
 

Selected Bibliography of American Indian Studies  
Resources for Students in Grades K-6 

Compiled by the American Indian Studies Program, 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

Note: The inclusion of any resource on this list should not be construed as an endorsement or recommendation on 
the part of the compiler or the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. Teachers are encouraged to preview all 
books and to use their own judgement about appropriateness depending on grade level and/or class preparedness. 
There are several websites that include reviews or suggestions for conducting your own review, including Oyate 
(www.oyate.org), American Indians in Children’s Literature (americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com), 
and the American Indian Library Association (http://aila.library.sd.gov).  The Cooperative Children’s Book Center 
(CCBC) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison (http://www.education.wisc.edu/ccbc/) is another outstanding 
source for locating children’s’ books. 

*Indicates those materials appropriate for younger students, K-3 
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H. Religion and Religious Traditions 

I.  Visual Arts 

J. Women 

I. Introductory Resources  

Reference  

Ciment, James and Ronald La France. Scholastic Encyclopedia of the North American Indian. 
New York: Scholastic Reference, 1996. 

Griffin-Pierce, Trudy. The Encyclopedia of Native America. New York: Viking Children’s 
Books, 1995. 

Jacobson, Daniel. Indians of North America. A Reference First Book. New York: Franklin 
Watts, 1983. 

Waldman, Carl. Encyclopedia of Native American Tribes. New York: Facts on File, 1988. 

General Works  

Calloway, Colin G. Indians of the Northeast. New York: Facts on File, 1991. 

Hakim, Joy. The First Americans: A History of the U.S. Book One. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1993. 

Ortiz, Simon. The People Shall Continue. Rev. ed. San Francisco: Children’s Book Press, 1988. 

Watson, Jane Werner. The First Americans: Tribes of North America. New York: Pantheon, 
1980. 

Wheeler, Brenelda. Where Did You Get Your Moccasins?  Winnepeg: Pemmican Publications, 
1986. 

Yellow Robe, Rosebud. An Album of the American Indian. New York: Franklin Watts, 1969. 

Wisconsin and the Great Lakes  

Benton-Banai, Edward. The Mishomis Book: The Voice of the Ojibway. St. Paul, MN: Indian 
Country Press, 1979. 

Calloway, Colin G. Indians of the Northeast. New York: Facts on File, 1991. 

Krull, Kathleen.  One Nation, Many Tribes:  How Kids Live in Milwaukee’s Indian Community.  
New York:  Lodestar, 1995. 
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20th Century and Contemporary American Indians  

Calloway, Colin G. Indians of the Northeast. New York: Facts on File, 1991. 

King, Sandra.  Shannon: An Ojibway Dancer.  Minneapolis: Learner, 1993. 

Krull, Kathleen.  One Nation, Many Tribes:  How Kids Live in Milwaukee’s Indian Community.  
New York:  Lodestar, 1995. 

Native Americans of the Twentieth Century. Minneapolis, MN: Minneapolis Public Schools, 
1975. 

Nelson, Mary Carroll. Robert Bennett: The Story of an American Indian. Minneapolis, MN: 
Dillan Press, 1976. 

II. Selected Resources by Nation  

Ho-Chunk  

Hieb, Jane A. Visions and Voices: Winnebago Elders Speak to the Children. Western Dairyland 
Economic Opportunity Council, Inc., 1994. 

Hunter, Sally. Four Seasons of Corn: A Winnebago Tradition. Minneapolis: Lerner, 1997. 

Menominee  

Fowler, Verna.  The Menominee.  Austin, TX:  Raintree-Steck Vaughn, 2001. 

Kalbacken, Joan. The Menominee. New True Books About Native Americans Series. Illa 
Pondendorm, ed. Chicago: Children’s Press, 1994. 

Ricciuti, Edward R. The Menominee. Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Publications, 1997. 

Ojibwe 

Antell, Will. William Warren. Minneapolis, MN: Dillon Press, 1973. 

Benton-Banai, Edward. The Mishomis Book: The Voice of the Ojibwe. St. Paul: Red School 
House, 1988. 

Erickson, Sue.  Chippewa Treaties, Understanding and Impact.  Odanah, WI:  Great Lakes 
Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission, 1994. 

*Johnston, Basil. How the Birds Got Their Colours/Gah w’indinimowaut binaesheenhnyuk 
w’idinauziwin-wauh. Kids Can Press, 1978. 

King, Sandra.  Shannon: An Ojibway Dancer.  Minneapolis: Learner, 1993. 
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*Kozlak, Chet. Ojibway Indians Coloring Book. St. Paul, MN: Minnesota Historical Society, 
1979. 

Kvasnicka, Robert M. Hole-in-the-Day. Milwaukee : Raintree, 1990. 

