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Wisconsin Public Library Annual Report

• Required by Wisconsin Statute §43.58(6)

• Due March 1 (or February 29 in a leap year)

• Includes financial information and “data 
concerning library materials, facilities, 
personnel, operations and such other 
information as the division requires.” 



Getting Started

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/libraries/Publib/Data-
Reporting/Training-Materials/getting_started_new_directors.pdf

• What data do you need to 
collect? 

• Who can help?

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/libraries/Publib/Data-Reporting/Training-Materials/getting_started_new_directors.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/libraries/Publib/Data-Reporting/Training-Materials/getting_started_new_directors.pdf


Getting Started

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/libraries/Publib/Data-
Reporting/Training-Materials/getting_started_new_directors.pdf

• Financial data

• Note: the annual report is not 
meant to be a complete budget 
or audit

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/libraries/Publib/Data-Reporting/Training-Materials/getting_started_new_directors.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/libraries/Publib/Data-Reporting/Training-Materials/getting_started_new_directors.pdf


Finding comparative data

• IMLS Public Library Survey 
data files available online

• Wisconsin Public Library 
Service Data is available on 
our website going back as 
far as 1996

https://www.imls.gov/research-evaluation/surveys/public-libraries-survey-pls
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/data-reporting/service-data
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/data-reporting/service-data


Using data for planning

• Resources from DPI Division for 
Libraries and Technology

Wisconsin Public Library Standards

Public Library Space Planning Outline

LibPAS Infographics



WPLC Data Dashboard

• wplc.info/dashboard 

• Includes built-in training data – 
click through to learn how to use it

• View snapshot data and trend data

• Compare to cohort averages, by 
population size band, or by library

• Available through June 2025

https://wplc.info/dashboard


SCLS Data Dashboard

• www.scls.info/data-statistics

• Includes statewide data in 
addition to data for SCLS 
member libraries

• “Fast Facts” and per capita 
comparisons available based 
on annual report data

https://www.scls.info/data-statistics


Share data with your community

L to R: Appleton Public Library, Madison Public Library, 
                La Crosse Public Library



Questions?
Teresa Schmidt

Public Library Administration Consultant
Wisconsin DPI Library Services

teresa.Schmidt@dpi.wi.gov
608-224-6167

mailto:teresa.Schmidt@dpi.wi.gov
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