

 Discussion Guide: Informational Guidebook on Dyslexia & Related Conditions
Improving reading outcomes requires coordinated action. This discussion guide supports school communities in using Wisconsin’s Informational Guidebook on Dyslexia and Related Conditions to strengthen collaboration and improve multi-level systems of support for students with characteristics of dyslexia and related conditions. The initial guidebook was developed under 2019 Act 86 and revised in 2026 to align with 2023 Act 20, reflect current research, and improve usability. The chapters of the guidebook address reading development, dyslexia and related conditions, assessment, instruction and intervention, and family resources. Districts are required to make the guidebook accessible on their websites. 
This discussion guide is intended for diverse members of the school community, including families, educators, administrators, specialists, and community partners (e.g., community librarians). The guide includes two sections. The first provides considerations for inclusive and collaborative discussions. The second offers discussion tools aligned to each chapter of the guidebook.

Considerations for Inclusive and Collaborative Discussions
To support inclusive engagement, schools and districts can:
· Plan accessible meeting times, formats, and shared leadership opportunities.
· Engage a trusted facilitator to organize and guide discussions.
· Provide timely access to materials and clear background information.
· Establish a shared purpose and clear goals for learning and conversations.
· Create space for introductions hopes for the discussion.
· Identify individual experiences and shared asset-based beliefs about students and literacy.
· Establish norms that promote equity and reflection, such as staying curious, listening actively, and valuing conversation as a way to learn together.
· Use a consistent agenda that includes community building, shared learning, discussion, and action planning.
· Use flexible grouping structures that include whole group and small group conversations.



Chapter 1: Guidebook Introduction

Materials for the Discussion
· Chapter 1 of the guidebook
Purpose Chapter 1
· Introduce the purpose, structure, and development process of this guidebook,
written in accordance with 2019 Wisconsin Act 86 (Act 86).
Questions for Reflection & Collaborative Discussion
1. How will we organize our discussions about dyslexia and related conditions? 
2. Who will participate in our discussions?
3. How will we build trust? 
4. How will we ensure equitable participation? 
5. What do we understand about Act 86 and our responsibilities?


Chapter 2: Reading
Materials for the Discussion
· Chapter 2 & Appendix A of the guidebook
· Wisconsin Act 20, 2023 Wis. Laws, ch. 20. https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023//acts/20
· Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. (2020). Wisconsin standards for English language arts. https://dpi.wi.gov/ela/standards
Purpose of Chapter 2
· Build understanding of reading and the factors that shape reading development.
Questions for Reflection & Collaborative Discussion
1. What are our students’ ways of knowing and being, and how do these shape their ways of reading and communicating?
2. Chapter 2 describes reading as a complex, interactive process shaped by cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, developmental, and cultural dimensions. How do our current literacy practices (e.g., instructional approaches, assessments, instructional resources, schedules) support these multiple dimensions of reading, and where do we see opportunities to strengthen our work?
3. How do the nine science-based early reading components (phonological awareness, phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension, oral language, background knowledge, oral reading fluency, writing) compare to the evolving models of reading presented in Appendix A of the guidebook and to the Wisconsin Standards for English Language Arts (WI DPI, 2020)?
4. What models of reading do educators in our school draw on, and in what ways do these models account for students’ cultural knowledge and lived experiences as well as the reciprocal relationship between reading and writing?
Optional Resources to Extend Learning 
· Peele, R., & Nash, K. T. (2025). “I Am the Universe”: Toward a reader model that centers culture. The Reading Teacher, 78(5), 258–266. https://doi.org/10.1002/trtr.2377
· Persohn, L. (Host). (2024, December 17). Another conversation with Margaret Vaughn and Dixie Massey (Season 5, No. 5) [Audio podcast episode]. In Classroom Caffeine Podcast. https://www.classroomcaffeine.com/guests. https://doi.org/10.5240/A6D4-18CB-1719-8D9F-CE8B-Y
Chapter 3: Dyslexia and Related Conditions
Materials for the Discussion
· Chapter 3 & Appendices E-M of the guidebook
Purpose of Chapter 3
· Explain how dyslexia and related conditions are understood in both law and research.
Questions for Collaborative Discussion
1. After reviewing Appendices E–M, what do we notice about the many factors that can influence reading development, and how might these insights shape how we gather and interpret information about students as readers? 
2. How can we ensure consistent, shared language when discussing dyslexia and related conditions across our school and community?
3. Given the variation in how dyslexia is defined in law, research, and practice, how can we build a consistent, accurate, and strength-based understanding that supports effective instruction for all learners?
4. What myths or misconceptions about dyslexia and related conditions persist in our system, and how might we address them through communication and professional learning?
5. How can we limit misidentification of dyslexia and related conditions due to cultural, linguistic, and experiential diversity?
Optional Resource to Extend Learning 
· Persohn, L. (Host). (2025, January 14). Another conversation with Donna Scanlon (Season 5, Episode 6) [Audio podcast episode]. In Classroom Caffeine Podcast. https://www.classroomcaffeine.com/guests/donna-scanlon



