
 
 

Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 
 

To: District Administrators 
 

From: John W. Johnson, PhD, Deputy State Superintendent 
 

Subject: Sunset of the Free and Reduced-Lunch Expansion 

 
 

Despite the strong support, and direct advocacy from State Superintendent Underly for 

continuing free school meals for all children, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food and 

Nutrition Service (FNS) has not received legislative authority to issue new nationwide waivers 

beyond SY 2021-22. 

Throughout the pandemic, nutritious school meals have contributed to the health and well-being 

of students. Free meals mean higher participation in most cases, allowing students to thrive in the 

classroom. School Nutrition Professionals around the state developed creative ways to ensure 

students received the nutrition they needed throughout the pandemic, utilizing the nationwide 

waivers issued by the USDA. Waivers that are expiring include the following: 

• Expansion of Area Eligibility 

• Operation of the Seamless Summer Option in place of the National School Lunch Program 
during the school year resulting in free meals for all students 

• Offering the Summer Food Service Program reimbursement rate for Seamless Summer 
Option meals served during the school year 

• Waiver of meal pattern requirements 

 

Free meals as part of the school day for all children puts them on a level playing field. It removes 

stigma associated with income levels and creates an environment where all students are ready to 

learn. Additionally, the cafeteria becomes a place of life-long learning of what constitutes a 

healthy, nutritious meal. For these reasons, the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) continues 

to support the Support Kids Not Red Tape Act and advocate for congressional renewal of the 

expiring waivers. We encourage you to reach out to your congressional delegation to advocate 

for the renewal of nationwide waiver authority as well. 

At this time, the USDA School Meal Programs will be transitioning back to the traditional Child 

Nutrition Program operations of the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, 

and Afterschool Snack Program in school year (SY) 2022-23. DPI has requested statewide 

waivers under Section 12(l) of the Richard B. Russel National School Lunch Act to obtain approval 

for certain flexibilities previously provided under the nationwide waiver authority. Waiver 

requests must: 
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• facilitate the purpose of the program; 
• the public must receive notice and information regarding the proposed waiver; and 
• the waiver will not increase the overall cost of the Program to the Federal Government. 

 

Additionally, the USDA Secretary cannot waive Federal reimbursement rates or the provision of 

free and reduced-price meals. 

The DPI has been approved for 22 waivers for Summer 2022 and SY 2022-23 already and waiting 

to hear about an additional 2 waiver requests. These waivers will help facilitate the transition back 

to the traditional operation of the Child Nutrition Programs. It will be very important to ensure 

USDA Free and Reduced-Price Meal applications are approved promptly and that direct 

certification is run often to get as many students the benefits they need as quickly as possible. 

If you have any questions, please call (608) 267-9228 or email dpifns@dpi.wi.gov. 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/nutrition/PDF/public-notification-waiver-request.pdf
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