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Bureau of Libraries services 

AE  
Administrative Essentials for Wisconsin Public Library Directors   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/governance-administration/directors 
Information guide for public library directors in Wisconsin, often referred to as "AE #" 
where # = the chapter of Administrative Essentials. 

 

BadgerLink  
Wisconsin's online library   
https://badgerlink.dpi.wi.gov/ 
A collection of online full text newspapers, magazines, journals, curriculum support 
materials, genealogy resources, auto and small engine repair, and other reference 
collections managed by BoL staff. Resources are provided through state of Wisconsin 
appropriations, while support staff are funded by LSTA Grants to States funding. 

 

BCBS  
Building Community Based Summers   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/youth-services 
Building Community-Based Summers helps libraries "include the voices of all groups in the 
community when designing and delivering summer library services." BoL provides BCBS 
training to a cohort of youth services staff each year. 

 

GLL  
Games, Learning, and Libraries   
https://wlresources.dpi.wi.gov/groups/wisconsin-games-learning-libraries-cohort/173/ 
Resource sharing and networking services for public, school, and academic librarians and 
educators interested in the beneficial learning principles found in well-designed games of 
all types. 

 

IDEA  
Inclusion, diversity, equity and access   
https://www.wislibidea.com/ 
The WisLibIDEA website is for any Wisconsin public library staff member interested in 
devoting more time to learning about Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion and how to bring that 
learning to their libraries and communities. 

 

LAWDS  
Libraries Activating Workforce Development Skills   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/adult-services/workforce-assistance 
Federal grant to help librarians provide workforce development skill, made possible in part 
by the Institute of Museum and Library Services’ Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian 
program. 
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PotM  
Policy of the Month Club   
https://wlresources.dpi.wi.gov/groups/public-library-policy-resources/847/ 
Monthly communications and resource sharing on the topic of Wisconsin public library 
policy development. 

 

TE  
Trustee Essentials: a Handbook for Wisconsin Public Library Trustees   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/governance-administration/trustees 
Information guide for public library board trustees, often referred to as "TE #" where # = 
the chapter of Trustee Essentials. For example, TE4 referrs to Trustee Essentials chapter 
4, "Effective Board Meetings and Trustee Participation." 

 

WDA  
Wisconsin Digital Archives   
https://www.wistatedocuments.org/ 
The Wisconsin Digital Archives is a permanent, online collection of full-text electronic 
state government publications that were previously only available on individual Wisconsin 
state agency websites. The collection focuses on born-digital items published by state 
agencies from 2001 to present and also contains select, older digitized items. 

 

WSDLC  
Wisconsin Schools Digital Library Consortium   
https://wsdlc.org/ 
Providing digital books, audiobooks, and magazines to Wisconsin K12 school districts. 

 

WTBBL  
Wisconsin Talking Book and Braille Library   
https://dpi.wi.gov/talkingbooks 
Provides audiobooks and brailled materials to Wisconsin residents who cannot read or use 
regular print materials as a result of temporary or permanent visual or physical 
limitationsMade available by the Milwaukee Public Library, Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction, and the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled. 
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General business & government terms 

ADA  
Americans with Disabilities Act   
https://www.ada.gov/ 
A civil rights law which protects the rights of disabled individuals, prohibiting 
discrimination in the workforce, school, transportation, and all areas that are open to the 
general public. 

 

API  
Application Programming Interface   
A set of defined rules that allows software applications to share data and information 
across platforms. 

 

ARPA  
American Rescue Plan Act   
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/about-the-american-rescue-plan 
A 2021 federal program to provide economic assistance during the COVID-19 pandemic 

 

COOP  
Continuation of Operations Plan   
https://doa.wi.gov/Pages/DoingBusiness/DEO_COOP_COG.aspx 
Plans designed to ensure the continuity of government operations in case of major 
emergencies including pandemics, terrorist attacks, and natural disasters. 

 

HSA  
Health Savings Account   
"...a tax-advantaged medical savings account available to taxpayers in the United States 
who are enrolled in a high-deductible health plan." 

 

ISP  
Internet Service Provider   
Provides services required for accessing the internet. WiscNet is the ISP for over half of 
public schools and libraries in Wisconsin. 

 

LAN  
Local Area Network   
Network of computers and other devices in relatively close proximity, such as within a 
building. 

 

MOU  
Memorandum of Understanding   
A document outlining a mutual agreement or responsibilties between two or more parties 
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NDA  
Non-disclosure agreement   
Legal contract or binding agreement that outlines confidential information, also known as 
a confidentiality agreement or proprietary information agreement. 

 

RFB  
Request for Bid   
https://doa.wi.gov/Pages/ContractTools.aspx 
A competitive bidding method for selecting suppliers of goods and services. Used when an 
agency can develop clear specifications for the item(s) to be procured. The criteria must 
not restrict competition and the award is made to the lowest cost bidder that meets all 
requirements. 

 

RFP  
Request for Proposal   
https://doa.wi.gov/Pages/ContractTools.aspx 
A competitive bidding method for selecting suppliers of goods and services. Used to solicit 
proposals where an award cannot be made strictly on specifications or price. Vendors are 
given an opportunity to propose how they would provide a product or service, and an 
evaluation committee scores proposals. 

 

SLA  
Service level agreement   
Terms of service that include items like quality of service, response times for technical 
support, and responsibilities 

 

URL  
Universal Resource Locator   
Website address 

 

USPS  
United States Postal Service   
Library materials that are not sent in interlibrary loan via the statewide delivery network 
are typically mailed using the USPS library materials rate. 

 

WAN  
Wide Area Network   
A telecommunications network that extends across a large geographic area. 
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General library terminology 

A/V  
Audio/Visual materials   
A/V refers to library materials such as DVDs and VHS tapes, CDs and audiobooks, 
photographs, and films. 