*Le Garde, Amelia. Aseban: The Ojibway Word for Racoon. Duluth, MN: Anishinabe Reading 
Materials, 1978.  

Lund, Bill and Clifford Trafzer. The Ojibwe Indians. Mankato, MN: Bridgestone Books, 1997.  

Martinson, David, ed. Angwamas Minosewag Anishinabeg: Time of the Indian. St. Paul, MN: 
The Minnesota Chippewa Tribe and COMPAS, 1979. 

*-----. Cheer Up Old Man. Anishinabe Reading Materials, Duluth Indian Education Advisory 
Committee, 1975. 

*-----.  Real Wild Rice. Duluth, MN: Anishinabe Reading Materials, Duluth Indian Education 
Advisory Committee, 1975. 

*-----.  Shemay, the Bird in the Sugarbush. Duluth, MN: Anishinabe Reading Materials, Duluth 
Indian Education Advisory Committee, 1975. 

*McLellan, Joseph. Nanabosho Dances. Winnipeg: Pemmican Press, 1989. 

*-----. The Birth of Nanabosho. Winnipeg: Pemmican Press, 1989. 

*-----. Nanabosho Steals Fire. Winnipeg: Pemmican Press, 1990. 

*-----. Nanabosho, Soaring Eagle, and the Great Sturgeon. Winnipeg: Pemimican Press, 1993. 

*-----. Nanabosho: How the Turtle Got Its Shell. Winnipeg: Pemmican Press, 1994. 

*-----. Nanabosho and the Woodpecker. Winnipeg: Pemmican Press, 1995. 

* McLellan, Joe and Matrine McLellan. Nanabosho & Porcupine. Winnipeg: Pemmican Press, 
2006. 

*Osinski, Alice. The Chippewa. New True Books About Native Americans Series. Illa 
Pondendorm, ed. Chicago: Children’s Press, 1991. 

*Regguinti, Gordon. The Sacred Harvest: Ojibway Wild Rice Gathering. Minneapolis: Lerner, 
1992. 

Wilcox, Charlotte. The Ojibwe. Native American Histories Series. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner 
Publications, 2006. 

*Wittstock, Laura Waterman. Ininatig’s Gift of Sugar: Traditional Native Sugarmaking. 
Minneapolis: Lerner, 1993. 

 27



 

Oneida  

Duvall, Jill. The Oneida. New True Books About Native Americans Series. Illa Pondendorm, ed. 
Chicago: Children’s Press, 1991. 

Graymont, Barbara. The Iroquois. Frank W. Porter III, Gen Ed. New York: Chelsea House, 
1988. 

-----. Iroquois (Indians of North American). McHenry, IL: Rebound by Sagebrush, 2005. 

Gridley, Marion E. The Story of the Iroquois. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1969. 

Hoyt-Goldsmith, Diane. Lacrosse, The National Game of the Iroquois. New York: Holiday 
House, 1998. 

Malaspina, Ann. The Iroquois: A Proud People. American Indians Series. Berkeley Heights, NJ: 
Enslow Elementary, 2005. 

McLester, L. Gordon.  The Oneida.  Austin, TX:  Raintree Streck-Vaughn, 2001. 

Orie, Sandra DeCoteau. Did You Hear the Wind Sing Your Name?: An Oneida Song of Spring. 
New York: Walker and Co., 1995. 

Sneve, Virginia Driving Hawk. The Iroquois. New York: Holiday, 1995. 

Wilcox, Charlotte. The Iroquois. Native American Histories Series. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner 
Publications, 2006. 

Potawatomi 

Suggestions Welcome! 

Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohicans 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction.  The Stockbridge-Munsee Tribe:  A History of the 
Mahican and the Munsee Indians, Bulletin No. 6474.  Wisconsin Woodland Indian 
Project, Rhinelander.  Madison:  Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 1981.   

 

III. Bibliography by Topic  

Biography and Autobiography  

Allen, Paula Gunn and Patricia Clark Smith. As Long as the Rivers Flow: The Stories of Nine 
Native Americans. New York: Scholastic, 1996. 

Bruchac, Joseph. A Boy Called Slow: The True Story of Sitting Bull. New York: Philomel Books, 
1994. 
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Fradin, Dennis Brindell. Hiawatha: Messenger of Peace. New York: Margaret K. McElderry 
Books, 1992. 

Freedman, Russell. Indian Chiefs. New York: Holiday House, 1987. 

Kvasnicka, Robert M. Hole-in-the-Day. Milwaukee : Raintree, 1990. 

Minneapolis Public Schools. Native Americans of the Twentieth Century. Minneapolis, MN: 
Minneapolis Public Schools, 1975. 

