From: Gaffney-Dilley, Debra DPI 
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2012 11:12 AM
Subject: Reclassification of English Language Learners in ISES

District Assessment Coordinators, Individual Student Enrollment System Coordinators, and English Language Learner Coordinators: 

Reclassification procedures for English Language Learners (ELLs) changed for the 2012-13 school year (using scores reported from the 2011-12 ACCESS for ELLs® test administration). Varying district ways of interacting with the statewide Individual Student Enrollment System (ISES) have led to questions about the automatic and manual processes for reclassification. 

For automatic reclassification in ISES to English Language Proficiency (ELP) code 6: (i) for students in grades K-12 at the time of test administration, who achieve a composite (overall) score of 6.0; or (ii) for students in grades 4-12 at the time of test administration, who achieve a composite (overall) score of 5.0 or above plus a minimum literacy subscore of 5.0 or above, leave the ELP code field null so ISES will automatically recalculate the language level from the most recent ACCESS for ELLs® to ELP 6.  These students will be automatically reclassified and become former ELLs.  In other words, for districts using student enrollment software (such as Infinite Campus, Pearson, or Skyward) to upload student ELP codes into ISES, do not enter or upload an ELP code (e.g., remove the prior year’s ELP code – reconciling the local student enrollment software separately).

To manually reclassify students eligible to remain ELL, who would otherwise be automatically reclassified as formerly ELL, upload an ELP code 5.  

To manually reclassify students who achieve an ACCESS for ELLs® composite score of 5.0 or above and literacy subscore below 5.0 to ELP code 6, upload ELP code 6 directly into ISES.


The ELP code should be uploaded or manually entered if the ELP code is missing (there is no composite score from which ISES can calculate an ELP code) or is in error.  In particular, check the language levels for students entering grade 4 in Fall 2012-13 who have grade 3 ACCESS for ELLs® composite scores of 5.0 or above plus literacy subscores of 5.0 or above.  The district may need to manually reclassify these students as ELL with ELP code 5, if appropriate.

Criteria for reclassification can be found in Bulletin 07.02 Procedures for Exiting English Language Learners Fully English Language Proficient. 

Districts should make the necessary changes prior to the statewide ISES validation October 28 if possible.  Changes should be finalized prior to November 28 for the third Friday of September and Year End Review and Revision Close Date and prior to the printing of ACCESS pre-ID label file.

Questions may be directed towards the 24x7 DPI Online Helpdesk Application (800-507-5744) or Audrey Lesondak at audrey.lesondak@dpi.wi.gov (608-267-5153). 
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