 

AS  
Adult services   
Library services provided to adults 

 

CE  
Continuing Education   
A broad term indicating a variety of post-secondary learning activities and programs for 
library staff and professionals. 

 

circ  
Circulation   
A count of library material check outs and renewals, or a reference to the process of 
providing library materials to cardholders. 

 

IF  
Intellectual Freedom   
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/oif 
The right of an individual to access, express, and share ideas and information. 

 

ILS  
Integrated Library System   
A computer-based system that manages library operations, staff workflows, collection 
management, patron information, catalog records, and circulation records, and connects to 
the OPAC. 

 

IS  
Inclusive Services   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/inclusive-services 
Inclusive services reflect equity and accessibility for all members of the community. 

 

JLA  
Joint library agreement   
Intergovernmental agreement between two or more municipalities or a county and one or 
more municipalities, defining the terms and responsibilities for operating a joint library 
supported by the agreement participants. Requirements are defined in Wis. Stat. § 43.53. 
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LMS  
Learning Management System   
Software for delivering and tracking educational courses or training progams. 

 

LMS  
Library Media Specialist   
Library Media Specialists are licensed school library media staff who direct and coordinate 
a public school district’s library media program. 

 

MARC or MARC21  
Machine Readable Cataloging   
the Library of Congress Understanding MARC Records pages 
A data format developed by the Library of Congress to enable efficient electronic sharing 
of catalog records. MARC records are bibliographic records compiled in a uniform, text-
based record that allow catalog records of library materials to be discoverable across 
computer-based platforms. MARC became USMARC in the 1980s and MARC 21 in the 
late 1990s. 

 

MLS or MLIS  
Master of Library Science / Master of Library and Information Science   
Masters degree commonly held by librarians 

 

OER  
Open Education Resources   
Teaching, learning, and research materials created and licensed to be free for the end user 
to use, share, and modify. WISELearn is an OER repository maintained by the Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction. 

 

OPAC  
Online Public Access Catalog   
An online catalog of a library's or library consortium's collections, typically made available 
to the public through a web interface. 

 

RDA  
Resource Description and Access   
https://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/ 
Cataloging rules replacing the AACR2 

 

RM  
Records Management   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/records 
The process of retaining and organizing public records in compliance with the Wisconsin 
public records law 

 

SLP or SRP  
Summer Library Program or Summer Reading Program   
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YS  
Youth services   
Library services provided to children and young adults. 
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Government organizations & services 

Act 150/420  
Wisconsin 1997 Act 150 and Wisconsin 2005 Act 420   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/funding-budgets/county-funding 
Wisconsin legislative acts that define the requirements for county payments to public 
libraries for serivces provided to residents of municipalities that do not support a public 
library in the county that the library is located in and in adjacent counties. The passage of 
2013 Act 157 also provided consolidated county public libraries the option to bill adjacent 
counties for service. Together, these acts shape Wis. Stat. § 43.12 County payment for 
library services. 

 

Act 20  
Wisconsin 2023 Act 20   
https://dpi.wi.gov/wi-reads/act-20-resources 
Wisconsin legislative act related to reading instruction in public schools and early literacy 
intervention programs, and creating the Office of Literacy. 

 

CCBC  
Cooperative Children's Book Center   
https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/ 
A non-circulating library of the school of Education at UW-Madison, offering resources to 
educators and librarians about children's and young adult literature, Intellectual Freedom, 
book challenges, and more. 

 

CCIC  
Childcare Information Center   
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ccic 
A lending library and information clearinghouse for child care providers and families in 
Wisconsin. 

 

CESA  
Cooperative Educational Service Agency   
https://dpi.wi.gov/cesa 
Twelve regional organizations providing support services to school districts in Wisconsin. 

 

COLAND  
Council on Library and Network Development   
https://dpi.wi.gov/coland 
A 19-member council appointed by the governor as a forum through which librarians and 
members of the public identify, study, and collect public testimony on issues affecting 
Wisconsin libraries and other information services. The State Superintendant of Public 
Instruction and the Division are required by Wis. Stat. § 43.07 to consult with COLAND 
when performing duties related to library service. 
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DOA  
Department of Administration   
https://doa.wi.gov/Pages/home.aspx 
A department of the Wisconsin executive branch that provides a range of services and 
programs. A key function is "…to help the governor develop and implement the state 
budget and to support other state agencies and their programs by offering services such as 
centralized purchasing and financial management." 

 

E-Rate  
E-Rate Schools and Libraries program   
https://www.usac.org/e-rate/ 
Provides funding towards internet access, telecommunications services, and related 
equipment for schools and libraries. 

 

FSCS  
Federal-State Cooperative System   
https://www.imls.gov/research-evaluation/data 
A cooperative program between the federal government and the states, whose data on 
public libraries is received from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS). 
Public libraries are assigned FSCS codes, which consist of two letters that identify the 
state and four numbers to identify the library system and branch. 

 

IAL  
Innovative Approaches to Literacy   
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/well-rounded-education-
grants/innovative-approaches-literacy 
A federal discretionary grant program to improve literacy skills for children and students. 

 

IMLS  
Institute for Museum and Library Services   
IMLS 
Independent federal agency that supports libraries, archives and museums in all 50 states 
and U.S. territories. IMLS administers LSTA "Grants to States" funding to DPI that funds 
the majority of staff positions within the Bureau of Libraries. IMLS funds are used to 
support resource sharing through WISCAT, library consulting services, professional 
learning, data collection, BadgerLink, and much more. 
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LOC or LC  
Library of Congress   
From the Library of Congress 
From the Library of Congress: “The Library of Congress is the largest library in the world, 
with millions of books, films and video, audio recordings, photographs, newspapers, maps 
and manuscripts in its collections. The Library of Congress is the main research arm of the 
U.S. Congress and the home of the U.S. Copyright Office.” For ILL context, the Library of 
Congress also has a significant number of bibliographic records that may not be held by 
Wisconsin libraries in the WISCAT Union Catalog or through Z-targets with Wisconsin 
library catalogs. WISCAT connects to the Library of Congress catalog records to make 
more items discoverable for staff and patrons through WISCAT searching. This allows 
more requests to be made through existing bibliographic records. 

