From: Gaffney-Dilley, Debra DPI [mailto:Debra.Gaffney-Dilley@dpi.wi.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2013 7:34 AM
To: DACs
Subject: ACT

Dear District Assessment Coordinators:
 
I just want to give you information regarding some important letters your district will be receiving in the coming days from ACT. A letter to district administrators (see below) went out early this week to provide information about the upcoming request from ACT. I have also attached the letters that districts and high school principals will receive from ACT later this week so you can have copies of all this correspondence in case questions come to you. 

 
It is important as the DAC to make sure the educators you work with understand a few things regarding this request from ACT. The department is committed to the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments in grades 3-8. The department has proposed using a college entrance series of  assessments for grades 9-11 but this has not been approved or funded by the legislature and we have not committed to use the ACT suite. Nothing in this regard has been determined yet. The request from ACT is to participate in an equating study of new assessments that include grades 9 and 10. It would be helpful to us, at the department, if high schools participated in this study as it will inform some of our decisions regarding these types of assessments, if the department proposal is approved by the legislature. ACT would also like to offer grades 3-8 to participate. Though we are mostly concerned with grades 9 and 10, we understand some districts may also want to participate in the study of earlier grades, though we want to emphasize our commitment to Smarter Balanced Assessments at those grades and don’t want schools to be confused about the future Smarter Assessments in grades 3-8. 

 
Thanks for your help on this issue, Troy Couillard.

 

This is the message sent by Mike Thompson earlier this week to Superintendents;
Dear District Administrators:
 
In the coming week, you will receive a letter from Jim Morris, representing ACT. As you may be aware, there has been a proposal within the Department's budget to begin using a HS assessment such as ACT Explore, Plan, and ACT suite in grades 9-11. ACT is currently working on a new system of online assessments called ASPIRE. The ASPIRE assessments for grades 9-10 will eventually replace the Explore and Plan assessments. As part of the transition process, ACT needs school districts around the country to participate in a pilot study. Participating schools will have an opportunity to take these new online assessments and receive some feedback about how their students performed. We believe your participation at grades 9 and 10 will give the department some insight into this new product and its connection to the Common Core State Standards. The letter you receive will be targeting high school participation in grades 9 and 10, as those are the grades where we are planning on adding related assessments. ACT will mention other opportunities to pilot their assessments at grades 3-8 as well; however, those are not the grade levels we are targeting as we anticipate using the Smarter Balanced assessments in those grades.
 
 
