting list when additional students applying 

using this method versus one of the give preference method option examples. in future application period(s) are added to the waiting list.
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