 

LSTA  
Library Services and Technology Act   
LSTA Grants to States 
The LSTA Grants to States program is the largest source of federal funding support for 
library services in the United States. IMLS grants funds to DPI to administer statewide 
programs and services and to subgrant funding to other library entities in the state. 

 

NCES  
National Center for Education Statistics   
https://nces.ed.gov/ 
The federal entity for collecting and analyzing data related to education. 

 

NLS  
National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled   
https://www.loc.gov/nls/ 
Provides free audiobook and braille library services to people with temporary or 
permanent low vision, blindness, or physical, perceptual or reading disability that prevents 
them from using regular print materials through a national network of cooperating 
libraries, including the Wisconsin Talking Book and Braille Library (WTBBL). 

 

PLS  
Public Libraries Survey   
https://www.imls.gov/research-evaluation/surveys/public-libraries-survey-pls 
From IMLS: “The Public Libraries Survey (PLS) examines when, where, and how library 
services are changing to meet the needs of the public. These data, supplied annually by 
public libraries across the country, provide information that policymakers and 
practitioners can use to make informed decisions about the support and strategic 
management of libraries.” Wisconsin Public Library Annual Report data are submitted to 
IMLS annually. 
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SLAA  
State Library Administrative Agency Survey   
https://www.imls.gov/research-evaluation/surveys/state-library-administrative-agency-survey-
slaa 
A project by IMLS to collect data on state library agencies from 50 states and the District 
of Columbia. 

 

TEACH  
Technology for Educational Achievement   
https://teach.wi.gov/pages/home.aspx 
Technology for Educational Achievement (TEACH) is a program administered by the 
Wisconsin Department of Administration, Division of Enterprise Technology.  Using E-
Rate funding, TEACH subsidizes much of the cost of the category 1 circuit to provide 
telecommunications access such as data lines to eligible schools, libraries, and educational 
institutions. 

 

WCBVI  
Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired   
https://dpi.wi.gov/wcbvi 
A statewide network of professionals, resources, materials and equipment to promote 
quality professional practices directed toward ensuring excellence in educational 
programming and expanded opportunities for students who are blind or visually impaired. 
See also: Wisconsin School for the Blind and Visually Impaired (WSBVI) 

 

WDDP  
Wisconsin Document Depository Program   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/wi-document-depository 
A statutorily mandated program (Wis. Stat. § 35.81-35.84) that requires state agencies to 
provide copies of their publications and preserve a record of major state programs. WDDP 
manages sharing of publications at despository libraries and in the Wisconsin Digital 
Archives (WDA). 

 

WiscNet  
WiscNet   
https://www.wiscnet.net/ 
A membership organization that provides research and education networking services to 
public and private higher education, K12 school districts, libraries, municipalities, and 
hospitals throughout Wisconsin. Serves as the ISP for many Wisconsin libraries, schools, 
and universities. 

 

WISELearn  
Open Education Resources (OER) repository for the state of Wisconsin   
http://dpi.wi.gov/wiselearn 
The WISELearn Resources Library is a repository of high-quality, standards-aligned 
educational resources and professional learning materials representing the diversity of 
our global community. Many of the resources are authored, recommended, or submitted 
by Wisconsin teachers, administrators, librarians, and Department of Public Instruction 
consultants. 



Wisconsin Bureau of Libraries acronym guide - 14 
 

 

Obsolete 

DLTCL  
Division for Libraries, Technology, and Community Learning   
Former name of the division within Wisconsin DPI responsible for libraries and related 
services 

 

GEF3  
General Executive Facility 3, Wisconsin DOA   
125 South Webster St. in Madison where most of DPI was once located 

 

IMT  
Instructional Media & Technology   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/school-libraries 
Former DPI team that provided technical consulting services to school libraries. DPI's 
School Library Media Education Consultant is now located in the Office of Literacy. 

 

LITA  
Library and Information Technology Association   
Former division of ALA focusing on libraries and information technology. 

 

PLD  
Public Library Development   
Former team within the DPI Division for Libraries and Technology providing legal and 
consulting services to public libraries. These services are now provided by Library 
Development staff in the Bureau of Libraries. 

 

RL3  
Resources for Libraries and Lifelong Learning   
The former name for library services staff within the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction. Also known as RL&LL or the physical location called "The Pole Barn." 

 

SLIS  
School of Library and Information Science   
Former name for the iSchool at UW-Madison 
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Other organizations & vendors 

AIR  
American Institutes for Research   
https://www.air.org/ 
Partners with IMLS to administer and manage public library survey (PLS) data. 

 

CLC  
Wisconsin's City Library Collective   
https://citylibrarycollective.org/ 
13 member libraries serving mid-sized communities in Wisconsin. 

 

CVMIC  
Cities & Villages Mutual Insurance   
https://www.cvmic.com/ 
A common insurance provider for Wisconsin local governments. 

 

CVTC  
Chippewa Valley Technical College   
https://www.cvtc.edu/academics/programs/library-information-services 
Public technical college in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, providing a Library & Information 
Services associate degree and other education offerings for library staff 

 

FVL  
Fox Valley Literacy   
https://www.foxvalleylit.org/ 
Provides literacy and educational services to adult learners in Calumet, Outagamie, 
Waupaca, and Winnebago counties. 