Moore, Reavis. Native Artists of North America: Profiles of Five American Indian Artists, 
Highlighting Their Talents and Exploring Their Roles Within Their Tribes. Santa Fe: 
John Muir Publications, 1995. 

Nelson, Mary Carroll. Robert Bennett: The Story of an American Indian. Minneapolis, MN: 
Dillan Press Inc., 1976. 

Sherrow, Victoria. American Indian Children of the Past. Brookfield, CT: Milbrook Press, 1997. 

Viola, Herman J., General Editor. American Indian Stories. Biography Series. Milwaukee: 
Raintree Publishers, 1990. 

Waters, Frank. Brave Are My People: Indian Heroes Not Forgotten. Santa Fe: Clear Light 
Publishers, 1993. 

Environmental Issues  

Brown, Fern G. American Indian Science: A New Look At Old Cultures. New York: Twenty-
First Century Books, 1997. 

Bruchac, Joseph and Michael J. Caduto. Keepers of the Animals: Native American Stories and 
Wildlife Activities for Children. Golden, CO: Fulcrum, 1991. 

-----. Keepers of the Earth: Native American Stories and Environmental Activities for Children. 
Golden, CO: Fulcrum, 1988. 

-----. Keepers of Life: Discovering Plants Through Native American Stories and Earth Activities 
for Children . Golden, CO: Fulcrum, 1994.  

-----. Keepers of the Night: Native American Stories and Nocturnal Activities for Children. 
Golden, CO: Fulcrum, 1994. 

Food, Clothing, and Homes  

Bruchac, Joseph, and Michael J. Caduto. Native American Gardening: Stories, Projects, and 
Recipes for Families. Golden, CO: Fulcrum Publishing, 1996. 
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Henry, Edna Wechappituwen. Native American Cookbook. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Messner, 
1983. 

Hungry Wolf, Adolf. Traditional Dress. Skookumchuck, BC: Good Medicine Books, 1984. 

Keoke, Emory D., and Kay M. Porterfield. Buildings, Clothing and Art. American Indian 
Contributions to the World Series. New York: Facts on File, 2005. 

-----. Food, Farming and Hunting.American Indian Contributions to the World Series. New 
York: Facts on File, 2005. 

Regguinti, Gordon. The Sacred Harvest: Ojibway Wild Rice Gathering. Minneapolis: Lerner, 
1992. 

Shemie, Bonnie. Houses of Bark. Montreal: Tundra Books, 1990. 

Wittstock, Laura Waterman. Ininatig’s Gift of Sugar: Traditional Native Sugarmaking. 
Minneapolis: Lerner, 1993. 

Law and Government  

Blakely, Martha. Native Americans and the U.S. Government. New York: Chelsea Juniors, 1995. 

Cohen, Fay G. and Jeanne Heuving, eds. Tribal Sovereignty: Indian Tribes in U.S. History. 
Seattle: Daybreak Star, 1980. 

Gold, Susan Dudley. Indian Treaties (Pacts and Treaties). New York: Twenty-First Century 
Books, 1997. 

Literature--Traditional Literature; Poetry and Prose 

Belting, Natalia. Whirlwind is a Spirit Dancing: Poems Based on Traditional American Indian 
Songs and Stories. Brooklyn, NY: Milk and Cookies Press: 2006. 

Benton-Banai, Edward. The Mishomis Book: The Voice of the Ojibwe. St. Paul: Red School 
House, 1988. 

Bernstein, Margery and Janet Korbrin. The Summer Maker: An Ojibway Indian Myth. New 
York, NY: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1977. 

Bierhorst, John, ed. The Girl Who Married a Ghost and Other Tales from the North American 
Indians. New York: Scholastic Book Services, 1978. 

Bruchac, Joseph. Iroquois Stories: Heroes and Heroines, Monsters and Magic. Trumansberg, 
NY: Crossing Press, 1985. 

-----. Return of the Sun: Native American Tales from the Northeast Woodlands. Trumansberg, 
NY: Crossing Press, 1989. 
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-----. Native American Animal Stories. Golden, CO: Fulcrum, 1992. 

-----. The Boy Who Lived With the Bears and Other Iroquois Stories. New York: Harper Collins, 
1995. 

-----. Four Ancestors: Stories, Songs, and Poems from Native North America. Mahwah, NJ: 
Bridgewater Books, 1996. 

Coatsworth, Emerson and David Coatsworth, eds. The Adventures of Nanabush: Ojibway Indian 
Stories. New York, NY: Atheneum, 1980. 

Dunn, Anne M. When Beaver Was Very Great: Stories to Live By. Mount Horeb, WI: Midwest 
Traditions, 1995. 

*Henry, Jeannette and Rupert Costo. A Thousand Years of American Indian Storytelling. San 
Francisco, CA: Indian Historian Press, 1981. 