Chapter 4: Assessing Reading in Schools	
Materials for the Discussion
· Chapter 4 and Appendices N-Q of the guidebook
· Disaggregated reading data
Purpose of Chapter 4
· Explain Wisconsin’s strategic assessment system, assessment requirements, and considerations for using assessment data when supporting students with dyslexia and related conditions.
Questions for Collaborative Discussion
1. What is included in our district literacy assessment system?
2. Review Appendices N and O alongside your district literacy assessment system. What do we notice about the validity and reliability rates of your current measures?
3. Examine local disaggregated reading data. Are there inequities in who is identified as “at risk” or referred for further evaluation? What is needed to address these patterns?
4. What questions from Appendix Q do we want to discuss?
Optional Resource to Extend Learning 
· Serravallo, J. (Host). (2023, September 25). Dr. Laura Steacy and Dr. Don Compton — Set for variability (Season 2, Episode 19) [Audio podcast episode]. In To the Classroom: Conversations with Researchers & Educators. https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/to-the-classroom-conversations-with/id1671184358




Chapter 5: Instruction and Intervention Services in Schools
Materials for the Discussion
· Chapter 5 of the guidebook
Purpose of Chapter 5
· Explain Wisconsin’s instructional requirements under Act 86 and outline evidence-based teaching practices and intervention approaches that support literacy development for students with dyslexia and related conditions.
Questions for Collaborative Discussion
1. How are Wisconsin’s Multi-Level Systems of Support (WiMLSS), Universal Design for Learning (UDL), and Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) frameworks currently working together in our school or district, and how can we strengthen this integration of systems to better support all readers?
2. How do we ensure that our instructional and intervention practices intentionally build on students’ cultural, linguistic, and experiential assets, especially for multilingual learners and students who use African American English or Black Language? 
3. Review the twelve evidence-based literacy practices in Chapter 5. Where do we see strengths and gaps in our current approach? What steps could help us more consistently implement these instructional practices to support students with dyslexia and related conditions?
Optional Resource to Extended Learning 
· Persohn, L. (Host). (2025, June 17). A conversation with Elfrieda “Freddy” Hiebert (Season 5, No. 11) [Audio podcast episode]. In Classroom Caffeine Podcast.  https://www.classroomcaffeine.com/guests/elfrieda-freddy-hiebert



Chapter 6: Resources and Services for Student & Parents/Caregivers
Materials for the Discussion
· Chapter 6 of the guidebook
Purpose of Chapter 6
· Provide families with accessible information about no-cost resources, services, and supports available for students with dyslexia and related conditions, as outlined in Wisconsin Act 86, and offer guidance for partnering with schools to promote literacy development, student wellbeing, and informed decision-making.
Questions for Collaborative Discussion
1. What partnerships currently exist between school professionals and parents/caregivers to support literacy development? How can we strengthen communication and collaboration for students who may be experiencing challenges with reading and writing?
2. In what ways do we recognize, value, and use parents’/caregivers’ expertise, observations, languages, and cultural knowledge when making decisions for literacy instruction and intervention?
3. Do we clearly explain assessment results, instructional decisions, and next steps to parents/caregivers in ways that are accessible, understandable, and culturally relevant? How do we know?
4. How do we support parents/caregivers in understanding available services such as Personal Reading Plans, 504 Plans, and special education evaluations?
5. What systems or routines help create welcoming spaces for students and their families and caregivers? How do we know?
Optional Resources to Extended Learning 
· Persohn, L. (Host). (2023, September 12). A conversation with Catherine Compton-Lilly (Season 4, No. 3) [Audio podcast episode]. In Classroom Caffeine Podcast. https://www.classroomcaffeine.com/guests. https://doi.org/10.5240/7733-70C8-75AC-88C1-BC42-K
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