 

iSchool  
iSchool at UW-Madison   
https://ischool.wisc.edu/ 
The Information School, a department of the School of Computing, Data & Information 
Sciences at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Offering an ALA-accredited graduate 
programs in library and information science, Wisconsin public librarian certification 
courses, and continuing education courses. 

 

IUG  
Innovative Users Group   
https://www.innovativeusers.org/ 
An international organization of libraries who use Innovative Interfaces, Inc., integrated 
library software. 
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OCLC  
OCLC, Inc.   
https://www.oclc.org/en/about.html 
OCLC “provides shared technology services, original research, and community programs 
for its membership and the library community at large.” For ILL context, OCLC 
WorldShare ILL is the platform that GZRB staff use to discover materials and refer 
requests out-of-state for WISCAT requests that cannot be filled through the Wisconsin-
Minitex network. OCLC also manages WorldCat, which is a tool that libraries can use to 
verify bibliographic information. OCLS is an orphan initialism that formerly stood for Ohio 
College Library Center, then Online Computer Library Center. Its name was formally 
changed to OCLC, Inc., in 2017. 

 

RW  
Recollection Wisconsin   
https://recollectionwisconsin.org/ 
"Recollection Wisconsin brings together digital cultural heritage resources from 
Wisconsin libraries, archives, museums and historical societies and shares them with the 
world." 

 

SHAREit  
SHAREit   
Auto-Graphics SHAREit page 
Resource sharing software created by Auto-Graphics, Inc., utilized for Wisconsin's 
WISCAT. 

 

SOIS  
UW-Milwaukee School of Information Studies   
https://uwm.edu/informationstudies/ 
UW-Milwaukee library science and information technology department, offering an ALA-
accredited graduate programs in library and information science 

 

TechCOP  
Technology Collaboration Community of Practice   
https://wplc.info/governance/tech-community-of-practice/ 
Collaboration group for public library system  IT professionals. May advise the WPLC 
Technology Steering Committee on potential areas for collaboration. 

 

TLC  
The Library Corporation   
https://tlcdelivers.com/ 
Vendor of ILS software and other services for libraries 

 

UW  
University of Wisconsin   
https://www.wisconsin.edu/ 
Public university system in Wisconsin, with 13 universities and campuses statewide 
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Waltco  
Waltco, Inc.   
https://waltcoinc.com/ 
Delivery services vendor for some public library systems 

 

WiLS  
WiLS   
https://www.wils.org/ 
A Wisconsin-based non-profit membership organization that facilitates collaborative 
projects and services to advance library service; An orphan acronym that formerly stood 
for "Wisconsin Library Services" 

 

WorldCat  
WorldCat   
https://search.worldcat.org/ 
Global union catalog of library items from tens of thousands of institutions around the 
world. Maintained by OCLC, Inc. 

 

WPLC  
Wisconsin Public Library Consortium   
https://wplc.info/ 
Formed to allow Wisconsin public library systems to effectively partner on projects that 
move libraries forward through experimentation and R&D. The most popular service 
developed by WPLC is Wisconsin’s Digital Library, a shared statewide collection of ebooks, 
audiobooks, magazines, and streaming video which can be accessed by all WI public library 
card holders. 
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Public library systems & their services 

Bridges  
Bridges Library System   
https://bridgeslibrarysystem.org/ 
Public library system headquartered in Waukesha, Wisconsin; serving Waukesha and 
Jefferson Counties. 

 

Buildings & Spaces  
Wisconsin Library Buildings & Spaces   
https://sewilibraries.org/library-buildings-spaces/ 
Resources for Wisconsin public library directors, staff, and trustees about library building 
and renovation projects. 

 

Café  
Café Library Catalog   
https://cafe.bridgeslibrarysystem.org/ 
The shared catalog for Bridges libraries 

 

CountyCat  
Catalog of Public Libraries in Milwaukee County   
https://countycat.mcfls.org/ 
The shared catalog for Milwaukee County libraries 

 

IFLS  
Inspiring and Facilitating Library Success   
https://iflsweb.org/ 
Public library system headquartered in Eau Claire, serving Barron, Chippewa, Dunn, Eau 
Claire, Pepin, Pierce, Price, Polk, Rusk, and St. Croix counties in Wisconsin. IFLS is a 
"backronym" for the organization formerly known as Indianhead Federated Library 
System. 

 

InfoSoup  
InfoSoup   
https://infosoup.bibliocommons.com/ 
The shared catalog for IFLS and OWLS libraries 

 

KCLS  
Kenosha County Library System   
https://www.mykcls.info/ 
Public library system headquartered in Kenosha serving the libraries in Kenosha County. 

  



Wisconsin Bureau of Libraries acronym guide - 19 
 

 

LEAN WI  
Libraries and Enterprise Applications Nexus of Wisconsin   
https://www.leanwi.org/ 
A Wisconsin library system technology services partnership. Full partners include IFLS, 
NWLS, and WVLS. WRLS also utilizes LEANWI website services. 

 

LINKcat  
LINKcat   
https://www.linkcat.info/ 
The shared catalog for SCLS libraries 

 

MAB  
Mail-A-Book   
https://nwls.wislib.org/mailabook/ 
A county-funded NWLS library service for patrons living in areas without a local public 
library, or who cannot use a public library because of disability or travel limitation. 

 

Manitowoc Calumet Library System Catalog  
Manitowoc Calumet Library System Catalog   
https://mani.ent.sirsi.net/ 
The shared catalog for Manitowoc-Calumet libraries 

 

MCFLS  
Milwaukee County Federated Library System   
https://www.mcfls.org/ 
Public library system headquartered in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, serving the libraries of 
Calumet and Manitowoc Counties. 