Jones, Hettie, ed. The Trees Stand Shining: Poetry of the North American Indians. New York: 
Dial Books, 1971. 

*London, Jonathan. Fire Race: A Karuk Coyote Tale. San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1993. 

*McLellan, Joseph. The Birth of Nanabosho. Winnipeg: Pemmican Press, 1989. 

*-----. Nanabosho Steals Fire. Winnipeg: Pemmican Press, 1990. 

*-----. Nanabosho, Soaring Eagle, and the Great Sturgeon. Winnipeg: Pemimican Press, 1993. 

*-----. Nanabosho: How the Turtle Got Its Shell. Winnipeg: Pemmican Press, 1994. 

*-----. Nanabosho and the Woodpecker. Winnipeg: Pemmican Press, 1995. 

* McLellan, Joe and Matrine McLellan. Nanabosho & Porcupine. Winnipeg: Pemmican Press, 
2006. 

Orie, Sandra DeCoteau. Did You Hear the Wind Sing Your Name?: An Oneida Song of Spring. 
New York: Walker and Co., 1993. 

Roman, Trish Fox. Voices Under One Sky: Contemporary Native Literature. Freedom, CA: 
Crossing Press, 1994. 

Sneve, Virginia Driving Hawk. Dancing Teepees. New York: Holiday House, 1989. 

Tehanetorens. The Gift of the Great Spirit: Iroquois Lesson Stories. Tape. Good Mind Records, 
1988. 

*Van Laan, Nancy, reteller. In A Circle Long Ago: A Treasury of Native Lore from North 
America. New York: Knopf/Apple Soup, 1995. 
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Math and Science  

Keoke, Emory D., and Kay M. Porterfield. Science and Technology. American Indian 
Contributions to the World Series. New York: Facts on File, 2005. 

Liptak, Karen. North American Indian Survival Skills. New York: Franklin Watts, 1990. 

Tannenbaum, Beulah and Harold Tannenbaum. Science of the Early American Indians. New 
York: Franklin Watts, 1998. 

Music and Dance  

Ancona, George. Powwow. San Diego: Harcourt Brace, 1993. 

*Braine, Susan. Drumbeat . . . Heartbeat: A Celebration of the Powwow. Minneapolis: Lerner, 
1995. 

Carufel, Robin - Wisconsin Woodland Indian Project, School District of Rhinelander (WI). The 
Moccassin Game. Madison, WI: American Indian Language and Culture Education 
Board and the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 1990. 

King, Sandra.  Shannon: An Ojibway Dancer.  Minneapolis: Learner, 1993. 

Marra, Ben. Powwow: Images Along the Red Road. New York: Harry N. Abrams, Inc., 1996. 

Red Hawk, Richard. Trip to A Powwow. Sacramento, Calif. : Sierra Oaks Publishing, 1988.  

Rendon, Marcie R.  Powwow Summer: A Family Celebrates the Circle of Life.  Minneapolis: 
Carolrhoda Books, 1996. 

Religion and Religious Traditions  

Keoke, Emory D., and Kay M. Porterfield. Medicine and Health. American Indian Contributions 
to the World Series. New York: Facts on File, 2005. 

Liptak, Karen. North American Indian Medicine People. New York: Franklin Watts, 1990. 

Visual Arts  

Appleton, LeRoy H. American Indian Design and Decoration. New York: Dover Publications, 
1971. 

Gresczyk, Rick and Steve Premo. Tree-Ties. Minneapolis, MN: Minneapolis Public Schools, 
1975. 

Mather, Christine. Native America: Arts, Traditions, and Celebrations. New York: Clarkson 
Potter Publishers, 1990. 
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Minneapolis Public Schools. Beadwork for Children/Birch Bark. Minneapolis, MN: Minneapolis 
Public Schools, 1975. 

Moore, Reavis. Native Artists of North America: Profiles of Five American Indian Artists, 
Highlighting Their Talents and Exploring Their Roles Within Their Tribes. Santa Fe: 
John Muir Publications, 1995. 

St. Germaine, Ernie - Wisconsin Woodland Indian Project, School District of Rhinelander (WI). 
Beadwork Design of American Indians. Madison, WI: American Indian Language and 
Culture Education Board and the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 1990. 

Wisconsin Woodland Indian Project, School District of Rhinelander (WI). Porcupine Quillwork 
on Birchbark. Madison, WI: American Indian Language and Culture Education Board 
and the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 1990. 

Wisconsin Woodland Indian Project, School District of Rhinelander (WI). Winnebago Applique. 
Madison, WI: American Indian Language and Culture Education Board and the 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 1990. 

Women  

Clores, Suzanne. Native American Women: The Junior Library of American Indians. New York: 
Chelsea House, 1995. 
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