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	Topic: How Educators Can Integrate ACP into the Classroom

Activity Goal

Participants will determine ways to integrate Academic and Career Planning (ACP) into the classroom.
Background Knowledge for the Presenter:

· As staff think about ways to integrate ACP into the classroom, it is helpful to know what might be part of an ACP. Educators should make a commitment to help students connect academics to careers in their content area.

· Your school/district will identify by grade level what will be part of the expected student ACP plan, but teachers can begin by reviewing some of the following aspects of ACP components that could connect to their content area standards and curriculum:
· Personal information (personal statement of goals, life goals, health information, educational accommodations, etc).
· Skills and abilities (courses taken, presentations, computer and media skills, projects).
· Career exploration (reports, research, assessment results, workplace and transferable skills, job shadows, internship experiences).
· Academic records (transcripts, ACT and other test scores, graduation requirements, teacher feedback).
· Activities (extracurricular, athletic, volunteer, service learning, leadership, leisure, awards, documentation, teamwork tasks).
· Accomplishments (awards, honors, licenses, certificates, memberships, publications, academic honors, exhibitions with documentation photos, videos, etc).
· Program of study (course plans for middle school, high school and post-secondary, post-secondary majors or training program areas, goal statement).
· Favorite occupations (interest inventory results, career goals statement, etc).
· Favorite colleges (college of post-secondary training search results, comparison lists, financial requirements, financial aid information, admission requirements checklist).
· Job seeking profile (letters of recommendation, references, work experiences, resume, cover letter, related coursework).
· Budget plans (managing money and loans, current or future, career path salary options/outlook).
Materials Needed

• Handout ACP Discussion Prompts (4A)

Time Needed: 60 minutes

Procedures

1. Using the handout ACP Discussion Prompts (4A), assign two to three questions to discuss in small groups. 
a) How could student participation in academic and career planning contribute to student learning in your classroom?
b) How could activities and learning taking place in your classroom contribute to student academic and career planning?
c) In what ways could you adapt your current curriculum and instruction to better contribute to student academic and career planning?
d) How might ACPs be used to create greater overall cohesion in student learning throughout your school?
e) How might ACPs be used to more effectively leverage other educational initiatives that exist or are being implemented in your district?

2. Ask group members to discuss their content standards and how they might link to local ACP program components.  What can you do as an individual teacher/staff person do to support students with the development of their ACPs during the school year? How can you adapt your practice to help all students feel prepared to take the next step in their personal growth?

3. Ask participants to think about the variety of students you work with every day, gifted & talented (GT), average, disengaged, minority, and special ed., etc., and choose one to two students.  Caution:  Do not assume that academically above average students already understand how your content connects to possible careers or how it is applied. How would you ascertain which students are “struggling” to understand your content?  Identify at least two strategies you could use in your classroom that can help these students connect academics to applications including career applications. Encourage specific and detailed responses in describing the strategies. 

4. Collect strategy responses to Question 3.

5. Read each of the responses to the entire group, if time permits. In a large group, discuss the ideas: Which ideas are new to you? Which ideas are your favorite? How could you combine ideas? How do other participants handle certain situations?  The purpose of sharing is to gain insight as to how other educators are searching out struggling students, and how they are helping those students.

6. Discussion:  How can academic and career planning support student learning in the classroom?



Handout 4A
ACP Discussion Prompts

1. Select one of the following questions to discuss in your small group. Be prepared to share a summary of your discussion with the large group. 
· How could student participation in academic and career planning contribute to student learning in your classroom?
· How could activities and learning taking place in your classroom contribute to student academic and career planning?
· In what ways could you adapt your current curriculum and instruction to take better advantage of student participation in ACP?
· In what ways could you adapt your current curriculum and instruction to better contribute to student academic and career planning?
· How might ACP be used to create greater overall cohesion in student learning throughout your school?
· How might ACP be used to more effectively leverage other educational initiatives that exist or are being implemented in your district

1. Based on your content standards and local ACP program components, how could you adapt your practices to help all students feel prepared to take the next step in their academic and career growth?  



[image: scissors-3034-large[1]]                                                             [image: scissors-3034-large[1]]                                                            [image: scissors-3034-large[1]]                                                         [image: scissors-3034-large[1]]                                                  [image: scissors-3034-large[1]]

1. Think about the variety of students you work with every day, gifted & talented (GT), average, disengaged, minority, and special ed., etc., and choose one to two students.  Caution:  Do not assume that academically above average students already understand how your content connects to possible careers or how it is applied. How would you ascertain which students are “struggling” to understand your content?  Identify at least two strategies you could use in your classroom that can help these students connect academics to applications including career applications. Encourage specific and detailed responses in describing the strategies. 

1. Hand your response to Question 3 to the presenter.
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