 

MCLS  
Manitowoc-Calumet Library System   
https://www.mclsweb.org/ 
Public library system headquartered in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, serving the City of 
Milwaukee and other Milwaukee County libraries. 

 

Monarch  
Monarch Library System   
https://monarchlibraries.org/ 
Public library system headquartered in Sheboygan, serving the libraries of Dodge, 
Ozaukee, Sheboygan, and Washington Counties 

 

Monarch Catalog  
Monarch Catalog   
https://search.monarchcatalog.org/ 
The shared catalog for Monarch libraries 
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More  
More   
https://more.bibliocommons.com/v2/browse 
The shared catalog for IFLS libraries 

 

NEWI  
Northeastern Wisconsin Continuing Education Partnership   
https://newilibraries.org/ 
A collaboration between Manitowoc Calumet Library System, Nicolet Federated Library 
System, Outagamie Waupaca Library System, and Winnefox Library System to provide 
continuing education (CE) programs and resources for library staff. 

 

NFLS  
Nicolet Federated Library System   
https://www.nfls.lib.wi.us/ 
Public library system headquartered in  Green Bay, Wisconsin, serving the libraries of 
Brown, Door, Florence, Kewaunee, Marinette, Menominee, Oconto and Shawano counties. 

 

Northern Waters Library Network  
Northern Waters Library Network   
https://mylibrary.northernwaters.org/ 
The shared catalog for NWLS libraries 

 

NWLS  
Northern Waters Library Service   
https://nwls.wislib.org/ 
Public library system headquartered in Ashland, Wisconsin, serving Ashland, Bayfield, 
Burnett, Douglas, Iron, Sawyer, Vilas, and Washburn counties. 

 

OWLS  
Outagamie Waupaca Library System   
https://owlsweb.org/ 
Public library system headquartered in Appleton, Wisconsin, and serving Outagamie and 
Waupaca counties. 

 

PLLS  
Prairie Lakes Library System   
https://www.prairielakes.info/ 
Public library system with offices in Milton and Waterford, Wisconsin, serving Racine, 
Rock, and Walworth Counties. PLLS was created by the merger of the Arrowhead and 
Lakeshores library systems in 2023. 

 

RDC  
Regional Datacenter   
https://www.cvtc.edu/community-resources/regional-datacenter 
A collaborative effort of UW-Eau Claire, Chippewa Valley Technical College, and WiscNet 
to provide shared data hosting and infrastructure. The RDC houses ILS data, library 
websites, and other data for some Wisconsin public library systems. 
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SCLS  
South Central Library System   
https://www.scls.info/ 
Public library system headquartered in Madison, Wisconsin, serving the libraries of 
Adams, Columbia, Dane, Green, Portage, Sauk, and Wood counties. SCLS also coordinates 
the statewide library delivery network. 

 

SEWI  
Southeastern Wisconsin Libraries   
https://sewilibraries.org/ 
Professional development consortium for the Bridges, Kenosha County, Milwaukee 
County, Monarch, and Prairie Lakes public library systems. 

 

SHARE  
SHARE   
https://ent.sharelibraries.info/client/en_US/cli/? 
The shared catalog for KCLS and PLLS libraries 

 

Southwest Wisconsin Library System catalog  
Southwest Wisconsin Library System catalog   
https://swls.agverso.com/home 
The shared catalog for SWLS libraries 

 

SWLS  
Southwest Wisconsin Library System   
https://www.swls.org/ 
Public library system headquartered in  Fennimore, serving the libraries of Crawford, 
Grant, Iowa, Lafayette, and Richland counties 

 

V-Cat  
WVLS Library Catalog   
https://catalog.wvls.org/ 
The shared catalog for WVLS libraries 

 

WiCatalog  
WiCatalog cooperative cataloging project   
https://wicatalog.org/ 
A collaborative project to establish cataloging best practices, cooperative cataloging, and 
bibliographic standards for the Wisconsin library community 

 

Winding Rivers Library System Catalog  
Winding Rivers Library System Catalog   
https://windingrivers.na4.iiivega.com/ 
The shared catalog for WRLS libraries 
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Winnefox  
Winnefox Library System   
https://winnefox.org/ 
Public library system with headquarters in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, serving the libraries of 
Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Marquette, Waushara, and Winnebago counties. 

 

Winnefox Library System Catalog  
Winnefox Library System Catalog   
https://wlso.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/winnefox/? 
The shared catalog for Winnefox libraries 

 

WLS  
Winnefox Library System   
See "Winnefox" 

 

WRLS  
Winding Rivers Library System   
https://www.wrlsweb.org/ 
Public library system with headquarters in LaCrosse, Wisconsin, serving libraries in 
Buffalo, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse, Monroe, Trempealeau, and Vernon counties. 

 

WVLS  
Wisconsin Valley Library Service   
https://www.wvls.org/ 
Public library system headquartered in Wausau, Wisconsin, serving libraries in Clark, 
Forest, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida, and Taylor counties. 
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Regional, state & national 
organizations 

AASL  
American Association of School Librarians   
https://www.ala.org/aasl 
The only national professional membership organization focused on school librarians and 
the school library community 
 

ALA  
American Library Association   
https://www.ala.org/ 
ALA is the oldest library association worldwide. Its core values are advocacy, information 
policy, professional and leadership development, as well as equity, diversity, and inclusion. 

 

ALSC  
Association for Library Service to Children   
https://www.ala.org/alsc 
An organization for children's and youth librarians, children's literature experts, and 
others dedicated to library service to children. A division of ALA. 

 

ARSL  
Association of Rural and Small Libraries   
https://www.arsl.org/ 
"ARSL builds strong communities through advocacy, professional development, and 
elevating the impact of rural and small libraries." 

 

ASIS&T  
Assocation for Information Science and Technology   
https://www.asist.org/ 
"The Association for Information Science and Technology (ASIS&T) is the preeminent 
professional association that bridges the gap between information science practice and 
research." 

 

CINC  
Chippewa Valley Inter-Networking Consortium   
https://cincua.org/ 
A regional Community Area Network (CAN) aiding in the coordination of regional 
communication infrastructure projects across county and state governments, city 
governments, educational institutes, libraries, and more. 
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COSLA  
Chief Officers of State Library Agencies   
https://www.cosla.org/ 
Organization representing the State Librarians or heads of state library agencies for all 50 
states. 

 

CSLP  
Collaborative Summer Library Program   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/youth-services/programming-resources 
From CSLP: “The Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP) is a nonprofit, charitable 
organization that supports literacy, education and science through summer reading events 
in public libraries across the United States. CSLP works to develop interest in reading and 
library use. This includes development and implementation of summer reading programs 
used nationwide, public service announcements, and other activities which promote 
reading and library use.” 

 

DPLA  
Digital Public Library of America   
From DPLA 
A growing collection of digitized materials contributed by libraries nationwide. DPI 
participates along with WiLS, UW, Milwaukee Public Library,and the Wisconsin Historical 
Society. From DPLA: “The Digital Public Library of America amplifies the value of libraries 
and cultural organizations as Americans’ most trusted sources of shared knowledge. We 
do this by collaborating with partners to accelerate innovative tools and ideas that 
empower and equip libraries to make information more accessible.” 

 

LD&L  
Library Development and Legislation Committee   
A committee of the Wisconsin Library Association (WLA).  Discusses current legislative 
issues and goals; sponsors the annual Library Legislative Day in Madison. 

 

LDI  
Library Development Institute (WLA)   
https://www.wisconsinlibraries.org/leadership-development-institute 
A  highly immersive training program designed specifically for the libary profession with 
the aim of developing goal-oriented and agile library leaders who are creative problem 
solvers able to navigate uncertainty, rapidly changing technology, and shrinking resources 

 

LSLS  
Lake Superior Libraries Symposium   
https://lakesuperiorlibrariessymposium.com/ 
A regional conference and networking organization to help libraries in the Upper Midwest 
develop professional networks and promote resource sharing across organizations. LSLS 
typically hosts a one-day summer conference in June and a winter "unconference" in 
January. 
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NLLD  
National Library Legislative Day   
https://united.ala.org/national-library-legislative-day-202/ 
An library advocacy event in Washington, D.C., sponsored by the American Library 
Association. 

 

PLA  
Public Library Association   
https://www.ala.org/pla 
A division of ALA focused on the needs of public libraries and public library professionals. 

 

SLA  
Special Libraries Association   
https://www.asist.org/ 
SLA discontinued operations in 2025 and merged its membership with the Association for 
Information Science and Technology (ASIS&T). 

 

SOMBAW  
System Office Managers and Bookkeepers Association of Wisconsin   
https://www.nfls.lib.wi.us/sombaw.html 
Professional organization for those with financial and office management positions in 
Wisconsin public library systems 

 

SRLAAW  
System and Resource Library Administrators Association of Wisconsin   
https://srlaaw.org/ 
Monitors and advocates around statewide legislative and policy issues that impact public 
library service in Wisconsin. Membership includes system directors and resource library 
directors from all 15 Wisconsin Public Library Systems. 

 

ULC  
Urban Libraries Council   
https://www.urbanlibraries.org/ 
Professional organization for almost 200 of the largest library systems from major urban 
areas in North America 

 

WAAL  
Wisconsin Association of Academic Librarians   
https://www.wisconsinlibraries.org/academic 
Professional organization for library staff in Wisconsin's academic and research library 
community. A division of the Wisconsin Library Association. 

 

WAPL  
Wisconsin Association of Public Librarians   
https://www.wisconsinlibraries.org/public 
Professional organization for staff of public libraries in Wisconsin. A division of the 
Wisconsin Library Association. 
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WEMTA  
Wisconsin Educational Media & Technology Association   
https://www.wemta.org/ 
An independent professional association serving school library media and instructional 
technology professionals. 

 

WISL  
Wisconsin Small Libraries   
https://www.wisconsinlibraries.org/small-libraries 
A division of the Wisconsin Library Association focused on supporting library staff working 
at small libraries in Wisconsin by promoting common interests, activities, administation 
and services. 

 

WLA  
Wisconsin Library Association   
https://www.wisconsinlibraries.org/ 
"A nonprofit, professional membership organization that has provided service to the 
library community and Wisconsin’s citizens since 1891. WLA represents librarians and 
library staff from school, public, academic and special libraries as well as students, trustees 
and library friends. Because of its broad membership base, WLA is concerned about the 
needs of all types of libraries in the state. WLA is a chapter of the American Library 
Association.” 

 

WLAF  
Wisconsin Library Association Foundation   
https://www.wisconsinlibraries.org/foundation 
Provides financial support for WLA awards and honors, scholarships, literary awards, and 
more. 

 

WLTF  
Wisconsin Library Trustees and Friends   
https://www.wisconsinlibraries.org/trustees-friends 
A division of the Wisconsin Library Association focused on continuing education for library 
trustees, advocates and friends, and on fostering improved relationships between libraries, 
public library trustees, and library support organizations. 

 

YALSA  
Young Adult Library Services Association   
https://www.ala.org/yalsa 
A division of ALA supporting library workers providing library services to teens. Will 
reunify with ALSC in September 2026. 
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Wiscat & Interlibrary loan 

AG  
AutoGraphics, Inc.   
https://www.auto-graphics.com/ 
The company that developed and maintains the SHAREit resource sharing software, which 
is called “WISCAT” in Wisconsin. Auto-Graphics site. 

 

ALA  
American Library Association - Interlibrary Loan Code   
Interlibrary Loan Code with Explanatory Statement 
In ILL context, the American Library Association publishes the Interlibrary Loan Code with 
Explanatory Statement which informs Wisconsin’s Interlibrary Loan Guidelines. 

 

CILL  
Circulation Interlibrary Loan Link or Circulation / Interlibrary Loan Interaction   
Customers using A-G’s VERSO ILS can manage both ILS and ILL functions using one login. 
Patrons can view all loans, ILS holds, and ILL requests in their account. CILL allows the ILL 
and ILS functions of the platform to communication via NCIP protocols. 

 

CONTU  
Commission on New Technological Uses of Copyrighted Works   
Title 17 USC §108 
CONTU guidelines were developed to assist librarians and copyright proprietors in 
understanding the amount of photocopying for use in interlibrary loan arrangements 
permitted under copyright law. Copyright Guidelines do not have the force and effect of 
law. They are a mechanism to help understand and adhere to compliance with Copyright 
Law that states “copies cannot be made in such aggregate quantities as to substitute for a 
subscription to or purchase of such work [e.g., periodical]”. [Title 17 USC §108] 

 

GZRB  
WISCAT code for the Wisconsin statewide ILL clearinghouse   
GZRB is the four-character WISCAT code for the statewide clearinghouse that is 
supported by the dedicated DPI Library Services ILL staff. GZRB refers ILL requests that 
cannot automatically be filled by the WISCAT software platform. GZRB connects those 
requests with potential lenders from the Wisconsin-Minitex network and also refers 
requests out of state to OCLC LVIS trading partners when requested by the borrowing 
library. 

 

ILL  
Interlibrary Loan   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/wiscat-ill 
A way to connect WI residents with books and other resources that are not available 
through their local libraries or consortia. 
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ISBN  
International Standard Book Number   
Identifying number, now 13 digits, that identifies monographs/books. 

 

ISO  
International Organization for Standardization   
In ILL context, ISO describes a connection that is interoperable with local systems and 
makes resource sharing easier. WISCAT utilizes an ISO connection to communicate 
WISCAT requests and status updates with libraries that use OCLC WorldShare (e.g., 
academic libraries, out-of-state libraries, and Madison Public Library). 

 

ISSI  
Inter-System Sharing Initiative   
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/libraries/WISCAT-ILL/wiscat_inter-
system_sharing_initiative_issi.pdf 
The Inter-System Sharing Initiative (ISSI) allows for resource sharing between different 
implementations of Auto-Graphics’ SHAREit platform, which we call WISCAT in 
Wisconsin. ISSI members include libraries in Wisconsin, South Dakota, Mississippi, Kansas, 
Florida, Louisiana, and Texas, as well as non-returnable (copy) lending from Alberta, 
Canada. 

 

ISSN  
International Standard Serial Number   
Identifying number for serials (e.g., journals, magazines, newspapers, databases). 

 

LCCN  
Library of Congress Control Number   
From the Library of Congress 
From the Library of Congress: “A Library of Congress control number (LCCN) is a unique 
identification number that the Library of Congress assigns to the catalog record created 
for each book in its cataloged collections. Librarians use it to locate a specific Library of 
Congress catalog record in the national databases.” 

 

LVIS  
Libraries Very Interested in Sharing   
From OCLC 
From OCLC: “Libraries Very Interested in Sharing (LVIS) is a group of more than 2,400 
libraries committed to supplying resources free of charge among its members through the 
OCLC resource sharing network.” For ILL context, when an ILL request cannot be filled 
through a Wisconsin-Minitex network library, the borrowing library may elect to “Try out 
of state” after exhausting potential lenders in WISCAT. The request then comes to GZRB, 
and DPI ILL staff will attempt to fill the request by searching for an LVIS lender through 
OCLC WorldShare ILL. LVIS libraries share materials for free, but the borrower and lender 
pay for postage to send materials via USPS or another courier. 
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Minitex  
Statewide library organization in Minnesota   
https://minitex.umn.edu/services/resource-sharing-delivery 
From Minitex: “As a referral center, Minitex accepts and processes requests from 
Minnesota libraries on several interlibrary loan systems including Alma, WorldShare ILL, 
VDX, and more. Many of those systems allow unmediated requesting so when the patron 
makes the request, the system is already set up to route it to preferred lenders. In addition 
to Minnesota libraries, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wisconsin are our resource 
sharing partners.” Minitex library materials are discoverable in WISCAT, and Wisconsin's 
statewide delivery network connects to Minitex to ship materials at no additional cost to 
borrowers and lenders. 

 

NCIP  
NISO Circulation Interchange Protocol, also called Z39.83   
http://www.ncip.info/introduction-to-ncip.html 
From NCIP: “NCIP services facilitate the automation of tasks, the exchange of data, the 
ability to provide information to library staff, and the empowerment of patrons. Each 
service is comprised of a request from an initiating application and a reply from a 
responding application.” For ILL context, an NCIP connection can be established between 
an ILS and WISCAT to allow for the automation of processes through the library’s ILS 
rather than separately in the ILS and WISCAT. 

 

NISO  
National Information Standards Organization   
https://www.niso.org/ 
Nonprofit standards organization that defines technical standards for managing 
information. Two primary examples are NCIP and Z39.50. 

 

OCLC Code  
OCLC holding library code   
https://help.oclc.org/Librarian_Toolbox/OCLC_glossaries/OCLC_glossary 
A unique 4-character code that identifies a holding library or collection within an 
institution.  For 3-character OCLC symbols, the holding library is often the OCLC symbol 
and another character. 

 

OCLC Number  
OCLC Number   
A unique identifying number for a bibliographic record in WorldCat. Adding an accurate 
OCLC number to an ILL request helps connect WISCAT requests with potential out-of-
state LVIS lenders. 
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OLL  
Outerlibrary loan   
https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/resources/services/outerlibrary-loan 
Another term for “interlibrary loan” that is used by some libraries in Wisconsin. From 
Madison Public Library: “OuterLibrary Loan (OLL) is the process of sharing 
(lending/borrowing) materials between libraries. It allows our patrons to borrow materials 
or obtain photocopies from items that aren't owned in LINKcat.” For ILL context, this is 
another name for statewide interlibrary loan that utilizes the WISCAT platform to connect 
libraries outside of the member library’s system shared ILS network. 

 

UTF  
Unicode Transformation Format   
A text-based file type which can be used to download catalog records from an ILS and 
upload those records to the WISCAT Union Catalog. 

 

WIDAG  
OCLC code for the Wisconsin Digital Archives Group   
https://www.wistatedocuments.org/ 
See also: Wisconsin Digital Archives (WDA) 

 

WISCAT  
Wisconsin [library] Catalog   
https://www.wiscat.net 
A resource sharing tool that can be used by Wisconsin libraries of all types and sizes to 
locate materials for interlibrary loan. 

 

Z-Target or Z39.50  
Z39.50 standard for database information retrieval   
https://www.loc.gov/z3950/agency/ 
A “Z-target” is a client/server based protocol for searching and retrieving information from 
remote databases. “Z39.50” refers to the International Standard, ISO 23950: "Information 
Retrieval (Z39.50): Application Service Definition and Protocol Specification", and to 
ANSI/NISO Z39.50. From Library of Congress Network Development and MARC 
Standards Office. 
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Wisconsin DPI 

BLT  
BadgerLink team   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/badgerlink 
An informal name referring to Bureau of Libraries staff who support BadgerLink 

 

BoL  
Bureau of Libraries   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries 
An organizational unit within the DPI. BoL is responsible for administering the Chapter 43 
of the Wisconsin Statutes and serves the life-long learning and information needs of all 
Wisconsin residents from preschoolers to seniors. 

 

CO  
Counting Opinions   
https://wi.countingopinions.com/ 
Software used by Wisconsin DPI for the collection of public library annual report data, 
public library system annual report data, and public library system plan data. 

 

DLT  
Division for Libraries and Technology   
A legal division within the Department of Public Instruction. DLT is referenced in 
Wisconsin Statutes Chapter § 43.01(2) and is responsible for duties related to school 
library media programs, public libraries, public library systems, and institutional library 
programs as defined by § 43.05. 

 

DPI  
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction   
https://dpi.wi.gov/ 
"…the state agency that advances public education and libraries in Wisconsin. Our mission 
is to ensure that every child, regardless of zip code, has access to quality public education 
programs, enrichment opportunities, and special education supports, so that all of our kids 
can be successful." 

 

DSLO  
Division of School and Library Operations   
https://dpi.wi.gov/strategic-plan/division-structures-and-descriptions 
Created by the 2025 reorganization of the Department of Public Instruction, DLSO 
includes the Bureau of Libraries. Because Chapter 43 of the Wisconsin Statutes still refers 
to the Division for Libraries and Technology, official references will often state, "Division 
for Libraries and Technology (working title: Division of School and Library Operations). 
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ITL  
Information and Technology Literacy   
https://dpi.wi.gov/imt/it-literacy-standards 
Wisconsin Standards for Information and Technology Literacy were revised in 2025 to 
provide "a clear, future-focused framework to support digital learning, data literacy, and 
innovative practice in K–12 classrooms across the state." 

 

LWC  
Library Workforce Connection   
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/adult-services/workforce-assistance 
A workforce development workgroup supported by the DPI consisting of library system 
directors, regional library consultants, workforce development specialists, and more. 
State-wide collaboration about workforce development opportunities in the field. 

 

Office of Literacy  
Office of Literacy, Wisconsin DPI   
https://dpi.wi.gov/strategic-plan/office-literacy 
Supports schools in delivering high-quality reading, literacy, and English language arts 
instruction and experiences for each Wisconsin learner 4K through grade 12. Created by 
2023 Wisconsin Act 20. 

 

PLSR  
Public Library System Redesign   
https://dpi.wi.gov/coland/plsr-update 
"…a multi-year process to consider new models for how services are provided by public 
library systems to their member libraries. A main goal of the project was to ensure all 
Wisconsin public libraries have the capacity to provide equitable access to excellent 
library services regardless of the race, ethnicity, income, gender, or employment status of 
the people they serve, or their location within the state." 

 

TGT  
Tommy G. Thompson Center   
https://doa.wi.gov/Pages/Tommy-G-Thompson-Center.aspx 
Current location of Wisconsin DPI offices at 201 W. Washington Ave, Madison, WI 53703 

 

WESP-DHH  
Wisconsin Educational Services Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing   
https://dpi.wi.gov/wesp-dhh 
An organization operated under the direction of Wisconsin DPI to support students who 
are deaf, hard of hearing, and deafblind through technical assistance support, outreach, 
and the Wisconsin School for the Deaf (WSD) 

 

Wisconsin Reads  
Wisconsin Reads   
https://dpi.wi.gov/wi-reads 
A DPI initiative to strengthen literacy and reading instruction for all learners and comply 
with the requirements of 2023 Wisconsin Act 20. 
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WSBVI  
Wisconsin School for the Blind and Visually Impaired   
https://wcbvi.k12.wi.us/wsbvi/ 
A residential school for students ages 3-21 who are blind or visually impaired from 
throughout the state of Wisconsin. See also: Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired (WCBVI) 

 

WSD  
Wisconsin School for the Deaf   
https://wesp-dhh.wi.gov/wsd/ 
Residential school for deaf and hard of hearing students from throughout the state of 
Wisconsin. 
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